Eugenia Nekrasov 


4 Basie Modern Russian Grammar 


Part 1 

The Gender Agreement of Russian Nouns 
in the Singular 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN WORDS IN RUSSIAN 

There are 2 main types of relations between the words in a Russian 
sentence: Agreement and Governing. 

Agreement could be in Gender, Number and Person. 

THE PRINCIPLE OF GENDER AGREEMENT 

Agreement in Gender takes place: 

• between the long adjectives and the nouns, 

• between the adjectival pronouns and the nouns, 

• between the ordinal numerals and the nouns, 

• between the cardinal numeral «one» and nouns, 

• between the long participles and the nouns, 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

• between the nouns/personal pronouns and the short participles 
/short adjectives, 

• between the nouns/personal pronouns and the verbs in the Past 
tense form. 

Part 1 deals with the first five types of Gender Agreement. 

Part 1 covers the problems of Gender Agreement between nouns and 
words preceding them in units. I called the words preceeding nouns in 
units - the characterizing words. 

The characterizing words can be: 

• adjectives, 

• adjectival pronouns (possessive, demonstrative etc), 

• ordinal numerals, 

• long participles, 

• cardinal numeral «one». 

You will learn: 

• how to establish the Gender of a noun and 

• how to make the Singular form Gender Agreement between nouns 
and words characterizing them. 
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HOW TO ESTABLISH THE GENDER OF A NOUN 

All Russian nouns are attributed to one of the three genders: 

u, * 

Masculine (M), Feminine (F) or Neuter(N) 

You will be glad to know that the gender of the majority of the Russian 
nouns one can tell from the ending of the dictionary form (Nominative 
Case). 

The gender of nouns is mostly a formal thing. 

Now you will learn how to determine the gender of a noun. 

□ Nouns ending in consonants and -m are Masculine: 

aom - house Apyr - friend My3en -museum 

ne/iOBeK - man ropofl - city Kma m - China 

□ Nouns ending in -a, -a, -ba, -kia are Feminine: 

MaMa - mama, mommy Bo/ira - Volga 
MaiunHa - car CTaTba - article 

HeAe/in - week (J>aMn/inn - surname 

PoccMfi - Russia 

□ Nouns ending in -o, -e, -be, -Me are Neuter: 

MecTO - seat 3ASHne - building 

Mope - sea TeneBUAemie - TV 

Kyne - compartment 3AopoBbe - health 



But things are never that simple in languages: 

irrespective of the Feminine -a, -a ending 

a small group of nouns denoting males 

has Masculine gender agreement 

(so called «Natural Masculines»): Vtfae! 


E.g. 

mom (M) + nana 


nana - father, dad AeAywKa - grandfather 
MyxHMHa - man ahar - uncle 


♦ The following nouns are Neuter: 


BpeMH - time 
mma - name 
MHTepBbio - interview 

Part 1 



Memo - menu 
xiopM - jury 

T3KCM - taxi 
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□ THE GENDER OF SOFT SIGN NOUNS 

A very big group of nouns ending in -b (soft sign) could be either 
Feminine or Masculine. 

The Gender of these nouns could be found in the dictionaries. 

• Nouns denoting males («natural masculines») are Masculine: \ cUce , 
rocTb - guest, BOflMTe/ib - driver, ynMTe/ib - teacher, 
nMcaTenb - writer, uapb - Tzar, Kopo/ib - king, 

Bpaiapb - goalkeeper etc. 

• Names of months ending in -b are all Masculine: 

FiHBapb - January, (|)eBpanb - February, etc. 

• «Natural» feminines are all Feminine: 

MaTb - mother, AOHb - daughter etc. 

• Nouns ending in -3Hb, -CTb, -cb are Feminine: 

>KM3Hb - life HOBOCTb - news noflnucb - signature etc. 


The Gender of other soft sign nouns 
has to be learned individually. 

Mice/ 

REPLACING SINGULAR NOUNS BY PERSONAL PRONOUNS 

A noun could be replaced by the following personal pronouns 

depending on the established gender: 



Masculine nouns by oh - he, it 

r,ae Bam Apyr? o Bot oh. 
f ag Baiu aom? o Bot oh. 




Feminine nouns by OHa - she, it 

TAe Baiua MaiukiHa? o BoTOHa. 
fAe BaiuaMaMa? o BoTOHa. 



E Neuter nouns by oho - it 

TAe Baiue MecTO? o Bot oho. 
fAe 3 to 3AaHne? o Bot oho. 
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HOW TO ESTABLISH THE GENDER OF PLACE NAMES 

All the place names could be divided into 2 groups: 

First group 

The place names have the endings which formally fit the Russian system 
of endings: 

M. Kman, TaPmaHA, Bben-iaM, Aiviyp, EHuceki - oh 
F. Poccmr, Omh/irhaur, AMepMKa, Bonra - OHa 

N. ripuMopbe - OHO 

Second group 

There are many place names which do not fit the Russian system of 
endings: 

baKy, Conn, T6m/imcm, Xe/ibCMHKn, Mnccypn, Tan™, Tokmo, OHTapno 

These words exist only in this unchangeable (indeclinable) form. Their 
gender is established in a special way (through association with the 
«generic» word). 


FOREIGN INDECLINABLE NOUNS AND THEIR GENDER AGREEMENT 


There is a group of nouns of foreign origin in Russian which do not decline. 
E.g. 


wocce - highway 
Meipo - subway 
TaKCM - taxi, cab 
Kac|)e - cafe 
Kyne - compartment 


paAkio - radio (set) 
kmho - movies, cinema 
aienbe - studio,dress shop 
biopo - office 
MHTepBbio - interview 
na/ibTO - overcoat etc. 


All these words are Neuter and their Gender agreement and pronoun 
replacement is Neuter. 

E.g. 

MkiHCKoe Luocce - Minsk highway - oho 
MHTepecHoe MHTepBbK) - interesting interview - oho 
HOBoe na/ibTO - new overcoat - oho 


but ropRHMki KO(J)e - Masculine - hot coffee 


Part 1 
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THE GENDER AGREEMENT BETWEEN NOUNS 
AND CHARACTERIZING WORDS IN THE SINGULAR 

The adjectives and adjectival words are registered in the dictionaries in the 
Masculine. 

You can make other gender forms on your own if you follow the rules which will 
be stipulated further. 

O The gender agreement between nouns and adjectives 

The Masculine adjectival endings which a foreign learner may trace from the 
dictionary are as follows: 

♦ -bin like in HOBbiki - new, M3BecTHbiki - famous 

♦ -om like in 6o/ibiu6ki - big, large, n/ioxon - bad, Aoporon - 
expensive, dear 

♦ -mm like in pyccKun - Russian, aHr/inncKi/iu - English, xopowun - 
good, ManeHbKMM - small, little, nocneAHkin - last 

So, these adjectives can be attached to the nouns the gender of 
which is marked or established as Masculine, for example: 

4 Masculine adjective + Masculine noun 

M. M. 

HOBblM + AOM 
M. M. 

6o/ibiu6ki + aom 

M. M. 

XOpOLUMM + AOM 

4 Feminine adjective + Feminine noun 

To make a Feminine adjective to attach it to a Feminine noun, you have to 
replace Masculine endings by -an ending. 

biM, om, mm -» an 

E.g. M. F. F. 

HOBbiki HOBan MaLumna 

new new car 

M. F. F. 

6onbLuoM bonbinan MamnHa 

large, big big car 


Part 1 
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M. 

n/ioxoki 

bad 

M. 

Aoporoki 

expensive 

M. 

pyCCKMM 

Russian 


F. F. 

nnoxan MamuHa 
bad car 

F. F. 

Aoporan MaiunHa 
expensive car 

F. F. 

pyccKan ujKO/ia 
Russian school 


M. 

aHr/iMMCKun^ 

English 

M. 

XOpOLUMM 

good, nice 

M. 

ManeHbKMn 

small, little 


F. F. 

aHr/iukiCKaa ujKona 

English school 

F. F. 

xopowan ujKona 
good school 

F. F. 

ManeHbKaa wKO/ia 

small school 


The only exception to this rule presents a limited group of 



adjectives ending in -hmm like J/tifoe! 

nocneAHMki - last, paHHMM - early, no3AHnn - late etc. 


-mm in -hmm is replaced by -na 
noc/ieAHlMM -» nocneflHlnn CTpam/ma - last page 
no3AHlMM no3flHlnn oceHb - late autumn 


♦ Neuter adjective + Neuter noun 


To make the Neuter adjective to attach it to a Neuter noun, you have to 
replace -biM, -OM or -MM by -oe: 

HOBbiM HOBoe nanbTO - new overcoat 
6onbwoM 6o/ibiiJoe okho - large window 
n/ioxoM nnoxoe pacnncaHMe - bad schedule 


pyccKMM pyccKoe c/iobo - Russian word 
(J)mhckmm -> (|)MHCKoe pa,ano - Finnish radio 
ManeHbKMM -> Ma/ieHbKoe okho - small window 

Exception 


But -MM is replaced by -ee if a Masculine adjective ends in 

-HMM, ->KMM, -LUMM, -HMM, -LUMM. 


E.g. 

nocneAHlMM 

CBe>KlMM 

XOpOLillMM 

ropanlMM 

HaCTOflLUlMM^ 


Part 1 


N. N. 

nocneAHlee nncbMO - last letter 
CBe>Klee maco - fresh meat 
xopowlee HacTpoeHMe - good mood 
ropanlee mo/ioko - hot milk 
HacTomuJee BpeMfl - present time 
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THE GENDER AGREEMENT BETWEEN ADJECTIVES 
AND NOUNS OF ADJECTIVAL ORIGIN 

An adjectival noun has the form of an adjective but functions as a noun.^T^jj] 
Most of the adjectival nouns result from the omission of a noun qualified 
by the adjective, for example: 




'ice: 


M. yneHbiM (nenoBeK) - scientist 
M. pyccKMM (nenoBeK) - Russian (nat.) 


F. BaHHan (KOMHaia) - bathroom 
F. HabepexHan (ynnua) - embankment 


M. 6e3pa5oTHbiM (HenoBeK)-unemployed N. BTopoe (6/no.ao) - second course 


F. pyccKan (xceHmnHa) - Russian (nat.) 
F. CTonoBan (KOMHaia) - dining-room 


N. ropnnee (6/no.ao) - main course 
N. MopoweHoe - ice-cream 


So, the adjectival nouns are qualified like normal nouns: 

M. M. 

n3BecTHbiki + yHeHbiki - famous scientist 

F. F. 

bo/ibwaa + CTO/iOBan - large dining-room 

N. N. 

BKycHoe + MopoxeHoe - delicious ice-cream 



JVclice! 


© The possessive pronouns used as characterizing words 


3to mom flOM. m 
This is my house. 



3to mofi ManiMHa 
This is my car. 

F 


3to Moe Medo. 
This is my seat. 


3to Haute Mecro. 
This is our seat. N 



3to Ham flOM. 
This is our house. 


3to Hama MawMHa 
F This is our car 
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Possessive pronouns ero (his), ee (her), mx (their) do not 
change according to the gender principle, they exist only in one 
unchangeable form: 



ero 

(his) 


ero aom - his house 
ero MamuHa - his car 
ero MecTO - his place 


mx mx aom - their house 
(their) MX Mamk)Ha . their car 

mx MecTO - their place 


ee ee aom - her house 
(her) ea MamMHa . her car 

ee MecTO - her place 


% 


u/nvmcvuy, 


mom, Ham, Bam, tbom, ero, ee, mx + aom 
moh, Hama, Bama, tboh, ero, ee, mx + MamMHa 
Moe, Hame, Bame, TBoe, ero, ee, mx + Mecio 



The demonstrative and determinative pronouns 
used as characterizing words 

3 tot - this, the... close to hand 

BOT 3T0T aom. 

M Here is this house. 


BOT 3T0 MeCTO. 

Here is this place. N 



Bot 3Ta MamMHa 
Here is this car. 


• 3 to ... - this is, that is - ^ trialcaw/ 

m. 3to mom aom. f. 3to moh MamMHa. n. 3to Moe MecTO. 
This is my house. This is my car. This is my seat. 

JVotice! 

It is necessary to distinguish the characterizing 3TO, which changes 
according to genders and sto used in the meaning of «this is, that is, 
these are, those are». The latter is not a characterizing word, and it does 
not change according to genders. 
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• tot - that one, the one which was meant, distant object 


Bot to MeCTO. n 
Here is that place. 


M Bot tot aom. 

A Here is that house. 

that\ 

\ f Bot Ta ynnua. 
Here is that street. 


• TaKOM - this kind, the same TaKon aom? 

M This kind of house? 



1'his kind of beer? This kind of car? 


• TaKOM - used in expressive sentences like: 

M CeroAHfl TaKon BeTep! 
/\ It is so windy today! 

nZ _ Af 

CeroAHfl TaKoe co/mue! CeroAHn TaKan >Kapa! 

It is so sunny today! It is so hot today! 


• TaKOM - what a..., combines with long adjectives: 

TaKOM CM/ibHbiM BeTep! 

What a heavy wind! 


TaKoe >KapKoe neTo! N 
What a hot summer! TaKan CM/ibHan rpo3a! 

What a heavy thunderstorm! 


M 



Part 1 
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Similar meaning could be rendered by 

• KaKow - such a..., what a ... 


KaKOki CM/ibHbiM Beiep! 

M What a heavy wind! 

KaKoe xapKoe neio! / \ KaKan cn/ibHaa rpo3a! 

What a hot summer! \ p What a heavy thunderstorm! 


• TaKOM >Ke - the same, the same kind as, 

combines with long adjectives: 


TaKOM xe aom. 

The same kind of house. 


TaKoe >Ke nMBO. 

The same kind of beer. N 



TaKan >Ke MaiuMHa. 

F The same kind of car. 


• caMbm - the very, the most, most 

♦ Indicates precise location: 

M. 3to caMbiM ueHTp ropoAa. It's the very centre of the city. 


♦ Combines with long adjectives to denote superlative meaning: 

3T0 CaMbiM 60/lbLU0M a om. M 

This is the biggest house. /\ 3to caMan Aoporan MaiuMHa. 

/ \ This is the most expensive car. 

NZ _ AF 

3to caMoe yAObHoe MecTO. 

This is the most comfortable seat. 


• tot caMbm - the same, the very, mentioned before 

Bot tot caMbiM aom. 


Bot 



to caMoe MecTO. 

N 



Ta caMan MaiuMHa. 


Part 1 
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O The Interrogative Pronouns used as characterizing words 

The Interrogative Pronouns are used in questions: 


kskom - what, which, what kind of, what is the number of..? 

KaKOM? 

M 



KaKan? 

F 


KaKOM y Bac BaroH? 


What is your carriage number? 

What is the class of your carriage? 


KaKOM oh nenoBeK? What kind of person is he? 


KaKOM y Bac Tene<|)OH? What is your telephone number? 

What kind of telephone do you have? 


KaKan 3aBTpa 6y,aeT noro,aa? What is the weather like tomorrow? 


KaKan y Bac KBapTkipa? What kind of apartment do you have? 

What is the number of your apartment? 

KaKoe y Bac Kyne? What is the number of your compartment? 

What is the class of your compartment? 

KaKoe y Bac MecTO? What is the number of your seat? 

• neM? - Whose..? Who is the owner? To whom it belongs? 

HeM? Hekl 3T0 aom? 

M Whose is this house? 

N /whose?\ p 


Hbe? 

Hbfl? HbH 3T0 MaiilMHa? 

Hbe 3to Kyne? 

Whose is this car? 

Whose is this compartment? 

Part 1 

page 11 


The Gender Agreement of Russian Nouns in the Singular 












Eugenia Nekrasova 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


0 Other characterizing words 
• Becb - all, the whole 


Becb .aeHb - the whole day 


all, \ bcfi CTpaHa 
Bee BpeMR - all the time n /the whole, f -the whole country 


oflMH - one, a... 


OflHO MeCTO 

- one seat, a place N 


oauh aom 

M - one house, a house 

OAHa Mamma 
F - one car, a car 



caM - is an emphatic pronoun, it can characterize both nouns and 
personal pronouns: 

M oh caM - he himself 


caMO - by itself N 



F OHa caMa - she herself 


THE GENDER OF NOUNS DENOTING PROFESSIONS IN RUSSIAN 


Names of professions ending in consonants and the soft sign are 
exclusively masculine as originally they were male dominated. 

JwUce! 



< 


profession \ 
Bpan - doctor-^ 




► 



Eg: Oh 
* 

M. M. 

xopomMM Bpan 



i 

i 


WL 


► 


OHa 

I' 

M. M. 

xopomMM Bpan 



The characterizing words are always Masculine irrespective of sex: 

♦ Some other popular nouns denoting professions: 

Amktop - announcer, AMpeKTop - director, ynme/ib - teacher, 
npeAceAaie/ib - chairman, npo(|)eccop - professor, noBap - cook, 
MHxeHep - engineer, byxramep - bookkeeper, TpeHep - trainer, 
aKCKypcoBOA - guide, pe>Knccep - film-director, (|)OTorpa(|) - 
photographer, peASKTop - editor etc. 
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Part 2 

The Plural of Nouns. 

The Number Agreement of Russian Nouns. 

□ SINGULAR - ONLY NOUNS 

Not all the nouns have both Singular and Plural forms. c*=r—~mi 
There are nouns which exist only in the Singular. %^\jU 

They include nouns which denote: JVcUce! 

• «collectives»: 

nocyAa - dishware, Me6e/ib - furniture, obyBb - footware, opyxue - 
weapons, 

OAe>KAa - clothes, KOCMemKa - cosmetics, etc. 

• human activities: 

nonmuKa - policy/politics, npoMbiLunem-iocTb - industry, eKOHOMMKa 

- economy/economics, MeAuumna - medicine, cnopT - sports, 
TeneBMAeHue - television, paAuo - radio, etc. 

• substances; foods, cereals, fruits and vegetables: 

30/ioto - gold, He(j)Tb - oil, mepcTb - wool, Macno - oil, butter, nnBO 

- beer, pno - rice, mfico - meat, MyKa - flour, BMHorpaA - grapes, 
M3KDM - raisins, Kanycia - cabbage, nyK - onion, woKO/iaA - 
chocolate, etc. 

• feelings and sensations: cnacTbe - happiness, 3aBMCTb - envy, etc. 

FORMATION OF PLURAL NOUNS 

The nouns of all Genders make Plural forms with the help of 2 groups 
of endings: First Group 

-bi or -M ending: Big Group of Masculine& Feminine Nouns 

Second Group 

-a or -a ending: Small Group of Masculine & Neuter Nouns 

□ First Group: Masculine & Feminine Nouns 

• -bi ending («hard line») after hard consonants 

Singular Plural 

M. neMOASH ■=> neMOAaHbi - suitcases 
M. KOMnbKDTep ■=> KOMnbKDTepbi - computers 
M. MHOCTpaHeu ■=> MHOCTpaHUbi - foreigners etc. 

• -bl ending instead of -a 

F. Maiiimna o MamuHbi -cars 
F. KBapTupa ■=> KBapTupbi - apartments 
F. >KeHLuuHa^ xeHiuMHbi - women etc. 
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M 

ending («soft line») 

instead of -b, - 

m and -n 

Singular 


Plural 


M 

. AeHb 

■=> 

AHM 

days 

M 

. c/iOBapb 

■=> 

cnoBapn 

dictionaries 

M, 

. py6/ib 


py6nn 

roubles 

M. 

. rodb 

<=> 

rodn 

guests 

F. 

HOHb 

<=> 

HOHkl 

nights 

M, 

My3eM 


My3en 

museums 

F. 

He,ae/iH 


HeAe/in 

weeks 

F. 

(|)0T0rpa(|)nfl 

■=> 

(])0T0rpac|)nn 

- photos 


• r, k, x,+ M 

Singular 

F. KHura ■=> 
M. yneOHHKO 
F. cnMHKa ■=> 


Plural yjheeiaJ cmeh! 

KHurki - books 

yHebHMKM -textbooks 

cnMHKM - matches • >k, h, hi, lu + m 


M. onyx 
etc. 


■=> cnyxkl - rumours Singular Plural 

F. nbi>Ka ■=> nbi>KM - skies 

M. ho>k o ho>km - knives 


0 


M. Bpan ■=> 
M. nnam ■=> 

□ Second Group: Masculine and Neuter nouns 


BpanM - doctors 

nnaiun - raincoats 

etc. 


This group is much smaller than the -bi, -M group but the nouns are 
frequently used. 

• -a ending («hard line») after hard consonants in the Masculine nouns 


Singular 

Plural 


ropoA 

■=> ropoAa 

- cities, towns 

AOM 

■=> AOMa 

- houses 

nee 

■=> neca 

- forests, woods 

noe3A 

■=> noe3Aa 

- trains 

Benep 

■=> Benepa 

- evenings 

OdpOB 

■=> OCTpOBa 

- islands 

UBeT 

■=> UBeia 

- colors 

6eper 

■=> bepera 

- banks, coasts 

nacnopT 

■=> nacnopia 

- passports 

cnei 

■=> cneia 

- bills, accounts 

HOMep 

■=> HOMepa 

- numbers, hotel rooms 

MacTep 

■=> Maciepa 

-craftsmen etc. 
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-a ending instead of -0 in Neuter nouns («hard line») 


03epo 

■=> 

03epa - lakes 

cnoBO 

■=> 

cnoBa- words 

nnuo 

■=> 

nnua - faces 

Kpecno 

■=> 

Kpecna - armchairs 

nnuo 

■=> 

nnua- eggs 

nncbMO 

■=> 

nncbMa - letters 

OKHO 

■=> 

OKHa - windows 

CTeKno 

■=> 

CTeKna - window glasses etc. 

BpeMn 

■=> 

BpeMeHa - times 

mm n 

■=> 

nMeHa - names 


-n ending («soft line») instead of -e in Neuter nouns 


none 


3AaHne 


■=> nonn - fields 


■=> 


3AaHnn - buildings 


npe,ano>KeHne ■=> npe,ano>KeHnn - sentences, offers 


SPECIAL CASES OF PLURAL NOUN FORMATION 


Singular 


Plural 



Apyr 

■=> 

Apy3bn - friends 



AepeBO 


AepeBbn - trees 

• 


6paT 

■=> 

bpaTbn - brothers 

Singular 

Plural 

CblH 

■=> 

cbiHOBbn - sons 

coceA <=> 

coceAn - neighbours 

ciyn 

■=> 

CTynbn - chairs 

rocnoAMH 

«=> rocnoAa - sirs, 

nncT 

■=> 

nncTbn - leaves 


ladies & gentlemen 




xo3nnH ■=> 

xo3neBa - owners 

• 



nbnoKO ■=> 

nbnoKn - apples 

Singular 


Plural 

yxo ■=> 

yum - ears 

pebeHOK 

■=> flem - children 



nenoBeK 


o nioAn - people 
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Singular 


Plural 

XpMCTUaHMH 

■=> 

xpucTuaHe - Christians 

MycynbMaHMH 

>=> 

MycynbMaHe -Muslims 

POCCMRHMH 

>=> 

poccuHHe - citizens of Russia 

aHr/iunaHUH 

■=> 

aHmunaHe - English 

AaTHaHMH 

■=> 

AaTnaHe - Danes 

KpeCTbRHMH 

>=> 

KpecTbAHe -peasants 

rpa>KAaHMH 

>=> 

rpa>KAaHe - citizens 

apMHHMH 

o 

apMFiHe - Armenians 

UbiraH 

l=> 

UbiraHe - Gypsies etc. 

KOTeHOK 

■=> 

KOTnTa - kittens 

Ubin/ieHOK 

>=> 

UbinnnTa - chicken etc. 


PLURAL-ONLY NOUNS 

Some nouns do not have the Singular form. They exist only in the Plural 
form (registered in the dictionaries in the Plural form). These words denote: 

• objects which consist of two parts: 

ohkm - glasses, HOxo-iMUbi - scissors, Becbi - scales, Kane/iu - 
swings, BopoTa - gate, 6pioKn - trousers, A>KMHCbi - jeans, Tpycbi 

- pants, KO/iroTKu - tights etc. 

• collective actions: 

KaHMKynbi - school or university vacation, neperoBopbi - 
negotiations, Bbibopbi - elections, racTpo/iu - tour (of artists), 
noxopoHbi - funeral, npoBOAbi - farewell party, npRTKM - hide and 
seak, poflbi - childbirth etc. 

• also the following words: 

AeHbm - money, LuaxMaTbi - chess, nacbi - clock, watch, KypaHTbi 

- chimes, TUTpbi - subtitles, Ky_apn - curls, caHKu - sledge, onu/iKM 

- saw-dust, o6ou - wallpaper, ApoBa - firewood, MeMyapbi - 
memoirs, cneTbi - abacus, annoAMCMeHTbi - applause etc. 
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• AyxM - perfume, lu,m - cabbage-soup, MaKapoHbi - spaghetti, 
KOHcepBbi - preserves, c/wbkm - cream etc. 

• cyTKu - 24 hours period, cyMepKM - dusk, 3aMopo3Ku - early frost 

• Some place names 

some mountains: 

KapnaTbi, Anbnbi, l~uManaki, AH^bi etc. 
some islands: 

Kypu/ibi, TaBakiM, KaHapbi, bepMyAbi, Oapepbi etc. 
some countries: 

OkmunnuHbi, HuAep/iaHAbi, CoeAUHem-ibie LLlTaTbi AMepuKu 
also 

TponuKu - tropics, AxyHrnM - jungle 

J~ly>KHMKH, CoKO/ibHMKM, and lot of other geographic names mainly 
denoting villages and towns on the territory of the former Soviet Union. 


PERSONAL PRONOUNS IN THE PLURAL 

All the plural nouns can be replaced by the personal pronoun OHM 



Eg. 

3to mom KHuru. 

These are my books. 

Ohm Ha no/itce. 

They are on the shelf. 


3to mom Apy3bH. 

These are my friends. 

Ohm ceunac xnByT b floHAOHe. 
They live in London now. 
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THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN NOUNS AND CHARACTERIZING WORDS 
IN THE PLURAL 

o The Plural of Adjectives 




Characterizing words also have the Plural form. All three Singular forms 
- Masculine, Feminine and Neuter fall into one Plural form: 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 

^ 

Plural 


♦ blM, OM group, for example: 


Singular 

m. HOBbiM aom - new house 
f. HOBan MauikiHa - new car 

n. HOBoe cnoBO - new word 


Plural 

HOBbie AOMa - new houses 
HOBbie MaLuuHbi - new cars 
HOBbie c/iOBa - new words 


Singular 

m. 30/iotom bpac/ieT - golden bracelet 
f. 30/iOTan MeAanb - gold medal 

n. 30 /iOToe KO/ibu.0 - golden ring 


♦ HUM group, for example: 

m. nocneAHMM ypoK - last lesson 

f. nocneAHFiFi CTpaHMua - last page 

n. nocneAHee c/iobo - last word 


Plural 

30/iOTbie MeAann 
- gold medals 


Summing - up table 


M. 

F. N. Plural 

-blM 

- an - oe - bie 

-OM 

- an - oe - bie 

- 



Summing - up table 


-\ 

M. F. N. Plural 

-HUM -Hflfl -Hee -Hue 


Plural 

nocneAHkie ypoKM - last lessons 
nocneAHkie CTpaHMUbi - last pages 
nocneAHkie c/iOBa - last words 
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MIXED PLURAL ADJECTIVAL ENDINGS 


A big group of commonly used adjectives has the following peculiarities in 
the Plural formation: 


♦ 


-rMM, -KMM, -XMM, 

-rOM, -KOM, -XOM 

group 

_< 


The adjectives with stems ending in r, K, x 

have -Me Plural ending 

(both spelt and pronounced), for example: 



strict 



expensive, 

dear 

M. 

CTporMM 

Plural 

M. 

Aoporoki 

Plural 

F. 

CTporan 

dporne 

F. 

AoporaFi 

Aoporne 

N. 

CTporoe 


N. 

Aoporoe 



Russian 

M. pyCCKMM Plural 

f. pyccKan pyccKMe 

n. pyccKoe 



sity, urban 




M. 

TOpOflCKOM Plural 




F. 

ropoACKaFi ropoACKne 


quiet, 

calm 

N. 

ropoACKoe 

M. 

TMXMM 

Plural 



F. 

Tkixan 

TMXkie 


bad, poor 

N. 

Tnxoe 



M. n/10X0kl Plural 

f. n/ioxan nnoxne 

n. n/ioxoe 


Summing - up table 


— 

M. 

F. N. PI. 

M. F. N. PI. 

TMM 

- ran - roe - rv\e 

tom - ran - roe - rne 

KMM 

- Kan - Koe - KMe 

kom - Kan - Koe - KMe 

XMM 

- 

- xan - xoe - xne 

xom - xan - xoe - xMe 
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♦ 

* ' 

->KMM, -LUMM, -HMM, 

The adjectives with stem in >K, UJ, H, m 


-W.MM, ->K0M, -UIOM 

have their Plural form spelt with -Me, 


group 


but pronounced -bie, e.g.: 


fresh 




M. 

CBexkie 

Plural 


big, large 

F. 

CBexan 

CBexne 

M. 

60/lbLU0M p| U ral 

N. 

CBexee 


F. 

60 /lbLUaFI 60 /lbLUkie 




N. 

6o/ibwoe 


good, nice 



alien 

M. 

XOpOLLJMM 

Plural 

M. 

ny>KOkl Plural 

F. 

xopomaFi 

xopoujMe F - 

nyxan ny>Kne 

N. 

xopoiuee 


N. 

Hyxoe 


hot 



present, real, true, genuine 

M 

TOpFIHMM 

Plural 

M. 

HaCTOniUMM p| U ral 

F 

ropFinaFi 

ropnHMe 

F. 

HacToniuan HacTonmne 

N 

ropanee 


N. 

HacToniuee 


Summing - up table 


M. 


F. 


N. PI. 
>kmm - >Kan - >Kee - >Kne 
>kom - >Kan - >Koe - >Kne 
lumm - wan - mee - tune 


M. F. N. PI. 

uiOM - wan - Liioe - nine 
hmm - nan - nee - Hue 
lumm - man - mee - m,Me 




CBexne ropFiHMe xopowkie 60/ibWMe xpycTFmj,ne SynoHKM - 
fresh hot good big crunchy buns 
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© The Possessive pronouns in the Plural 

-, my 


M. MOM 
F. MOfl 

N. Moe 





MOM K/1KDHM 

- my keys 


your from «Bbl» 


M. Bam 
F. Baiua 

N. Baiue 




Plural 

BarnM 


BaiilM K/1IOHM 

- your keys 


our 


M. Ham 
F. Hama 

N. Hame 




Plural 

HamM 


HamM K/IIOHM 

- our keys 


your from «Tbl» 


TBOM 


f ' 

Plural 


TBOH 

■ ■ 


TBOM 


TBOe 


TBOM K/IIOHM 


-your keys 


But his - ero, her - ee, their - mx have only one form for all Genders 
and Numbers: 

< - 

ero k/iiohm - his keys, ee k/iiohm - her keys, mx k/iiohm - their keys 


0 The Demonstrative pronouns in the Plural 


- these keys 


M. 3T0T 


Plural 


r 

M. 

TOT 


Plural 


F. 3Ta 


3TM 

k . 


F. 

Ta 


Te 

k_J 


N. 3T0 

v_> 


3TM K/IIOHM 

N. 

TO 


Te KfllOHM 


- those keys 


M. TaKOM 


Plural 

F. TaKan 


TaKMe 

N. TaKoe 


TaKMe i 


- this kind of keys 


M. TaKOM >xe 
F. TaKan >Ke 

N. TaKoe >xe 




Plural 

TaKMe xe 


M. KaKOM 
F. KaKan 

N. KaKoe 


Part 2 


TaKMe xe k/iiohm 

- same kind of keys 





KaKMe mamotn! 

- What kind of idiots 
they are! 


page 21 


The Plural of Nouns. The Number Agreement of Russian Nouns. 



























Eugenia Nekrasova 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


M. caMbiM AoporoM 


Plural 

F. caMan Aoporan 

N. caMoe Aoporoe 

n _> 


caMbie Aopome 

^_ / 


caMbie Aopome Mara 3 kiHbi 

- most expensive shops 


M. tot caMbiki 
F. Ta caMan 

N. to caMoe 



Plural 
Te caMbie 

■> 



caMbie k/ik)hm - same 


kind 


of keys 


O The Interrogative Pronouns in the Plural 


What kind of? 

M. KaKOki? 


Plural 

What? 

F. KaKan? 
N. KaKoe? 


KaKMe? 

>- 


KaKkie y Bac nnaHbi? 
What are your plans? 


Whose? 


M. neki? 
F. Mbfl? 

N. Hbe? 



Plural 

HbM? 


HbM 3T0 KillOHM? 

Whose are these keys? 


0 oahm - only, alone, a pair of... 

JVotice! 


M. OAMH 


Plural 

F. OAHa 


OAHM 

N. OAHO 

- 




oahm ohkm - one pair of glasses 


TaM 6binn oahm AeTM. 

There were only children there, etc. 


1 



© The Plural of Other Characterizing Words - all, the whole 


M. Becb 
F. Bee 

N. bcfi 





Bee Bem,n - all the things 
Bee nioAM - all the people 


M. caM 
F. caMa 

N. caMO 





...selves ohm caMM -they themselves 

alsoMHorMe - many (people) 
HeKOTopbie - some (people) 
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Part 3 

The Declension of A on ns. Adjectives 
and Adjectival Words in the Singular 

In this part you will learn the main case forms (declension types) of 

□ nouns in the Singular 

□ adjectives and adjectival characterizing words in the Singular 

GENERAL OUTLINE OF THE CASE SYSTEM 

THE CASE SYSTEM AS THE RESULT OF THE GOVERNING PROCESS 

As mentioned in Part 1 there are two main types of relations between the 
words in a Russian sentence: the Agreement and the Governing. 

The Agreement in units was discussed in the first two Parts. 

Part 3 of the Grammar Book deals with the Governing. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Words and units being put together to form a Russian sentence (to express 
some idea) are practically never equal. 

Some words (or simple constructions) govern other words causing changes 
in their endings. 

Various kinds of endings have been «pigeon-holed» or classified into the cases. 

□ The «governors» are mainly as follows: 

• verbs with or without prepositions 

• prepositions 

• all quantitative words including cardinal numerals from 2 

• nouns in the qualifying combinations 

• negative constructions 

• impersonal constructions 

□ The «subordinates» of the governing process are mainly as follows: 

• nouns 

• units (characterizing words + nouns) 

• personal pronouns 

• interrogative, indefinite and negative pronouns, 
based on personal pronouns 

• numerals, both cardinal and ordinal 
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□ There are 6 cases in Russian: 

1. The Nominative 4. The Accusative 

2. The Genitive 5. The Instrumental 

3. The Dative 6.The Prepositional 

□ The Singular case endings of nouns and units (which are 
characterizing words + nouns), fall into two main groups: 


□ The Plural case endings of nouns and units form one group : 


\ 

Second group 

Feminine 

_ 


First group 
Masculine & Neuter 



Special attention has to be paid 

to the mosaic-like Genitive Plural endings of nouns. 

JVotice! 

-' 

Try to memorize the case endings 
in combinations with prepositions 
or verbs most typical for this case. 
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THE DECLENSION OF MASCULINE NOUNS IN THE SINGULAR 

All nouns are registered in the dictionaries in the Nominative case form. 

o Hard-ending Masculine nouns 

All Masculine nouns, full first names and place names ending in a hard or 
hissing consonant decline on the following pattern: 

Norn. 3 to Mbbh. 

Gen. Y MBaHa ecTb cobaKa. Ivan has a dog. 

Dat. HaflO no3BOHMTb 1/lBaHy. I have to call Ivan. 

Acc. =Gen. 

FI 3Haio klBaHa. I know Ivan. 

Instr. FI eAy c klBaHOM. I go with Ivan. 

Prep. Mbi roBopn/iM 06 MBaHe. We spoke about Ivan. 


Type 

]Abbh 

ypoK 

neTepSypr 


Mind that the case endings are attached to consonants 
but replace vowels, M and b (soft sign). 




Nom. ypoK - lesson 

Gen. noc/ie ypoKa - after the lesson 

Dat. Oh He totob k ypoKy. He is not ready for the lesson. 

Acc. =Nom. 

Oh nponycTki/i ypoK. He missed (skipped) the lesson, 
instr. nepeA ypoKOM - before the lesson 
Prep. Ha ypoKe - at the lesson 

Nom. Oto neiepbypr. 

Gen. Oh >KMBeT He^aneKO ot neiepbypra. 

He lives not far from Petersburg. 

Dat. Mbi ry/in/in no neiepbypry. 

We walked about Petersburg. 

Acc. =Nom. 

FI eAy b neiepbypr. I am going to Petersburg. 

Instr. Oto phaom c lleTepbyproM. It is close to Petersburg. 

Prep. Oh >KMBeT b neiepSypre. He lives in Petersburg. 
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© Soft-ending Masculine nouns 

The ending vowel can vary depending on the stem consonant. 

If a stem consonant is soft (ends in a soft sign) or ends in M, 
then a Masculine noun declines on the following pattern: 


Norn. 3to HMKO/iaM. 

Gen. bkmeTbi y HnKonan. Nikolay has the tickets. 

Dat. HaAO n 03 B 0 HMTb HHKonaio. I have to call Nikolay. 

Acc. = Gen. 

FI 3Haio HkiKO/iafl. I know Nikolay. 

FI e^y c HkiKonaeM. I go with Nikolay. 

Mbi roBopn/in o HkiKonae. We spoke about Nikolay. 

Norn. 3to yHMTe/ib. 

KHnra y ynmenn. 

The teacher has the book. 

HaAO n03B0HMTb ynuTenio. 

I have to call the teacher. 

Acc.=Gen. 

FI BMAen yHMTenn. I saw the teacher. 

Instr. FI e^y c ynMTe/ieM. I go with the teacher. 

Prep. Mbi roBopn/in 06 ynMTe/ie. We spoke about the teacher. 
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Nom. XOKKeM 

Gen. CeroflHfl HeT xoKKen. There is no hockey today. 

Dat. neMnnoHaT Mnpa no xoKKeio - World hockey championship 
Acc. = Nom. 

Oh /ikd6mt XOKKeM. - He is fond of hockey. 

Instr. Oh 3aHMMaeTcn xoKKeeM. He goes in for hockey. 

Prep. Oh roBopnT TonbKO o xoKKee. He talks only of hockey. 

♦ Summing-up table of hard and soft Masculine case endings 



«Hard» 

«Soft» 


Gen. 

a 

n 

MBaHa/HMKonaa 

Dat. 

y 

K> 

MBaHy/HMKonaK) 

Instr. 

OM 

eM 

MBaHOM/HMKO/iaeM 


THE ACCUSATIVE OF MASCULINE NOUNS IN THE SINGULAR 

The Accusative of Masculine nouns does not have any special ending. 
Here Russians use the concept of Animacy and Inanimacy. 

• Animate nouns, which are nouns denoting human beings and 

representatives of the animal world, take the form of the Genitive case. 

E - g - ♦ Oto 1/lBaH. - Nom. 

H BMAe/i MBaHa. - Acc. 


♦ Oto kpokoam/i. - Nom. 

H BMfle/i KpoKOflMna. - Acc. 



page 27 


The Declension of Nouns, Adjectives and Adjectival words in the Singular 















A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


Inanimate nouns take the form of the Nominative case, so the Accusative 
of inanimate nouns does not differ from the dictionary form, for example: 

$ 


Norn. 

Acc. 


ypoK 

H nponycTM/i ypoK. 


Summing-up table of Masculine nouns and names in the Accusative 


1 ^ 

Accusative of 
Animates=Genitive 

FI BMAe/i \Asana. 


^1 

Accusative of 
Animates=Genitive 

FI nponycTwi ypoK. 


FI BMAen HnKonan. FI nio6nio xoKKen. 

FI BMAen KpoKOAM/ia. FI e^y b neiepSypr 
FI BMAen ynme/ifl. FI mobnio AO>KAb. 


* 




TS 


Some special case endings of the Masculine nouns in the Singular 

• There is a group of Masculine nouns denoting a place 

which take y/to instead of e in the Prepositional Case. JVoitce! 

Here are some of them: 



non 

■=> 

Ha nony - on the floor 


toa 


b 1985 roAy - in 1985 


caA 

■=> 

Mbi CMAenM b caAy. We were sitting in the garden. 

£ 

nopT 

■=> 

b nopiy - in the port 

0 

s 

aaponopT 

■=> b aaponopiy - at the airport 

tpv 

* 

nec 


Mbi rynnnM b necy. We walked in the forest. 

1 

inKatJ) 


rianKM b ujKa^y. The files are in the bookcase. 

4, 

p 

MOOT 


Ha MOCTy npobKa. There is a traffic jam on the bridge. 
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KpbiM o PaHbwe a >km/i b KpbiMy. I lived before in the Crimea, 
yron ■=> KopobKa ctomt b yrny. The box is in the corner, 
beper o /Iom ctoa/i Ha bepery. The house stood on the bank. 

a/i ■=> b a^y - in hell 
pa m ■=> b paio - in paradise 

• Some Masculine nouns ending in U, H, LU, UJ and >K take -eM 
ending instead of -OM when the ending is unstressed: 

My>K o c MyxeM 
MHOCTpaHeu, ■=> c MHOCTpaHUeM 

• Some Masculine nouns ending in b (soft sign) take -eM ending 
in the Instrumental Case: 

AeHb o C flHeM po>KAeHMHl Happy birthday! 
c/iOBapb o co cnoBapeM - with a dictionary 


THE DECLENSION OF NEUTER NOUNS IN THE SINGULAR 


The Neuter nouns have the same 
case endings as the Masculine nouns 



O Hard ending Neuter nouns 

Neuter nouns ending in O decline like the Masculine noun ypOK, 
for example: 

Nom. Bot 03 epo. Here is the lake. 

Gen. Hama .aana HeAaneKO ot 03 epa. 

Our summer cottage is not far from the lake. 

Dat. Oto Aopora k 03 epy. This road goes to the lake. 

Acc. = Nom. 

FI MAy Ha 03epo. I am going to the lake. 

Instr. Hama Aana pFiflOM c 03 epoM. Our summer cottage is close 

to the lake. 

Prep. Hama Aana Ha 03epe. Our summer cottage is on the lake. 
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© Neuter nouns ending in -e decline like the soft Masculine noun 
XOKKeM, for example: 

Nom. Bot Mope. - Here is the sea. 

Gen. Oh >KMBeT He^a/ieKO ot Mopn. 

He lives not far from the sea. 

Dat. 3 to Aopora k Mopio. 

This road goes to the sea. 

Acc. = Nom. 

H niob/iio Mope. -1 like sea. 

Instr. Oh >KMBeT pflAOM c MopeM. 

He lives close to the sea. 

Prep. Haiua Aana Ha Mope. 

Our summer cottage is on the sea. 

Nom. = Acc. = Prep. 


Nom. Oto rioAMOCKOBbe. - This is the Moscow region 
Gen. Bot Kapia IIOAMOCKOBbn. 

Here is the map of the Moscow region. 

Dat. Oh MHoro e3_am no noAMOCKOBbio. 

He travels a lot about the Moscow region. 

Acc. = Nom. 


Oh xopoLuo 3HaeT lloAMOCKOBbe. 

He knows the Moscow region very well. 
Instr. Otot panoH rpaHMHMT c lloAMOCKOBbeM. 

This area borders the Moscow region. 
Prep. Oh >KMBeT b lloAMOCKOBbe. 

He lives in the Moscow region. 
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© Neuter nouns ending in -Me, like pacrmcaHMe decline like Mope, 
except for the Prepositional, for example: 

Nom. pacrmcaHMe - schedule, timetable 
Gen. HeT pacnucam/ifl - no schedule 
Dat. no pacnucaHUfo - on schedule 
Acc. = Nom. 

R BMAe/i pacnucaHue -1 saw the schedule 
Instr. npobneMbi c pacnucaHueM 

- problems with the schedule 
Prep, b pacnucaHuu - in the schedule 



O Several Neuter nouns, like Bpeivm - time, mvm - first name, 
and some others, decline as follows: 

Nom. Bpeivm-time 



Gen. Y MBaHa HeT BpeMeHlM. 


Ivan has no time. 


Dat. nnaTMTb no BpeMeHlM - 

to pay according to time 
Acc. = Nom. 


Oh TO/ibKO noTepn/i BpeMH. 

He only lost time. 

Instr. Y klBaHa BcerAa npobneMbi co BpeMeHleM. 

Ivan is always short of time. 

Prep. Oh 3a6bin o BpeMeHlM. 

He forgot about time. 
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THE DECLENSION OF FEMININE NOUNS IN THE SINGULAR 


— 

Main types of endings 



1^ 

Type 

MocKBa 


Type Mockbs 


si/ 

Type 

TaHfl 


* 

Type 


^1 


Type 


POCCMfl 


nnoma,ab 


Type TaHH 


Gen. Bot Kapia MocKBbi. 

Dat. Mbi rynann no MocKBe. 

Acc. R nnoxo 3Haio MocKBy. 

Instr. Mon Apyr >khbot noA Mockboh. 
Prep. FI >KMBy b MocKBe. 


Nom. SToTaHfl. 

Gen. Y TaHn HOBan MarnnHa. 
Dat. HaAO n03B0HMTb TaHe. 
Acc. Bbi 3Haeie TaHto? 

Instr. HeAycTaHen. 

Prep. Mbi roBopnM o TaHe. 


* > 

Type Poccnn 



Gen. Bot Kapia Poccnn. 

Here is the map of Russia. 

Dat. R MHoro e3AH/i no Poccnn. 

I travelled a lot about Russia. 

Acc. R npnexan b Poccnio toa Ha3aA- 
I came to Russia a year ago. 

Instr. Mbi noAnnca/in AoroBop c Poccnen. 

We signed a treaty with Russia. 
Prep. R cennac >KUBy b Poccnn. 

Now I live in Russia. 



Type 

MocKBa 

Type 

Tatm 

Nom. 

-a 

-H,-bfl 

Gen. 

-bl 

■n 

Dat. 

■e 

■e 

Acc. 

■y 

-to 

Instr. 

-0M 

W iiaw 

■en/en 

Prep. 

■e 

■e 


Part 3 


Type nnomaAb 

- 

Gen. oko/io n/iomaAn - 
near the square 
Dat. no n/iomaAn - 
by the square 
Acc. Bbi b nAme nnomaAb? 

Do you see the square? 
Instr. 3a nnomaAbio - 
behind the square 
Prep. Ha nnomaAn 
- in the square 



Type 

POCCMH 

Type 

n/iomaAb 

Nom. 

-a 

-b 

Gen. 

-M 

-M 

Dat. 

-M 

■M 

Acc. 

-K) 

■b 

Instr. 

W 

-ew 

-bK) 

Prep. 

-M 

-M 
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There are 3 additional mixed types of Feminine noun case forms: 


Mixed types of endings 



sU 


sU 





Type 



Type 


f - 

Type 



KHura 


k. 

y/ikiua 

A 

HaTarna 

k. j 



vl/ 


sU 




-ra,-Ka,-xa 

nouns 


'-' 

-ua 

nouns 


-Lua,->Ka, 

-Ha,-iua 

nouns 

- 


Type Follows Type MoCKBa, 

KHkira but in the Genitive Case -M is used instead of -bi: 


KHkira ■=> Aom khutm, -ra ■=> -rn 


Type 

y/ikiua 

V v 


Follows Type MoCKBa, 

but in the Instrumental Case -eM is used instead of -OM: 


ynnu,a ■=> 3a y/iMueM -ua ■=> -uen 


r 

Type 

HaTarna 

s 


Follows Type MoCKBa, but has two irregularities: 


♦ in the Genitive Case -M is spelt instead of -bi: 
HaTarna oy HaTaiuM, -wa ■=> -lum 


♦ in the Instrumental Case -ev\ is used instead of -OM: 
HaTarna <=> c HaTaweM, -rna ■=> -uievi: 


♦ 


Type «Natural Masculines» follows similar types 
of Feminine Nouns, for example: Vo/ece' 


nana like MoCKBa, fleflyiuKa like KHura 
Ko/ifi like TaHfl, Cepexa like HaTarna 


Part 3 
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Summing-up table of the Masculine 
and Neuter noun declension in the Singular 

Hard declension Soft declension 



klBaH 

\ /r\/•% ly 


HkiKonaki 

Nom. 

ypoK 

neTep6ypr 

03epo 

Nom. 

yHMTenb 

Mope 

pacnncaHkie 


\Asana 


HkiKonaa 

Gen. 

ypoKa 

Gen. 

ynmenR 

-a 

neiep6ypra 

-H 

Mopa 


03epa 


pacriMcaHMR 


MBaHy 


HkiKonaio 

Dat. 

ypoKy 

Dat. 

ynmenK) 

-y 

neiepSypry 

-K) 

MOpK) 


03epy 


pacnMcaHMio 



Hard declension Soft declension 



Anim.=Gen. 


Anim.=Gen. 


lnanim.=Nom. 


Inanim =Nom. 

Acc. 

MBaHa=Gen. 

Acc. 

HMKO/iafl=Gen. 

ypOK=Nom. 

yHMTe/lR=Gen. 


neTep6ypr=Nom. 


MOpe=Nom. 


03epO=Nom. 


pacnncaHne=Nom. 


klBaHOM 


HkiKO/iaeM 

Instr. 

ypOKOM 

Instr. 

yHMTeneM 

-0M 

neiepOyproM 

-eM 

MopeM 


03ep0M 


pacnucaHkieM 


lAaaae 


HkiKO/iae 

Prep. 

ypoKe 

Prep. 

ynmene 

-e 

ileiepSypre 

-e 

Mope 


03epe, but b necy 


but pacnMcaHMki 
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Summing-up table of the Feminine noun declension in the Singular 


MocKBa, KHkira, y/inu,a, 



Tai-m, 

Poccmr, 

CTaTbFI 


Mockby, KHury, 
y/iMuy, Haiaiuy 

A TaHio, 

POCCMK), 

CTaTbfO 

v_y 


( \ 

MOCKBbl, y/lMUbl 

A khmtm, HaTaiuM, 

TaHM, Poccmm, 

CTaTbki, nnomaAM 

_y 


MOCKBOM, KHMfOM 

/ lnstr.\ 

ynMueki, HaTauieM, 

^ TaHePi, PoccMeM, 

nnouj,a,abK) 

_ 

CTaTbeM 

_y 


r > 

MocKBe, TaHe, CTaTbe, 


MocKBe, KHMre, ynMue, Haiaiue, 

KHkire, y/iMue, Haiaiue 


TaHe, CTaTbe a 

A 


/ \ Poccmm, 

/ \ Poccmm, rmomaAM 


/Prep-\ nnoma^M 

/ Dat. \ 


v y 

V_ _y 



♦ Declension of the Feminine nouns MaTb and AOHb 


cfpecird cme/ 

Nom. 

MaTb/AOHb 

J\foUce! 


Gen. 

y MaTepM/y AonepM 



Dat. 

no3BOHMTb MaTepM/AonepM 



Acc. 

BCTpeTMTb MaTb/AOHb= Nom. 



Instr. 

roBopMTb c MaTepbfo/AOHepbfo 



Prep. 

roBopMTb o MaTepM/flonepM 


Part 3 
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♦ ADJECTIVAL TYPE OF DECLENSION IN RUSSIAN 

The following categories of Russian words have the adjectival case forms: 

♦ all types of adjectives 

♦ possessive pronouns - mom, tbom, Haw, Baw 

♦ all demonstrative pronouns - stot, tot, TaKon 
and other pronouns in combination with them 

♦ interrogative/relative pronouns - KaKOM, neM, KOTopbiM - which, who 

♦ indefinite and negative pronouns based on KaKOM, Hen, KOTopbiM, 
HeKOTOpbie - only Plural 

♦ possessive reflexive pronoun - cbom 

♦ determinative pronouns - caMbiM, Becb - whole, Ka>KAbiM - each, every 

♦ all long participles - cnoMaHbiki, ono 3 AaBWMM, ona3flbiBaioiUMM etc. 

♦ ordinal numerals - nepBbiM - first, flBa^uaTb nepBbiM - 21-st 

♦ adjectival nouns - AewypHbiM - person on duty, Mopo>KeHoe - ice¬ 
cream, Ha6epe>KHan - embankment etc. 

♦ participial nouns - 

paHeHbiM - a wounded person, npoxo>KMM - a passer by etc. 

♦ family names of adjectival origin - AocToeBCKMM, To/iCTan etc. 

♦ place names and names of subway, railroad stations, hotels etc. - 

KonoMeHCKoe (earlier village, now a part of Moscow), 

>KyKOBCKMM (town), TlyroBan (station), CMO/ieHCKan (subway 

station), also llpMba/iTMMCKaFi (hotel) etc. 

♦ generalizing/replacing words - 

3to - this, that, Bee - everything, Bee - everybody, 
everyone (only Plural), MHOme - many (only Plural). 
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• As for the declension types all the adjectives and adjectival words 
can be grouped as follows: 


Masculine and Neuter 

Singular adjectives 

"12 I S 


Type^ 

Type 

Type 

HOBbiM 

nocsieAHMM 

pyCCKMM 

AMpeKTop 
- _ 

ypoK 

___ 

H 3 blK 


Type 

HOBbiM 

AkipeKTop 

>■ 


Feminine 

Singular adjectives 

1 ^ si/ N J 
Type 

noc/ieAHfifi 

CTpaHnua 


Type 

KpacHan 

nnoiuaAb 


Type 

c/ieAytoman 

HeAe/ia 


• The declension of Masculine and Neuter adjectives in the Singular 


Nom. 3 to Haw HOBbiM AnpeKTop. This is our new director. 

Gen. Y HOBoro Anpeicropa KpacMBan MawMHa. 

The new director has a nice car. 

Dat. FI may k HOBOMy AnpeKTopy. I am going to the new director. 
Acc. FI y>Ke BMAen HOBoro AnpeKTopa. I have already seen the new 
director. 

instr. FI roBopM/i c HOBbiM AMpeKTopoM. I spoke with the new 
director. 

Prep. FI paccKa3an o hobom AMpeKTope. I told about the new 
director. 

The following words belong to this declension type: 

♦ all Masculine and Neuter long adjectives, long participles, ordinal 
numerals and adjectival pronouns ending in -biM or -OM, 

♦ all possessive adjectives like MaMMH and their Neuter forms. 



words with r, K, x and >K, LA stems, jfotice/ 


Part 3 
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Nom. 3to noc/ieAHMM ypoK. This is the last lesson. 
Gen. Oh npmue/i nocne noc/ieAHero ypoKa. 

He came after the last lesson. 

Dat. Oh npmue/i k nocneAHeiviy ypoKy. 

He came by the last lesson. 

Acc. Oh nponycTM/i noc/ieAHHki ypoK. 

He missed the last lesson, 
instr. Oh npmue/i nepeA nocneAHMM ypoKOM. 

He came before the last lesson. 

Prep. Oh cnan Ha nocneAHeM ypoKe. 

He slept at the last lesson. 

♦ The following words belong to this declension type: 

Masculine long adjectives ending in -hum, -hum, -lumm, -liihm, 

-cum, long participles ending in -lu,mm or -lumm and their Neuter forms. 
For example: 

XOpOUJMM, rOpRHMM, CBe>KMM, HaCTORIAMM etc. 


Type 

noc/ieAHMM 

ypoK 


♦ 


♦ 


Note that the Instrumental ending ->kmm and -lumm is only spelt 
with M, but pronounced with bl. 

Also the numeral TpeTMM - third. jVctice! 


Type 

pyCCKMM 

R3blK 


Nom. pyccKMM R3biK - the Russian language 

Gen. ypoK pyccKoro R3biKa - Russian lesson 

Dat. 3K3aMeH no pyccKOMy R3biKy - Russian exam 

Acc. R M3yHaio pyccKMM R3biK. - 1 learn Russian. 

instr. H 3aHMMaiocb pyccKMM R3biK0M. - 1 study Russian. 

Prep.KHnrn Ha pyccKOM R3biKe - Russian books 


♦ To this declension type belongs a very big group of commonly used 
long Masculine adjectives ending in 

-KMM, -CKMM, -run, -XMM, -CKOM, -rOM, -XOM, -UJOM , ->KOkl 
and their Neuter forms: 

ManeHbKMki/ManeHbKoe - small, little 
aHMMMCKMM/aHrnMkiCKoe - English 

CTporMki/cTporoe - strict TMXMM/TMXoe - quiet, calm 

ropoACKOM/ropoACKoe . c jty, urban 
Apyroki/Apyroe - other, another 
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nnoxoki/rmoxoe - bad 


6onbLuoM/6o/ibLu6e - big, large 
HyxoM/Hyxoe - alien, strange 


♦ The adjectival pronouns KaKOM/KaKOe, TaKOkl/TaKOe 
and the Numeral OAklH/OAHO decline on the same pattern. 

Summing-up table of the Masculine and Neuter adjectival 
declension in the Singular 


Type 

HOBbIM 

noc/ieAHMM 

pyccKkiki 

Nom. 

HOBbIM 

HOBOe 

noc/ieAHMM 

nocneAHee 

pyCCKMM 

pyccKoe 

Gen. 

HOBOrO 

noc/ieAHero 

pyccKoro 

Dat. 

HOBOMy 

nocneAHeMy 

pyccKOMy 

Acc. 

HOBbIM 

HOBOrO 

HOBOe 

noc/ieAHMM 

noc/ieAHero 

noc/ieAHee 

pyCCKMM 

pyccKoro 

pyccKoe 

Instr. 

HOBbIM 

noc/ieAHMM 

pyCCKMM 

Prep. 

HOBOM 

noc/ieAHeM 

pyCCKOM 


• THE DECLENSION OF THE FEMININE ADJECTIVES IN THE SINGULAR 

There are 3 declension types: 

1 ^ s|/ ^1 



Type 

KpacHaa n/iomaAb 

*_ * 

Nom. Bot KpacHan n/iomaAb. Here is Red square. 

Gen. My3eki HaxoflMTcn oko/10 KpacHon n/iomaAM. 

The museum is near Red square. 

Dat. Mbi rynn/iki no KpacHOki n/iomaAM. We walked in Red square. 
Acc. Bbi BM^e/iM KpacHyio nnowaAb? Have you seen Red square? 
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Instr. Co6op CTOMT pflAOM C KpaCHOM n/iomaabio. 

The cathedral is close to Red square. 

Prep. Mbi 6bmu Ha KpacHOki n/iowaAM. We were in Red square. 

Gen. = Dat. = Instr. = Prep. 

♦To this type belong all -a a ending adjectives including 60/ibLuaa, ny>Kaa 
etc., the adjectival pronouns Kaxaa, TaKaa and the numeral OAHa. 


n 



Adjectives and participles ending in unstressed -waa, -nan, 



Type 

noc/ieAHaa CTpaHkiua 


To this declension type belong all -Haa ending Feminine adjectives . 


Type 

cneAyiomaa HeAe/ia 

«_ * 

♦To this declension type belong Feminine adjectives and participles 
ending in unstressed -UJaa, -naa, -maa like xopowaa, ropanaa, 
c/ieAytotuaa. 

The summing-up table of declension of the Feminine adjectives 
and participles in the Singular 

Gen. = Dat. = Instr. = Prep. 


Type 

KpacHaa 

rmomaAb 

noc/ieAHRfl 

CTpaHkiua 

cneAyiomaa 

HeAe/iH 

G. 

KpacHOM 

nocneAHePi 

c/ieAyioLueM 

D. 

KpacHOM 

nocneAHePi 

c/ieAyiomeM 

A. 

KpacHyio 

nocneAHKDK) 

c/ieAyioLuyio 

1. 

KpacHOM 

nocneAHePi 

c/ieAyiomeM 

P. 

KpacHOM 

nocneAHePi 

c/ieAyioLueM 
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Part 4 

The Declension of Nouns, Adjectives 
and Adjectival words in the Plural 

♦ THE GENITIVE PLURAL OF NOUNS 

♦ Within the Plural declension of nouns special attention has to be paid to 
the most frequent but irregular forms - the Genitive Plural forms of nouns 
These forms have to be treated separately and in first turn. 

♦ The formation of the Genitive Plural of nouns is based mainly on the 
Nominative Singular forms, and only in limited number of cases it is 
based on the Nominative Plural forms. You can find the formation of the 
Nominative Plural of nouns in Part 2 . 

♦ The Genitive Plural noun endings can be grouped as follows: 



Part 4 


V 
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Group 1 


-OB group 
Model 

100 MeTpOB 


♦ This group includes only the Masculine hard stem 
nouns: 


Nom. Singular 



Gen. Plural 

- 


MeTp 


100 MeTpOB 

100 meters 

nac 

>=> 

b 10 nacoB 

at 10 o'clock 

KM/lOMeTp 

>=> 

100 KM/lOMeTpOB 

100 kilometers 

/imp 


100 /impoB 

100 liters 

npoueHT 


100 npoueHTOB 
100 percent 


AOJi/iap 


100 AonnapoB 

100 dollars 

flklCT 

>=> 

100 /1MCTOB 



100 sheets 

ypoK 

■=> 

MHOrO ypOKOB 

a lot of lessons 

napK 

■=> 

MHoro napKOB 

a lot of parks 

rpn6 

>=> 

MHoro rpn6oB 

a lot of mushrooms 


etc. 

♦ Also some common Plural - only nouns: 
ohkm ■=> 6e3 ohkob - without glasses 
A>KMHCbi ■=> HeT a>kmhcob - no jeans 
neperoBopbi ■=> bo BpeMfl neperoBopoB - during the negotiations 
BbiOopbi ■=> nocne BbiOopoB - after the elections 


nacbi 


o HeT nacoB - no watch 


MeMyapbi ■=> MHoro MeMyapoB - a lot of memoirs 
annoAMCMeHTbiO MHoro annoflHCMeHTOB - a lot of applause 
AyxM ■=> (|)/iaKOH AyxoB - a bottle of perfume 
KOHcepBbi ■=> KopoOKa KOHcepBOB - a box of canned food 
Tly>KHMKM ■=> b pauoHe Tly>KHMKOB - near Luzhniki (Moscow area) 
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Group 2 


«zero-ending» group 
Model 

MHOfO MaLUMH 


♦ This group includes the hard-stem Feminine 
nouns with a - ending in the Nominative Singular: 


— 

Nom. Singular 



— 

Gen. Plural 

i._ * 


MauiwHa 


MHoro MaiuMH - a lot of cars 

coSaKa 


MHoro co6aK - a lot of dogs 

>KeHiunHa 

■=> 

MHoro xeHiuMH - a lot of women 

npoS/ieMa 


MHoro npodneM - a lot of problems 

KHi/ira 


MHoro KHkir - a lot of books 

MMHyia 


10 MMHyT -10 minutes 

Tbicana 


10 TbicnH -10 thousand 

O and e can be introduced between ^^ 

the final consonants for easier pronounciation 

* AfoUce ! 

ownbKa 


MHoro oiunboK - a lot of mistakes 

MapKa 


100 MapoK -100 marks/poststamps 

nanKa 


10 naneK - 10 packs 

KonekiKa 

■=> 

10 KoneeK - 10 kopecks etc. 

The hard-stem Neuter nouns (0 - ending nouns) : 

MeCTO 

<=> 

HeT MecT - no seats 

03 epo 


MHoro 03ep - a lot of lakes 

c/iobo 


MHoro c/iob - a lot of words 

OKHO 

>=> 

MHoro okoh - a lot of windows 

RMUO 


12 nnu, - twelve eggs etc. 


♦ The Feminine fl - ending nouns can also be considered a part 
of the «zero-ending» group: 


HeAe/in 


5 HeAenb - 5 weeks 

AepeBHfi 


MHoro AepeBeHb - a lot of villages 

flblHR 


MHoro .abiHb - a lot of honey-melons 
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♦ The «zero-ending» group also includes some commonly used Masculine 
nouns: 


Nom. Singular 


Gen. Plural 


OflMH He/lOBeK 


10 nenoBeK -10 people/persons 

OflkiH pa3 

>=> 

MHoro pa3 - many times 

Coll. OflMH rpaMM 


100 rpaMM -100 grams 

Coll. OflMH KM/lOrpaMM 

>=> 

10 KnnorpaMM -10 kilograms 

oamh ubiraH 

>=> 

MHoro ubiraH - a lot of Gypsies 


♦ Also -MH words denoting people: 

Mycy/ibMaHMH ■=> MHoro Mycy/ibMaH - many muslims 
and other words like: 

poccMflHMH - MHoro poccMAH - a lot of Russian people 
xpMCTMaHkiH - MHoro xpncTMaH - a lot of Christians 
KpecTbflHMH - MHoro KpecTbFiH - a lot of peasants 
aHr/iMHaHnH - MHoro aHr/inHaH - a lot of English people 
AaTHaHnH - MHoro .aainaH - a lot of Danes 
rpaxASHMH - y rpaxASH - citizens have... etc. 


♦ 

Nouns from the 

«baby> 

> group: 



- 

Nom. Plural 

— A 

<=> 

- ^ 

Gen. Plural 



peOriTa 

o 

MHoro peOriT ■ 

- a lot of children 


KOTHTa 

l=> 

5 kotat - 5 kittens 


Ubin/iHTa 


MHoro ubin/iHT - a lot of chicken etc. 

♦ 

Also xo 3 FieBa 

o HeT xo3FieB - no owners 


rO/iokm 

o MHoro h6/iok - 

a lot of apples 


N. 





MMH ■=> 

MMeHa 

■=> MHoro MMeH - a lot of names 
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♦ The «zero-ending» group includes the following Plural-only nouns: 


— 

Nom. Plural 

*_ * 



— 

Gen. Plural 


AeHbm 


MHoro AeHer - a lot of money 

BopoTa 


oko/io bopot - near the gate 

HO>KHHU,bl 


HeT ho>khhu - no scissors 

CaHKM 


HeT caHOK - no sledge 

KaHMKy/ibi 


noc/ie KaHMKyn - after the vacation 

noxopoHbi 

■=> 

noc/ie noxopoH - after the funeral 

ApoBa 

■=> 

HeT apob - no firewood 

C/1HBKM 


nanKa c/imbok - a pack of cream 

CyTKkl 


ABoe cyTOK - two days (and nights) 

Anbnbi 


b pakiOHe A/ibn - near the Alps 

Kypn/ibi 


b pakiOHe Kypkin - near the Kuril islands 


OkmnnnnHbi <=> oko/io Qn/innnnH - near the Philippines 


Group 3 


-en group 
Model 100 pyS/ien 


4 This group includes the soft - stem Masculine 
and Feminine nouns (ending in the soft - sign 

or a hissing consonant H, >K, LU, LU): 


— 


Nom. Singular 


M. py6/ib 

>=> 

M. AeHb 

>=> 

M. rocTb 

>=> 

M. yHMTe/ib 



Part 4 


— 

Gen. Plural 

- 

100 pyO/ieki -100 roubles 
10 AHePi -10 days 
MHoro rocTeki - a lot of guests 
MHoro ynuTe/iePi - a lot of teachers 
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Nom. Singular 

■=> 

' ■■ 

Gen. Plural 


M. 

Bpan 

>=> 

MHoro Bpanen - a lot of doctors 

F. 

HOBOCTb 

■=> 

MHoro HOBOCTen - a lot of news 

F. 

TeipaAb 

■=> 

10 TeipaAen -10 notebooks 

F. 

HOHb 


5 Honen - 5 nights 

F. 

/lowaAb 


MHoro noinaAen - a lot of horses 

F. 

MbILUb 

■=> 

MHoro Mbiwen - a lot of mice 

The 

Neuter e - 

ending 

nouns: 



none 

>=> 

MHoro nonen - a lot of fields 


Mope 

>=> 

nnTb Mopen - 5 seas 

Special case 





Nom. Singular 

>=> 

* -' 

Nom. Plural 

^ J 

<=> 

Gen. Plural 


M. 

Apyr 


APY3bR 

>=> 

MHoro Apy3en - a lot of friends 

M. 

CblH 

■=> 

CbIHOBbfl 


MHoro cbiHOBen - a lot of sons 




A©TM 

>=> 

MHoro Aeien - a lot of children 




niOAn 

>=> 

MHoro nioAen - a lot of people 




coceAn 

>=> 

MHoro coceAen - a lot of neighbours 

F. 

MaTb 

■=> 

Maiepn 


y Maiepen - mothers have 

F. 

AOHb 


Aonepn 

>=> 

5 Aonepen - 5 daughters 


Part 4 
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Group 4 _ 

-eB group ♦ 

Model 

MHoro anoHueB 

t - 

Nom. Singular 

nnoHeu, 


To this group belong Masculine nouns ending 
in -eu and -M in the Nominative Singular: 




-\ 

Gen. Plural 

MHoro FinoHueB - a lot of Japanese 


MHOCTpaHeu,o MHoro nHOdpaHueB - a lot of foreigners 
(«e» is fleeting) 


Mecnu ■=> 10 MecRueB -10 months 

My3eM ■=> MHoro My3eeB - a lot of museums 


♦ 


Several Masculine and Neuter nouns having the Plural Nominative 
ending in -bfl: 


-\ 

Nom. Plural 


aepeBbR 

■=> 

6 paTbR 


CTy/lbR 

■=> 

ZlMCTbR 

■=> 


/* \ 

Gen. Plural 

MHoro .aepeBbeB - a lot of trees 
MHoro OpaTbeB - a lot of brothers 
MHoro ciy/ibeB - a lot of chairs 
MHoro nucTbeB - a lot of leaves 


Group 5 


-mm group 

Model 

MHoro c|)OTorpa«t)MM 


This small group includes Feminine nouns 
ending in -MR, -bn and the Neuter Nouns ending 
in -Me in the Nominative Singular: 


<=> 

F. unniocTpauMR o 
F. ceMbR o 

N. 3ASHMe o 

N. npeAnoxeHkie 
N. ynpa>KHeHne ■=> 
N. copeBHOBaHue ■=> 

Part 4 


— 

Nom. Singular 

F. (|)OTorpa(t)MR 


Gen. Plural 

MHoro (J)OTorpa(J)MM - a lot of photos 
MHoro u/i/iiocTpauMPi - a lot of illustrations 
MHoro ceMePi - a lot of families 
MHoro 3AaHMM - a lot of buildings 
MHoro npe,a/io>KeHnM - a lot of sentences, offers 
MHoro ynpa>KHeHnPi - a lot of exercises 
MHoro copeBHOBaHnki - a lot of competitions 
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• THE ACCUSATIVE PLURAL OF NOUNS 

There are no special endings for the Accusative Plural of nouns. 

As in the Masculine Singular, the Nominative Plural and the Genitive Plural 
of nouns are used for the Accusative Plural of nouns. 

The following scheme illustrates this: 


The Accusative Plural 


1 ^ 


^1 


of Masculine and Feminine Animates 

= Genitive Plural 


of Masculine and Feminine 
Inanimates, also Neuter 
nouns = Nominative Plural 


E.g. 

Gen. PI. M. 

♦ Oh npkir/iacn /1 rocien. - from rocTb 

He invited some guests. ♦ 

Gen. PI. F. 

♦ Oh /iio6mt co6aK. - from co6aKa 

He likes dogs. ♦ 

For the formation of the Genitive 
Plural see the previous pages. ♦ 


Nom. PI. F. 

Oh Kynn /1 /ibi>KM. - from /lbixca 

He bought the skies. 

Nom. PI. M. 

Oh Kynn/1 6nneTbi. - from 6n/ieT 

He bought the tickets. 

Nom. PI. N. 

Oh Bbiynkin c/iOBa. - from c/iobo 
He learned the words. 


THE DATIVE, INSTRUMENTAL AND PREPOSITIONAL PLURAL 
OF NOUNS 

There are two types of endings in these cases: 


1 ^ 


^1 


Hard endings 

Dat. -aM 
Instr. -aMM 
Prep. -ax 


Soft endings 
Dat. -AM 
Instr. -amm 
P rep, -ax 


Part 4 


page 48 


The Declension of Nouns, Adjectives and Adjectival Words in the Plural 













Eugenia Nekrasova 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


The attribution of nouns to one of these groups is determined by the 
Nominative Plural endings: 


o 


Hard ending group 


0 Soft ending group 


-M ending nouns: 

rocTM, AeiiA, My3en 
c/iOBapn, TeipaAM 

-fl, -MR, -bfl ending nouns: 

nO/lfl, 3A3HMR, Apy3bFI 


♦ -bl ending nouns: ♦ 

MaLUMHbl, KOMnbfOTepbl 

♦ -a ending nouns: 

AOMa, c/iOBa, 03epa ♦ 

♦ -TM, -KM, -XM ending nouns: 

KHMTM, AGBOHKM, C/iyXM 

♦ ->KM, -LUM, -HM, -LUM 
ending nouns: flbl>KM, BpaHM 

♦ -aHe, -HHe ending nouns: 

xpMCTkiaHe, KpecTbRHe 

O the declension of the hard ending nouns in the plural 



3t0 MOM Slbl)KM. 

These are my skies. 


Type 

/1bl>KM 



B Mara3MHe MHOrO /1bl>K. (See the Genitive Plural of Nouns). 

There are a lot of skies in the shop. 



K /ibi)KaM ecTb Sotmhkm 
There are boots for skies 


Acc.=Nom. 

(Inanimate) 




Part 4 


H Kynnn /ibi>KM. 

I bought the skies 


Tenepb a 3aHMMaiocb /ibi>KaiviM. 
I go in for skiing now. 


FI niobnio KaTaTbca Ha /ibi>Kax. I like skiing. 
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© THE DECLENSION OF THE SOFT ENDING NOUNS IN THE PLURAL 


— 

Type 

Apy3bn 


\ 

Nom. 

s_ 


3to mom Apy3bfl. 
These are my friends. 


\ 

Gen. 

- 


Y Moero 6paia MHoro ,apy3eM. 
My brother has a lot of friends. 



Oh nacTO 3bohmt Apy3bfiM. 
He often calls his friends. 


bpaT npnrnacM/i Apy3eu. 

My brother invited his friends. 


- Mom bpaT MrpaeT c Apy3bflMM b xoKKeM. 

Instr. 

- My brother plays hockey with his friends. 

(but C .aeTbMM, C /ltOAbMM, C /lOLUaAbMM) 


' > 
Acc.=Gen. 

(Animate) 


— 

Prep. 

«,_ * 


Oh BcerAa paccKa3biBaeT o <apy3bnx. 
He always tells about his friends. 


• THE DECLENSION OF THE PLURAL ADJECTIVES 
AND ADJECTIVAL WORDS 

♦ All Plural characterizing words (adjectives and adjectival words) 
fall into two ending groups: 


o First group © Second group 


comprises words with 


* -> 

comprises words with 

M, Me endings in the 


bie, bi endings in the 

Nominative Plural. 

- -■ 


Nominative Plural. 
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o+© Here you can find the examples with both types of endings: 

Nom. Bot mom HOBbie nbi>KM. 

Here are my new skies. 

Gen. A 3T0 Ma3b a/ih momx HOBbix nbi>K. 

It's the wax for my new skies. 

Dat. K MOMM HOBbIM ZlblXaM H3A0 KynMTb 60TMHKH. 

I have to buy boots to my new skies. 

Acc. Mon Apyr eme He BHAen mom HOBbie nbixn. 

My friend has not yet seen my new skies. 

(Inanimate = Nom., Animate = Gen.) 

Instr. Mon Apyr 3anHTepecoBancn mommm HOBbiMM nbixaMn. 

My friend showed some interest in my new skies. 

Prep. Xopowo KaTaTbcn Ha momx HOBbix nbixax! 

It's nice to ride my new skies. (= Gen.) 

Here you can find the summing-up table of the Plural adjectival endings: 



First group 

Second group 

Nom. 

m, Me 

bie, bi 

Gen. 

MX 

bIX 

Dat. 

MM 

bIM 

Acc.^ 

animates -MX ( 

. inanimates -M, Me( 

“ animates -bIX 

. inanimates -bl, bie 

Instr. 

MMM 

bIMM 

Prep. 

MX 

bIX 
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O Here you can find a list of words in the Nominative Plural declining like MOM: 

♦ all adjectives ending in Me, like pycCKkie, nocneAHkie etc. 

♦ all possessive adjectives ending in M, like coSanbki etc. 

♦ participles ending in Me 

♦ majority of the adjectival pronouns: 


TBOM 

Hawn 

BaLUM CBOkl 

3TM 

TaKkie 

TaKkie >Ke 


KaKkie 

KaKkie-TO 

KaKne-HkiSy^b 

HbM 

Hbkl-TO 

HbM-Hkl6yAb 

HMKaKMe 

HklMbkl 


.apyrMe 

MHorne 

caMki 

■ ■ | ■ | 

■ ■ a N M _ 



♦ adjectival surnames like YcneHCKMe 


♦ ordinal numeral TpeTbM 


©Here you can find a list of words in the Nominative Plural declining like HOBbie: 

♦ all adjectives ending in bie, like HOBbie etc. 

♦ all possessive adjectives ending in bi, like MaMkiHbi etc. 

♦ ordinal numerals nepBbie, BTOpbie etc. 

♦ participles ending in bie, like paHeHbie 

♦ few adjectival pronouns: 


KOTopbie, /lioSbie, KaxAbie, caMbie, HeKOTopbie 
adjectival surnames like To/iCTbie 

Two adjectival pronouns Te and BCe have slightly different endings: 

tJVoMce. 


Norn. 

Te, Bee 

Gen. 

Tex, Bcex 

Dat. 

TeM, BceM 

Acc. 

Animates - Tex, Bcex ( = Gen.) 

Instr. 

TeMM, BCeMM 

Prep. 

Tex, Bcex ( = Gen.) 


Inanimates - Te, BCe ( = Norn.) 


Part 
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• THE DECLENSION TABLES OF THE ADJECTIVAL PRONOUNS, 

BOTH SINGULAR AND PLURAL 


The declension of the Possessive pronouns 



M. 

N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

MOM, MOe 

MOR 

MOM 

G. 

Moero 

MOeM 

MOMX 

D. 

MoeMy 

MOeM 

MOMM 

A. 

MOM, 

Moero, Moe 

MOK) 

MOM, MOMX 

1 . 

MOMM 

MOeM 

MOMMM 

P. 

MOeM 

MOeM 

MOMX 


TBOM 



M. N. 

F. 

PL 

N. 

TBOM, TBOe 

TBOR 

TBOM 

G. 

TBoero 

TBOeM 

TBOMX 

D. 

TBoeMy 

TBOeM 

TBOMM 

A. 

TBOM, TBoero, TBOe 

TBOfO 

TBOM,TBOMX 

1 . 

TBOMM 

TBOeM 

TBOMMM 

P. 

TB06M 

TBOeM 

TBOMX 



M. N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

cbom, CBoe 

CBOR 

CBOM 

G. 

CBoero 

CBoeki 

CBOMX 

D. 

CBoeMy 

CBoeki 

CBOMM 

A. 

cbom,CB oero, CBoe 

CBOKD 

CBOM,CBOMX 

1 . 

CBOMM 

CBoeki 

CBOMMM 

P. 

CB06M 

CBoeki 

CBOMX 
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Ham 



M. N. 

F. 

pi. 

N. 

Haw, Hawe 

Hawa 

HaWM 

G. 

Hawero 

HaweM 

H3WMX 

D. 

HaweMy 

HaweM 

H3WMM 

A. 

Haw, Hawero, Hawe 

Hawy 

HaWM,HaWMX 

1 . 

HaWMM 

HaweM 

H3WMMM 

P. 

HaweM 

HawePi 

H3WMX 


Bam 



M. N . 

F. 

pi. 

N. 

Baw, Bawe 

Bawa 

BaWM 

G. 

Bawero 

BaweM 

B3WMX 

D. 

BaweMy 

BaweM 

BaWMM 

A. 

Baw, Bawero, Bawe 

Bawy 

BaWM, BaWMX 

1 . 

B3WMM 

BawePi 

B3WMMM 

p. 

BaweM 

BaweM 

B3WMX 


The declension of the Demonstrative pronouns 



M. 

N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

3T0T, 

3T0 

3Ta 

3TM 

G. 

3Toro 

3T0M 

3TMX 

D. 

3T0My 

3T0M 

3TMM 

A. 

3T0T, 3T0r0, 3T0 

3Ty 

3TM, 3TMX 

1 . 

3TMM 

3T0M 

3TMMM 

p. 

3T0M 

3T0M 

3TMX 
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TOT 



M. N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

TOT, TO 

Ta 

Te 

G. 

Toro 

TOM 

Tex 

D. 

TOMy 

TOM 

TeM 

A. 

TOT, Toro, TO 

TY 

Te,Tex 

1 . 

TeM 

TOM 

TeMM 

P. 

TOM 

TOM 

Tex 


Becb 


The declension of the Determinative pronoun 



M. 

N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

Becb, 

Bee 

BCFI 

Bee 

G. 

Bcero 


BCeM 

Bcex 

D. 

BceMy 


BCeM 

BCeM 

A. 

Becb, Bcero 

, Bee 

BCKD 

Bee, Bcex 

1 . 

BCeM 


BCeM 

BCeMM 

P. 

BCeM 


BCeM 

Bcex 


The declension of the Interrogative/Relative pronouns 



M. N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

KaKOM, KaKoe 

KaKaa 

KaKMe 

G. 

KaKoro 

KaKOM 

K3KMX 

D. 

KaKOMy 

KaKOM 

K3KMM 

A. 

KaKOM, KaKoro, KaKoe 

KaKyK) 

KaKMe, K3KMX 

1 . 

K3KMM 

KaKOM 

K3KMMM 

P. 

KaKOM 

KaKOM 

K3KMX 
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M. N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

nen, Hbe 

Hbfl 

HbM 

G. 

Hbero 

HbeM 

HbMX 

D. 

HbeMy 

HbeM 

HbMM 

A. 

nen, Hbero, Hbe 

HbK) 

HbM,HbMX 

1. 

HbMM 

HbeM 

HbMMM 

P. 

HbeM 

HbePi 

HbMX 


The declension of the Relative pronoun KOTOpbiM 



M. N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

KOTOpbiM, KOTOpOe 

KOTopaa 

KOTOpbie 

G. 

KOTOpOrO 

KOTOpOM 

KOTOpbIX 

D. 

KOTOpOMy 

KOTOpOM 

KOTOpbiM 

A. 

KOTOpbiM, 

KOTOpOrO, KOTOpOe 

KOTOpyfO 

KOTOpbie, 

KOTOpbIX 

1 . 

KOTOpbiM 

KOTOpOM 

KOTOpbIMM 

P. 

KOTOpOM 

KOTOpOM 

KOTOpbIX 


♦ The use of the Possessive - reflexive pronoun cbom (someone's own) 

♦ CBOM appears in the Nominative only in the possessive constructions, 
for example: 

Y MeHfl ecTb cbom K/iioH. I have my own key. 

♦ In other cases CBOM qualifies the object which has a kind of ownship 
relation with the subject, for example: 

Oh He /iio6mt cbokd pabOTy. He does not like his job. 

H no3BOHio CBoePi noflpyre. I will call my friend. 

♦ CBOM declines like MOM 
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Part 5 

The Declension of Names, Geographic Names 
and Noun-replacing Pronouns 

THE DECLENSION OF RUSSIAN SURNAMES 

• Russian common male surnames usually end in -OB/-eB/-eB 
or -MH/-biH, for example: 

fleTpoB, BacmibeB, BacnneB,TK)pm-i, CmHMUbm 



Russian common female surnames usually end in -OBa/-eBa/-eBa 
or -MHa/-bma, for example: 

lleTpoBa, BacM/ibeBa, BacM/ieBa,TK)pnHa, CmHHUbma V^ 

The Plural forms of Russian surnames usually end in -OBbi/-eBbi/-eBbi 
or -MHbi/-biHbi, for example: 

rieipoBbi, BacM/ibeBbi, Bacn/ieBbi,TK)pm-ibi, CkiHMUbiHbL 

All these types of Russian surnames decline on the r ^ 
pattern of rieTpoB/neTpoBa/rieTpoBbi: w 


Vi Y 



O Norn 


© Gen. 


rieipOB 

neipoBa 

rieipoBbi 


Y fleTpoBa U 


/'rQ 
^ \ «!< 


s 

Vi 


y rieipoBOM 
y neTpoBbix^/^ 

Vi Y 




1 




ecTb co6aKa 


© Dat. 

r rieipoBy 

FI 3B0Hkin J. rieTpoBOM 

V rieipoBbiM 

0 Instr. 

^rieTpOBblM 
FI roBopkin c 4 rieipoBOM 

VfleTpOBblMM 


O Acc. 

a neipoBa 
FI BCTpeTMn J neipoBy 

LrieTpoBbix 
© Prep. 

r rieipoBe 

FI roBopkin o 4 rieTpoBOM 

V fleTpoBbix 


Part 5 
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THE DECLENSION OF RUSSIAN ADJECTIVAL SURNAMES 

Many common Russian surnames decline like adjectives. 

There are two main types: 

LT ^1 

r ' 

Type YcneHCKMM 

*_ * 


r ' 

Type To/lCTOM 
_ 


The Nominative ends in 
— 


-CKMM 

M. 

-CKan 

F. 

-CKMe 

PI. 


V -/ 

They decline on the pattern of 
pycCKMM - Mixed declension type 


The Nominative ends in 
— 


-OM 

M. 

-an 

F. 

-bie 

PI. 


■/ 

They decline on the pattern of 
HOBbiki - Hard declension type 


Type YcneHCKMM 


O Norn. 

M. YcneHCKMM 
F. YcneHCKan 
PI. YcneHCKMe 

0 Gen. 

r YcneHCKoro ^ 

Y < YcneHCKOM 4 HeT aeTen 
L YcneHCKMX J 


O Acc. 

f YcneHCKoro 
Oh BMAen -l YcneHCKyio 

LYcneHCKMX 

0 Instr. 
r YcneHCKMM 
Oh roBopmi c 4 y C neHCKOn 

L YcneHCKMMM 


0 Dat. 

r YcneHCKOMy 

Oh paccKa3an Bee J YcneHCKOM 

L. YcneHCKMM 

Oh roBopMn 06 ^ YcneHCKOM 

L. YcneHCKMX 
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Type 

To/ictom 



O Nom. 

M. To/ictom 
F. To/iCTan 
PI. To/iCTbie 


y 


© Gen. 

r To/iCToro j 

< To/ictom £ 6 bi/io MHoro jxeieiA 


T0/lCTblX J 


© Dat. 

/•To/ictomy 
Oh paccKa3an Bee J To/ictom 

^TO/lCTblM 


O Acc. 
/^To/iCToro 

Oh MHoro pa3 bmag/i n To/iCTyio 

'-To/lCTblX 



© Prep. 
To/ictom 
To/ictom 

T0/lCTblX 


0 Instr. 

/TO/lCTblM 

Oh MHoro pa3 BCTpena/ica c < To/ictom 

(-TO/lCTblMM 

Oh MHoro paccKa3biBan 

THE DECLENSION OF RUSSIAN PATRONIMICS 

♦ Russian Male Patronimics end in -obmh/-obmh/-mh like 
MBaH fleTpOBMH, klBaH BaCM/lbeBMH, klBaH Ky3bMMH. 


Russian Female Patronimics end in -OBHa/-eBHa/-MHHa like 
EneHa fleTpoBHa, E/ieHa BacM/ibeBHa, E/ieHa Ky3bMMHMHHa Vi 




♦All Russian female patronimics decline on the pattern of MoCKBa: 

MocKBa = E/ieHa = lleTpoBHa 
For example: 

Nom. Oto E/ieHa lleTpoBHa. 

Gen. Y E/ieHbi lleTpoBHbi HeT coSaKM. 

Dat. FI 3bohm/i E/ieHe lleTpoBHe. 

Acc. FI BMAe/i E/ieHy rieTpoBHy. 

Instr. FI TOBOpM/l C E/ieHOM rieTpOBHOM. 

Prep. Mbi roBopM/iM o EneHe fleTpoBHe. 


Part 5 
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♦ All Russian male patronimics decline on the pattern of MBaH, 
except for the Instrumental (-eM/-eM instead of -Om). 

For example: 

Nom. 3 to MBaH rieipoBMH. 

Gen. Y MBaHa neipoBMHa HeT co6aKM. 

Dat. FI 3BOHM/1 MBaHy rieTpoBMHy. 

Acc.=Gen. FI BMAe/i MBaHa rieTpoBMHa. 

Instr. FI roBopwi c MBaHOM fleTpoBHneM. 


(-eM in Ky3bMnneM) 

Prep. Mbi roBopkmn 06 MBaHe fleTpoBHHe. 



•Ao/fCf! 

THE DECLENSION OF NON-RUSSIAN PEOPLE'S NAMES 
• First names 


Male names 


Foreign first male names decline, only if they end in a consonant -a/- 

or a soft consonant 

(consonant + 

b). 


For example: 

A>KeK 

>=> 

y A>KeKa, 


3pMK 

>=> 

y 3pnKa, 


A>koh 

>=> 

y A>KOHa, 


MakiKfl 

>=> 

y MakiKna, 


AS^anna 


y A 6 Aan/ibi 

♦ Female names 




Foreign female names decline only if they 

end in -a, -a, -Mfl or -bn 

For example: 

KpMCTMHa 

>=> 

y KpncTnHbi, 


Cohh 

■=> 

y Cohm, 


CO(|)MH 

<=> 

y Co(|)mm 
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So, the majority of 

non-Russian first names, 


both male and female, are indeclinable in 

For example: 

Russian. 

J\fcUce! 

Bkinnki = 

y Bh/uim, 

fleo 

= y Jleo, 

berm = 

y Berm, 

Knep 

= y Knap, 

Hap/iM = 

y Hap/iki, 

3amt 

= y 3 amt 


• SURNAMES 

* Only consonant - ending male surnames can decline. 
For example: 


JleHHOH 

>=> 

y JleHHOHa 

Ciapp 

>=> 

y Ciappa 

bpayH 

>=> 

y bpayHa, 

SkiHiiiTeMH 

>=> 

y SkiHLUTekiHa etc. 


THE DECLENSION OF NON-RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 

♦ Russians decline (as nouns) only those non-Russian geographic 
names which are transcribed in Russian with the final consonant (both 
hard and soft), -M, -a, -R, -bfl or -MR. 


For example: 

me? 


flOHAOH 


B JIOHflOHe, 


Bpioccenb 

<=> 

b Bpioccene, 


KmaPi 

<=> 

b Kmae, 


TeM3a 

>=> 

Ha/B TeM3e, 


Aynaki 

<=> 

Ha/B Aynae, 


BeHeuMH 

<=> 

b BeHeuMM 


Poccmfi 

<=> 

B POCCMM, 

♦ Plural-only nouns: 

flaMkip 

>=> 

Ha flaMMpe 

A/ibnbi ■=> b Anbnax, 


etc. Vasam ■=> HaTaBakiFix, 

KaHapbi o Ha KaHapax 

etc. 
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PERSONAL PRONOUNS 

Russian personal pronouns are as follows: 

Singular Plural 

1 - n - 1 1 . Mbi - we 

2. Tbi - you (informal), Bbi - you (formal) 2. Bbi - you - (referring to 

3. oh - he, it, OHa - she, it, oho - it 3 . ohm - they more than one ) 

THE USE OF Tbl AND Bbi 

The use of Tbl and Bbi in Russian, when referring to one person, presents 
a certain difficulty for a foreign learner. 

Here you may find the main guidelines: 


• Talking to strangers in public places 

♦ adult & child ♦ adult & teenager or young person 



♦ adult & adult ♦ young person & young person 



♦ middle-aged adult & elderly person 


_ * 
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♦ 


• Talking to a familiar person 
friends and relatives always use Tbi 



at work 

same status 

younger person & older person 



The choice depends 
on many factors! 


different status 

lower status & higher status 



Tbi is used seldom 


♦ at kindergartens, schools, colleges and universities 

kindergarten school 


child & teacher 


schoolchild & teacher 



Part 5 
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college or university 

♦ student & teacher ♦ student & student 



* If Tbi is used instead of Bbi to an unknown adult 

in a public place, it can be taken for an insult. VoUce' 


♦ Referring to God, nature and animals we use Tbi. 



THE DECLENSION OF THE PERSONAL AND OTHER 

NOUN-REPLACING PRONOUNS 
All the pronouns can be divided into 


2 groups 

i; ^ 


First group 

Pronouns 
used as words 
characterizing nouns 


Second group 

Pronouns 
replacing nouns 
and proper names 


Part 5 
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The first group was described in Part 1 and Part 2. 

Now I will describe the second group. 

Among these pronouns are: 

□ the personal pronouns OH/OHa/OHO/OHM/n/Tbi/Mbi/Bbi, 

□ the Interrogative/Relative pronouns KTO/HTO, 

□ the Indefinite pronouns based on kto/hto, 

□ the Reflexive pronoun ce6fl, 

□ the Nominative pronoun 3TO, 

□ the generalizing words like BCe, BCe. 

THE DECLENSION OF THE PERSONAL PRONOUNS 
♦ The third-person pronouns oh «he, it», oho «it», OHa «she, it», 

ohm «they» 


A noun is replaced by these pronouns depending on the formally 
established gender. 

Same pronouns are used both 


for the animate and inanimate objects. 

The case forms are as follows: 


JVclice! 


♦ The case forms of oh «he, it» 
Norn. 3to mom flpyr. = oh Gen. 
This is my friend. 


Dat. 



Acc. 


Instr. 


Prep. 


Part 5 


Y Hero ecTb Maiui/iHa. 

He has a car. 

FI e^y k HeMy neTOM. 

I will visit him in the summer. 

FI 3B0Hkin eMy yTpoM. 

I called him in the morning. 

FI BCTpeTM/i ero b riapn>Ke. 

I met him in Paris. 

FI yHM/lCfl C HUM B LUKO/ie. 

We went to school together. 
FI nacTO o HeM Ayiviaio. 

I often think of him._ 
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Nom. 3 to MOM aom. = OH 

This is my house. 


Gen. Oko/io Hero ecTb CTOHHKa. 

There is a parking neat it. 

Dat. K HeMy noA'bexan 6o/ibiuoki aBTObyc. 

A big bus came up to it. 

Acc. Ero nocTpoM/iM 20 neT Ha3a,a. 

It was built 20 years ago. 

Instr. 3a hum ecTb CTOflHKa. 

There is a parking behind it. 

Prep. B HeM 6 no,a'be3 1 aoB. 

There are 6 entrances in it. 


The same case forms has the Neuter pronoun OHO «it». 



♦ The case forms of OHa «she, it» 


Nom. Bot moh noflpyra. = OHa 

Here is my (girl)friend. 


Part 5 


Gen. Y Hee ecTb cobaKa. 

She has a dog. 

Dat. FI noeay k Heu neTOM. 

I will go to her in the summer. 

or FI n03B0HK) ev\ 3aBTpa. 

I will call her tomorrow. 

Acc. FI BMAena ee Bnepa. 

I saw her yesterday. 

Instr. FI e^y c Heu B riapM>K. 

I will go to Paris with her. 

Prep. FI .ayMaio o Hen Bee BpeMR. 
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/ 

9 
9 
0 
9 
0 
- 

fi< 

We drove up to it early in the morning. 
Acc. Mbi nocTpowiM ee MHoro neT Ha 3 a,a. 


Nom. Bot moh flana. = OHa Gen. Oko/io Hee ecTb 6o/ibiuoe 03epo. 
Here is my summer cottage. There is a big lake near it. 

Dat. Mbi noAtexa/iki k Hen paHO yipoM. 


We built it many years ago. 
instr. riepeA Hen 6 o/ibwon ca,a. 

There is a big garden in front of it 

Prep. H >KMBy Ha Hen TO/lbKO neTOM. 

I live in it only in the summer. 

The case forms take initial H- when governed by a preposition: 

y Hero/ero, k h en/en etc. , . 

J JXoUee! 


9 

m 

I 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

* 

9 

s 

9 


♦ The case forms of the pronoun ohm - «they» 

Nom 3 T 0 MOM Apy3bfl. = OHM 

These are my friends. 

Gen. H >Knn y Hnx neTOM. 

I stayed with them in the summer. 

Dat. jq noeAy k HnM 3 aBTpa. 

I will go to them tomorrow. 

or H 3 B 0 Hnn nM BHepa. 

I called them yesterday. 

Acc. FI BCTpemn nx b JloHAOHe. 

I met them in London, 
instr. FI eAy c HnMn b l1apn>K. 

I will go with them to Paris. 

Prep. FI HaCTO AyMato o Hnx. 

I often think of them. 



* 

9 




9 


9 

9 

* 

9 



9 

9 



9 

p9 


Part 5 
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Nom 3T0 HOBbie paMOHbl = OHM 

These are the new regions. 

Gen. Oko/io hhx oSbiHHO ecTb nee. 

There is usually a forest near them. 

Dat. K hum ki^eT OAHa bo/ibwaa Aopora. 

There is one big road going to them. 

Acc. FI He niobnio mx. I don't like them. 

instr. Me>KAy HMMki m Meipo obbiHHO xoamt aBTobyc. 

There is usually a bus line between them and a metro station 

Prep. B hhx HeT Meipo. They don't have a metro line. 

♦ The case forms of h «l, me» 

Gen. Y MeHfl HeT MaiiiMHbi. I have no car. - ifjieckd\me! 

Dat. Oh He 3 bohm/i MHe. He didn't call me. 

Oh npneAei ko MHe 3aBTpa. 

He will come to me tomorrow. 

Acc. Oh MeHH He 3 HaeT. He doesn't know me. 
instr. Oh e^eT co mhom. He goes with me. 

Prep. A>koh roBopwi 060 MHe? Did John speak of me? 

♦ The case forms of Tbi «you» (informal) 

Gen. y Tebfl eCTb MaiUMHa? - ifjkeclcdcane! 

Do you have a car? 

Dat. FI no3BOHio Te 6 e 3aBTpa. I'll call you tomorrow. 

FI npkieAy k Tebe 3aBTpa. I'll come to you tomorrow. 

Acc. FI niob/iK) Tebfl. I love you. 
instr. FI noeAy c ToboPi. I'll go with you. 

Prep. FI nacTO AyMaio 0 Tebe. I often think of you. 

Gen. = Acc. ^ 

_ Dat. = Prep. _ 
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♦ The case forms of Bbi «you» - polite singular 

Gen. Y B3C eeTb (|)aKC? - 'Ipraidc/me! 

Do you have a fax machine? 

Dat. FI n03B0HK) BaM. 

I'll call you. 

FI npne,ay k BaM 3aBTpa. 

I will come to you tomorrow. 

Acc. FI Bac He 3Haio. 

I don't know you. 

instr. FI noeAy c BaMM. 

I'll go with you. 

Prep. FI MHoro c/ibiLua/i o Bac. 

I heard much of you. 

♦ The case forms of Mbi «we» 



y Hac HeT MaLUMHbl. - ca^e/ 

We don't have a car. 

OH He 3B0HM/1 HaM. 

He didn't call us. 

Oh npkieAeT k HaM 3aBTpa. 

He will come to us tomorrow. 

Ohm Hac He 3HaiOT. 

They don't know us. 

Ohm e^yT c HaMM. 

They go with us. 

Ohm o Hac HMnero He 3HaK)T. 

They don't know anything about us. 
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SUMMARY TABLE OF THE THIRD-PERSON PERSONAL PRONOUNS 


OH, 



OHa 


ero 


OHM 

©Gen. 




MX 

y Hee (ee) 0 instr. 

C HUM (mm)\m. N f 7 C He * 


y HMX (MX) 



C HMMM (MMM) 


k Heiviy (eiviy) 



k HePi (eM) 


b Hem 


K HMM (mm) 



B HeM 


B HMX 


THE DECLENSION OF THE PRONOUNS KTO/HTO 

• The Interrogative/Relative pronoun KTO refers to people. 

It is used both in the direct questions like: 

Kto 3T0? Who is that person? and in the indirect ones: 

Oh cnpocmi, kto noeaeT b KkieB. He asked who would go to Kiev. 

Here are the case forms of kto: 

Nom. Kto 3tot ne/iOBeK? Who is that man? 

Gen. Y Koro ecTb MaiuMHa? Who has a car? 

KoMy Bbi 3to roBopnnn? Whom did you tell it? 

K KOMy Bbi etxeie? Whom are you going to? 

Acc. Koro Bbi 3Aecb 3HaeTe? Whom do you know here? 

Instr. C KeM Bbi e^eTe? Whom are you going with? 

Prep. O kom Bbi roBopn/in? Whom are you talking about? 
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♦ The Interrogative / Relative pronoun HTO 

♦ HTO refers to a thing, animal or an action 

Hto 3 to? What is that? 

Hto 3to TaKoe? What is that? 

Hto oh Aenaei? What is he doing? 

♦ Like KTO, HTO can be used both in direct and indirect questions: 

Nom. Hto 3to? What is that? 

Gen. Hero Bbi SonTecb? What are you afraid of? 

Dat. Heiviy oh oh TaK paAyeTCH? What is he delighted with? 
Acc. Hto Bbi /no6nTe? What do you like? 

Instr. HeM Bbi HeAOBO/ibHbi? What are you dissatisfied with? 
Prep. O neM Bbi ayMaeTe? What are you thinking about? 


♦ 


The case forms of KTO and HTO are similar 
to the Masculine adjectival endings. 



The combination hto sto 3a? 

This combination is used as an equivalent of the pronoun «KaKOM»- 
especially when the answer with a specifying word is expected, as in: 

- Hto 3to 3 a 3«aaHne? What kind of building is it? 

- 3to TeaTp. 

The combination is used only in the Nominative of all genders and 
numbers. 

Compare: 

s. Hto 3to 3 a nepe^ana? 

What kind of program is it? 
pi. Hto 3to 3a aioah? 

What kind of people are they? 


Part 5 
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THE DECLENSION AND THE USE OF THE INDEFINITE PRONOUNS 

The Indefinite particles -TO, -Hn6yflb, -Koe can be attached to KTO, 
hto (also to KaKOM, nen, rae, KaK, Kyaa, Koraa, noneiviy) 

♦ KTO-TO, HTO-TO 

♦ KTO-TO takes the Masculine form even when reference is to a Female: 

BaM kto-to 3B0HMH. Someone called you. 

♦ HTO-TO takes the Neuter form: 

Hto-to yna/io. Something fell down. 

Hto-to yxacHoe. Something awfull. 

♦ kto-to - «someone», denotes an unknown or forgotten person, 
hto-to - «something», denotes a definite object or a thing, 
details of which are unknown to a speaker. 

♦ KTO-HM6yflb, HTO-HM6yflb 

♦ Forms in -HM6yflb denote someone or something indefinite, still to be 
decided or selected. 

♦ -HklSyflb forms are mostly used in questions, after imperatives, 
in conditional constructions: 

HTO-Hn6yAb c/iynwiocb? Has something happened? 
KTO-Hn6yflb 3 bohh/i? Has anyone called? 

KynM HTO-Hn6yAb Ha 33BTpaK. 

Will you buy something for breakfast. 

Ec/ih KTO-HkibyAb npkiefl eT, no3BOHMTe MHe. 

If someone arrives, call me. 

The Case Forms of these pronouns are similar to KTO and HTO forms: 
Notice that -TO and -HMSyflb do not change. 


♦ 

♦ 


Gen. 


Dat. 


Acc. 


Instr. 


Prep. 


Y Koro-Hn6yflb ecTb MauiMHa? 

Does anyone have a car? 

Bbl KOMy Hkl6yAb 3B0HH/1H? 

Did you call anyone? 

Bbi Koro-Hn6yflb TyT 3HaeTe? 

Do you know anyone here? 

Bbi roBopnnn c KeM-Hn6yAb? 

Did you talk to anyone? 

Bbl O KOM-Hkl6yflb roBopn/iM c A^ohom? 

Did you discuss anyone with John? 



JVotice! 
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♦ KOe-HTO, KOe-KTO 

♦ The Indefinite pronouns KOe-HTO and KOG-KTO decline like KTO and HTO, 

♦ KOe- forms refer to people or things which are not specified purposely, 

♦ Koe- does not decline, 

♦ KOe-KTO - refers to a group of people, 

♦ KOe-HTO - refers to a thing or two: 

HaAO Koe-HTO caenaTb. I have some things to do. 

♦ If prepositions are used, they appear between KOe- and the case form: 

MHe Haflo Koe c KeM noroBopnTb. I have to talk to someone. 

THE DECLENSION AND THE USE OF THE REFLEXIVE PRONOUN 

ce6n 

♦ The Reflexive pronoun ce6n and its case forms are used for all persons 
and both numbers irrespective of Gender. 

♦ It may correspond to: 

♦ forms with -self, 

♦ combinations with possessive pronouns or combinations with own, 

♦ or it is not translated at all. 

♦ This pronoun does not have the Nominative Case form. 


Gen. A>KOHyce6n. 

John is at his office. 

Dat. H npnrnaiuaio Bac k cede b tooth. 

I invite you to my place. 

Acc. Oh /iio6mt TO/ibKO cede. 

He loves only himself. 

Instr. Y Bac ecTb c codon .aoKyivieHTbi? 

Do you have any papers with you? 
Prep. Oh AyMaeT TO/ibKO o cede. 

He thinks only about himself. 
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THE REPLACING GENERALIZING PRONOUNS 3T0 AND BCe 

These pronouns can be used in a sentence both as a subject and an object. 
Their gender and number agreement is as follows: 

♦ sto/bcg + the Neuter of the Past tense verbs 

E.g. 

3to 6bmo MHTepecHO. It was interesting. 

Bee 6bmo xopowo. Everything was all right. 

♦ 3TO/BCe + the 3-d person Singular of the Present/Future tense verbs. 

E.g. 

3to 6y,aeT nmepecHO. It will be interesting. 

Bee by^eT xopoiuo. Everything will be all right. 

♦ When used as an object 3TO and BCe have the following case forms: 

Nom. 3 to MHTepecHO. It is interesting. 

Gen. OHa 3 Toro 6omtch. She is afraid of it. 

Dat. OHa aTOMy Bepm. She believes it. 

Acc. OHa 3 to 3HaeT. She knows it. 

Instr. OHa stmm MHTepecyeTCH. She is interested in it. 

Prep. OHa 06 stom 3HaeT. She knows it. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Nom. Bee xopoiuo. Everything is good. 

Gen. OHa Bcero 6 omtch. She is afraid of everything. 

Dat. OHa BceMy Bepm. She believes everything. 

Acc. OHa Bee 3HaeT. She knows everything. 

Instr. OHa BceM HHTepecyeTCR. She is interested in everything. 
Prep. OHa 06 BceM 3HaeT. She knows everything. 
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Part 6 The Case Usage 

O THE USE OF THE NOMINATIVE CASE 

The forms of the Nominative Case coincide with the dictionary form. 
The Nominative is used as follows: 

♦ It is used to denote the subject of an action or a state: 

Mon MaiuMHa ctomt b rapaxe. My car is in the garage. 

FI >KMBy b MocKBe. I live in Moscow. 

♦ It is used in «3TO» phrases: 

3to mom aom. This is my house. 

3to mom Apy3bn. These are my friends. 

♦ It is used in «BOT» phrases: 

Bot mom aom. Here is my house. 

Bot mom AOKyMeHTbi. Here are my documents. 

♦ It is used in possessive constructions: 

Y Bac ecTb MaiuMHa? Do you have a car? 

Y fleHbi ecTb jimllihmm 6 M/ieT. Lena has a spare ticket. 

♦ It is used in definitions: 

bynraKOB - mom caMbiM niodMMbiM nMcaie/ib. 

Bulgakov is my favourite writer. 

© THE USE OF THE GENITIVE CASE 

The Genitive is the most frequently used Russian case. 

It comprises about 70 % of all the case forms. 

The Genitive case can be used both with or without prepositions. 


We can speak about: 


Part 6 


the Genitive of Negation / Absense / Exception 

the Genitive of Possession 

the Genitive of Relation / Description 

the Genitive of Quantity 

the Genitive of Time 

the Genitive of Place 

the Genitive used after certain prepositions 

the Genitive used after certain verbs 

the Genitive of Comparison 

the Genitive of Special Descriptive characteristics 
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THE GENITIVE OF NEGATION / ABSENSE / EXCEPTION 

♦ The Genitive is used to express an absense or non-availiability 

of a person, object or quality, for example: 

Gen. 

Ero HeT. - He is not available. 

HaTaiuM He 6bino AOMa. - Natasha was not at home. 

Gen. 

Y MeHH HeT MaiuMHbi. -1 have no car. 

♦ Two prepositions - 6e3 - without and Kpoivie - except are used in the 
same meaning, for example: 

6e3 caxapa - without sugar 

Bee, KpoMe HaTaiuM - everyone except Natasha 

THE GENITIVE OF POSSESSION 

♦ The combination with the preposition y is used to denote possession 
of an object or some characteristics, for example: 

Gen. 

Y HaTawM ecTb cobaKa. 

Natasha has a dog. 

♦ The Genitive is used to denote an owner: 

3to MarnHHa Moero bpaia. It's my brother's car. 


THE GENITIVE OF RELATION / DESCRIPTION 


An object or a person is described in relation to another object/person, 
for example: 


+ 

Kapia Poccmm - map of Russia 

pacnMcaHkie noe3AOB - train schedule 


noun or 

proper name 
_ ! _ 


Gen. 

noun or 
proper name 



* 



pC 
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THE GENITIVE OF QUANTITY 

• The Genitive is used after words of indefinite or relative amount, 
for example: 

60/ibwe - more 
MeHbme - less 
Ma/10 - few, little 
MHoro - many, much 
Heiviayio -- not a few 
HeiviHoro - not many, a few 
HecKO/ibKO - several 
CKO/ibKO - how many, how much 
CTO/ibKO - so many, so much 


nyTb 

■ nyTb (coll.) - a bit 


♦ 

Gen. PI. 

♦ 

Gen. Sing. 


of countables 


of uncountables 


MHoro KHkir 


MHoro CHera 


many books 


much snow 


• The Genitive is used after words denoting certain amount, measure, 
containers, set of objects, for example: 


Gen. PI. 

♦ 

Gen. Sing. 

of countables 


of uncountables 

KunorpaMM nbnoK 


KunorpaMM caxapa 

6yKeT po3 

- 


6yTbinKa nuBa 


The Genitive is used to denote part of a whole, for example: 
KycoK xne6a, no/iHaiiiKn.The Genitive is used also after 


no/iTopa -1 V 2 

ABa C nO/lOBMHOM - 2 V, 
TpeTb - V 3 

neTBepTb - V 4 

TpMHeTBepTM - 3 / 4 


Gen. 

+ nmpa 



Only the Genitive Singular 

is used after these words. jVctice! 
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• The Genitive is used to denote the exact number of persons or objects: 


cardinal numerals + Gen. 

E.g. 

10 MMHyT 2 flHfl 

100 AO/inapoB 12 nacoB 


• There is a certain rule which regulates the use of the Genitive 
Singular or the Genitive Plural after the cardinal numerals. 

See below: 



JVotice! 


♦ 2, 3, 4 


1 


4 any number ending in 2, 3, 4 


j 


take the Genitive Singular 


E.g. 

2 ne/iOBeKa, 22 ne/iOBeKa, 102 nenoBeKa etc. 


♦ any number from 5 to 19 

♦ any number ending in a numeral from 5 to 19 

♦ any number ending in 0 


take the Genitive Plural 



5 ne/iOBeK 125 ne/iOBeK 

15 ne/iOBeK 120 ne/iOBeK 


♦ Cardinal numeral 1 and any number ending in 1 
take the Nominative Singular, for example: 

1 nac, 21 nac etc. 




• The Genitive Plural is used after the following collective and double 
numerals: 

ABoe, Tpoe, neTBepo, nfrrepo, tuecTepo, ceiviepo 

for example: ABOe AeTePi 


• The Genitive Plural is used after the following words: 

Tbicnna - thousand, mm/i/imoh - million, Mn/i/inapA - billion (10 12 ) 
for example: 

mh/i/imoh pyOneki, Tbicnna AO/inapoB. 
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THE GENITIVE OF TIME 

The Genitive of Time can be used both with or without prepositions. 

•The Genitive is used to denote: 

♦ dates of events 

Gen. Gen. 

Oh npnexa /1 nepBoro HHBapa agbhhocto nepBoro roaa 

♦ intervals 

yipo Benep 13 00 14 00 

Gen. Gen. Gen. Gen. 

Oh paSoTaeT c yipa ao Benepa. y Hac c naca ao asyx o6ea. 

♦ time points 

Gen. 

Oh paSoTaei TyT c ceHTFibpa. He works here from September. 

♦ age points or limits 

Gen. 

Oh Hanan Kypmb c HeTbipHa.au.aTM neT. 

He started smoking from the age of 14. 

♦ phases or parts of «time» words 

1941roa 1945 roa 

-*t*-- 

Gen. T Gen. 1 Gen. 

ao BOMHbl I BO BpeMfl BOMHbl I nOC/ie BOMHbl 


1991roa 


K 

-1- 1 — 


Gen. 

1 Gen.l Gen. 

4) 

'# 

b Hanane roaa 

b cepeaMHe roaa b KOHue roaa 

C5 

Gen. 

Gen. 

m 

& 

* 

coll. 6 yTpa - 6 a.m. 

6 Benepa - 6 p.m. 


Gen. 

Gen. 


2 naca ahh - 2 p.m. 

2 naca HOHM-2a.m. 

£ 
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♦ approximate time 

coll. OKono jx BeHaAuaTM - about twelve o'clock 

♦ time of the day 

first part of an hour : 

Gen. 

II 05 , 23 05 - nnTb mmhyt ABeHa^uaToro 

second part of an hour : 

Gen. 

II 30 , 23 30 - nonoBMHa ABeHa/maToro 

Gen. 

b nonoBMHe ABeHaAuaToro 
Gen. 

II 55 , 23 55 - 6e3 nflTM ABeinaAuaTb 


THE GENITIVE OF PLACE 

The Genitive of Place is used only after prepositions. 

It is used to denote the position of an object/person in relation 

to another object/person - both stationary and moving. 

♦ The following prepositions and adverbial combinations are used here: 


okotio - near 
y - near, at 

HeAa/ieKO ot - not far from 
6 /im3ko - close to 
Aa/iexo ot - far from 
Bfla/iM ot - far from 
HanpoTMB - opposite 

nocpeAti/nocpeAMHe 

- in the middle of 
cpe/w - among 


c/ieBa ot - to the left from 
cnpaBa ot - to the right from 
BnepeAM - in front of 
C3aAM/no3aAM - behind 
BHyTpM - inside 
CHapyacM - outside 




+ 


* 




Genitive 


BOKpyr - around 
Bflo/ib - along 
nonepeK - across 

mmmo - by, passing by 


'OA 

y 

* 


E.g Gen. 

HeAa/ieKO ot Haiuero AOMa - not far from our house 
Mbi >Knnn y Apy3en. We stayed at our friends. 
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♦ The Genitive is used to denote a place from where the action is directed 

(the starting point of motion). The following prepositions are used: 

M3, c, ot - from a place 
M3-3a - from behind 
M3-noA - from beneath 

E.g. 

Oh BepHyjicn m 3 napn>Ka Bnepa BenepoM. 

He came back from Paris yesterday night. 

R ObbIHHO BblXO>Ky M3 AOMa b 8 00 . 

I usually leave home at 8 00 . 

Oh npMexa/i c paboTbi oneHb no3AHO. 

He came from work very late. 

Mbi exa/iM ot CTOKronbMa Ha aBTobyce. 

We went from Stockholm by bus. 

♦ The Genitive is used to denote distance between two or more objects/ 
persons or part of the way: 

OT + Gen. -> AO + Gen. 

Ot MocKBbi ao KueBa Mbi exann bcio HOHb. 

From Moscow to Kiev we were driving the whole night. 

♦ After preposition AO the Genitive is used to denote a place of 
destination: 

KaK AoexaTb ao B0K3ana? How to get to the railway station? 

CKO/ibKO (nacoB) neTeTb ao JloHAOHa? 

How long does it take to get to London by air? 
also 

FI He Mory ao Bac A03B0HMTbcn. 

I can't reach you (by phone). 



Genitive 


Part 6 


page 81 


The Case Usage 









Eugenia Nekrasova 


A Basic Modern Russian Orammai 


THE GENITIVE USED AFTER CERTAIN PREPOSITIONS. 

The Genitive can be also used after several other prepositions 
or in other meanings than described earlier. 


♦ Preposition OT is used to denote a sender of an object: 

FI nonyHM/i ot HnKonan nMCbMO. 

♦ To denote relation between two objects or phenomena: 

k/iioh ot Mawm-ibi - key to the car (lit. key from the car) 
neKapcTBO ot anneprnu - anti-allergic medicine 

♦ Preposition M3-3a is used to denote a reason or a cause: 

FI ono 3 Aa/i M3-3a npobKn Ha paboTy. 

I came late to work because of a traffic jam. 

♦ Preposition Ann means for, meant for: 

3 to 6yiviara jxnn npMHTepa. 

The paper is for the printer. 


♦ Preposition M3 is used mostly with the following verbs: 


AejiaTb/cfle/iaTb M3 - to make 

M3r0TaB/lMBaTb/M3l~0T0BMTb M3 - 

to make, to manifacture, to produce 

CTpoMTb/nocTpoMTb M3 - to build 
BapMTb/cBapMTb M3 - to cook 
cocTonTb M3 - to consist of 

LUMTb/CLUMTb M3 - to Sew 

BR3aTb/cBR3aTb M3 - to knit 




Genitive 


it 

C5 

- 


* 



E.g. 3tot rlumk CAenaH M3 AepeBa. 



This box is made of wood. 

M \ 


3Ta KHkira coctomt m3 nnTki rnaB. 

Z» 

X 


This book consists of five chapters. 
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THE GENITIVE USED AFTER CERTAIN VERBS 

♦ The following verbs take the Genitive: 

♦ >Ke/iaTb - to wish 

E.g. >Kenaio bsm ycnexa! I wish you succes. 

Very often the verb is omitted: 

Bcero xopoiuero! All the best to you! 

It comes from >Kenaio BaM Bcero xopoiuero! 

♦ ^AaTb/noflOKflaTb - to wait 

E.g. Mbi >KAeM Baiuero OTBeTa. We are waiting for your reply. 

♦ He XBaTaTb - to lack, to be short of- used only impersonally 
E.g. MHe He XBaiaeT BpeMeHM. I am short of time. 

♦ He xoTeTb 

E.g. Oh He xoneT CKaHflana. He does not want any scandal. 

Oh He xoneT ap6y3a. He does not want the watermelon. 

♦ The Genitive is also used after some other verbs: 

boflTbca - to be afraid of 

M36eraTb - to avoid 

CTecHHTbcn - to be shy, to feel uneasy 

Ao6kiTbCfl - to achieve, to gain 

AoexaTb ao, AoSpaTbcn ao - to get to, to reach 

CTOMTb - to be worth 

B3HTb y - to take from someone 

cnpocMTb y - to ask someone 

nonpocMTb y - to ask someone to do or give something 
KyrmTb y - to buy something from a person or a company 

nepeBOflMTb/nepeBecTM c... - to translate from 

E.g. OHa boMTCFi cobaK. She is afraid of dogs. 

FI cnpoiuy y bpaTa. I'll ask my brother. 
HaflO nepeBecTM c aHr/iMMCKoro. 

You have to translate it from English. 
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THE GENITIVE OF COMPARISON 

As an alternative to HeM + Nom. the Genitive is used to denote an object 
or a person of comparison: 

Mom 6paT Monoxe MeHR 

My brother is younger than me. = Mom 6paT Mono>Ke, HeM n. 

THE GENITIVE OF SPECIAL DESCRIPTIVE CHARACTERISTICS 

The Genitive is used without any preposition to describe some 
characteristics of an object or a person: colour, model, size, dimension, 
age, brand etc. 

E.g. Oh KynM/i Bo/ibBO nocneAHen MO,ae/in. 

He bought the latest Volvo model, (lit. a Volvo of the latest model). 
Very often the Genitive descriptive combinations are used in questions: 


KaKoro pa3Mepa..? 

Asking about... 

size 

KaKOM MOAe/iM..? 

model, type 

KaKOM nopoAbi..? 

breed (of dogs, cats etc.) 

KaKoro pocia..? 

height of a person 

KaKOM A/lMHbl..? 

length 

KaKOM LUMpMHbl..? 

width 

KaKOM BbICOTbl..? 

height 

KaKOM rnybMHbi..? 

depth 

KaKoro copia..? 

brand, sort, type 

KaKoro KanecTBa..? 

quality 


©THE USE OF THE DATIVE CASE 
The Dative of Person 

The primary meaning of the Dative Case is to denote a person for whom 
an action is performed, for example: 

Dat 

lloMorMTe MHe. Help me. 

•The main verbs which take the Dative of Person are as follows: 

roBopnTb/cKa3aTb - to speak/say/tell 
OTBenaTb/oTBeTMTb - to answer/reply 
paccKa3biBaTb/paccKa3aTb - to tell 

3B0HMTb/n03B0HMTb - to call/phone 

noKa3biBaTb/noKa3aTb - to show 
_ AaBaTb/^aTb - to give 
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OTnpaB/iflTb/oTnpaBMTb - to send 
npMHOCMTb/npMHecTM - to bring 
rmaTMTb/3armaTMTb - to pay 

noMoraTb/noMOHb - to help oTnpaB/inTb/oTnpaBMTb - to send 

npMHOCMTb/npMHecTM - to bring 
noMoraTb/noMOHb - to help 

♦ The Dative of Person can be used in formally impersonal senteces. 

♦ When Russians wish to specify the state of a person they use 
the Dative, for example: 

Mine xo/ioaho. - I am cold. (lit. To me it is cold). 

♦ The Dative is used to denote age: 

Mine 20 neT. -1 am 20 years old. 

♦ The Dative is also used in formally impersonal sentences with a 
general meaning of necessity, possibility or obligation: 

E.g. MHe Ha,ao no3BOHkiTb. - 1 have to make a phone call. 

(lit. It is necessary to me...) 

also with HaAO, Hy>KHO - it is necessary, one has to... 

moxcho - may, it is possible/permitted 
He/ib3fl - it is not allowed, one must not 

The Dative is used after prepositions. 

Two common prepositions K and no take the Dative Case. 

♦ K - towards, to + verbs of motion 
npne3>KaMTe k HaM b tooth. Come to see us. 

Mbi nofl"bexa/iM k MocKBe no3AHO BenepoM. 

We approached Moscow late in the evening. 

4 no - by, along, about, according to, across, in 

It is the vaguest of all Russian prepositions, see some examples: 
exaTb no TBepcKon - to go by Tverskaya (street) 

3K3aMeH no pyccKOMy R3biKy - Russian exam (exam in/about 
Russian) 

e3AMTb no Poccmh - to travel about/around Russia 
no 3aK0Hy - according to the law 

no yTpaM - in the mornings 
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♦ Preposition no is also used with «communication» verbs to denote 
means of communication: 

noKa3biBaTb/noKa3aTb - to show 
CMOTpeTb/nocMOTpeTb - to watch, to : 

CKa3aTb - to say 

3BOHkiTb/no3BOHMTb - to call phone 
roBopMTb /noroBopMTb - to speak, to 

OTnpaBJiflTb/oTnpaBMTb - to send 
nocbmaTb/noc/iaTb - to send 
npMCbi/iaTb/npMC/iaTb - to send 
no/iyHaTb/no/iyHMTb - to recieve 

cjibiLuaTb/yc/ibiwaTb - to hear 
nepe/iaBaTb/nepeflaTb - to broadcast 
cooSiuaTb/cooSiuHTb - to broadcast 
BbiCTynaTb/BbiCTynMTb - to speak 

O the use of the accusative case 

The Accusative can be used both with or without prepositions. 
The Accusative is used: 

• to denote an object of an action (without prepositions), 

• to denote a direction of an action (with prepositions), 

• with a number of prepositional verbs and combinations, 

• with preposition npo (about) 

• with a great number of time-expressions (both with or without 
prepositions). 

•The Accusative without prepositions is used after transitive verbs 
to denote an object of an action (Direct object), for example: 

fl Kynn/i co6aKy. -1 bought a dog. 

subject action object 

expressed by in Accusative 
transitive verbs 


Dat. 

see + no TeneBM3opy 


Dat. 

talk + n0 Terie( t )0H y 


+ 


Dat. 

no noHTe 
no (|>aKcy 


Dat. 

+ no paAMO 
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♦ The Accusative is also used with the same model to denote cost, 
measure, distance: 

3ia cobaica ctout TbiCFmy AO/i/iapoB. 

The dog costs one thousand dollars. 

Mbi npoexa/in nnTb tmchh KnnoMeTpoB. 

We drove a thousand kilometers. 

• The Accusative is used to denote the direction of an action or a place 
of destination after prepositions B, Ha, nOA, Hepe3, 3a, for 
example: 

fl e Ay b /Iohaoh. | am going to London. 

subject action object in Accusative 

expressed by 
motion verbs 

Some other examples include: 

R may Ha BbicTaBKy. 

I am going to the exhibition. 

R OTnpaBM/i <f>aKC b TIohaoh. 

I sent a fax to London. 

Oh no/io>KM/i AeHbrM b ceM(|). 

He put the money into the safe. 

Oh nocTyrm/i b yHMBepcMTeT. 

He was admitted to the university. 

FI n03B0HMJl B napMXC. 

I made a call to Paris. 

Oh nocTaBM/i KopobKy noA cto/i. 

He put a box under the table. 

Oh yexa/i paboTaTb 3a rpaHMuy. 

He went to work abroad. 

FI say 3a ropoA- 
I am going to the countryside. 

Oh BbicTpe/iMJi b no/iMueMCKoro. 

He shot a policeman. 

Ero paHM/iM b KO/ieHO. 

He was wounded in his knee. 
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• The Accusative is used after certain prepositional verbs: 
3an/iaTmb 3a 6n/ieT -to pay for the ticket 

Bepmb b 6ora - to believe in God 

npoASTb 3a Tbicany flo/i/iapoB - to sell for one thousand dollars 
HaKa3aTb 3a npecTyrmeHMe - to punish for a crime 
ronocoBaTb 3a «3e/ieHbix» - to vote for the «Greens» 

TpaTmb «aeHbrn Ha khutm - to spent money on books 

OTBeTMTb Ha Bonpoc - to answer a question 

B/uobMTbCR b cocefl a - to fall in love with a neighbour 

MrpaTb b (|) yT6cm - to play football 

nocTynaTb b flBepb - to knock on the door 

roBopMTb nepe3 nepeBOflHMKa - to converse through an 

interpreter 

• The Accusative is also used in some combinations: 
peueriT Ha aHTn6noTMK - prescription for antibiotics 
penc Ha /Iohaoh - flight to London 

6n/ieT Ha KOHuepT - ticket for the concert 

cneT 3a Man - bill for May 

jxe HbrM Ha 6n/ieT - money for the ticket 

• In everyday conversation the preposition npo (about) followed by 

the Accusative is used instead of o «about» followed by the 
Prepositional: 

paccKa3aTb npo noe3AKy - to tell about the trip 

• Some prepositional verbs with preposition Ha are used to denote the 
date or the time for which something has been arranged: 

Ha3HaHMTb BCTpeny Ha noHefle/ibHMK BTopoe HHBapa. 

To arrange the meeting for January the second. 

Other verbs which are used in the construction include: 

3aKa3aTb Ha - to order for 
nepeHecTM Ha - to postpone to... 

OT/io>KMTb Ha - to postpone to... 
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♦ The Accusative can be used in the following time-expressions: 

♦ with days of the week: 

b noHefle/ibHMK - on Monday 
bo btophmk - on Tuesday 
b cpe,ay - on Wednesday 
b neTBepr - on Thursday 
b rmTHi/iuy - on Friday 
b cy66oTy - on Saturday 
b BOCKpeceHbe - on Sunday 

♦ with festivals and public holidays: 

B/Ha HoBbiki toa - at the New Year 
B/Ha PoxAecTBO - at Christmas 
Ha riacxy - at Easter 

♦ to denote a period of time: 

FI 6bm HeAe/iK) b McnaHHH. I spent a week in Spain. 

FI eAy Ha He^e/iK) b McnaHHfo. I am going to Spain for a week. 

♦ after «nepe3» - in 

FI eAy nepe3 HeAte/iio b McnaHmo. In a week I am going to Spain. 

♦ with «Ha3a,a >> - ago 

FI e3An/i b McnaHHK) He/te/iio Ha3a<a. I went to Spain a week ago. 

♦ after «3a» - to denote the time taken to complete the action: 

Mbi Aoexa/iM ao ropoAa 3a nac. 

It took us an hour to get to the town. 

♦ to denote frequency of occurence: 

pa3 b HeAenio - once a week 
pa3 b MecFiu - once a month 
pa3 b toa - once a year 
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♦ with «b» - in, during, in the time of... 
b nnoxyio noroAy - in bad weather 

b >Kapy - when it s hot bo BpeMFi BOMHbn , . .. 

b xo/ioa - when it's cold B B0 MHy (coll.) i durin 9 the war 

b 3HMHee BpeMFi - in winter time 

b cpeAHMe BeKa - in the middle ages 
b Haiue BpeMfl - in our time 
b CTa/inHCKne BpeMeHa -in Stalin's time 
b nepnoA «3acTon» - in stagnation period 
b no/iAeHb - at midday 
b no/iHOHb - at midnight 
b nac - at one o'clock 
b noc/ieAHfoio MnHyTy - at the last minute 
b 3tot, npoiu/ibiki, 6yAym.nn btophuk - this, last, next Tuesday 
b nepBbiM AeHb - on the first day 
b to yipo - that morning 

bo BpeMeHa rieipa nepBoro - in the reign of Peter the First 

Note BO BpeMeHa + Gen is used mostly for the distant past. 

0 THE USE OF THE INSTRUMENTAL CASE 

• The case got its name from one of its uses, 
it is the case form for the instrument used to do something, as in: 

nope3aTbcn ho>kom - to cut oneself with a knife. 

• However, it is not the most important use to learn. 

More important is its use after six prepositions: 

c, 3a, MewAy, HaA, nepeA, noA 

• The Preposition C 

♦ c - with, don't confuse it with c + Gen., meaning «from» 

FI eAy TyAa c HaTaweki. -1 go there with Natasha. 

FI roBopn /1 Bnepa c HaTawen. 

-Yesterday I spoke to... (lit. with Natasha) 

also BMecTe c - together with - FI eAy TyAa BMecTe c HaTaweki. 

6yTep6poA c mkpom - caviar sandwich (lit. sandwich with caviar) 

♦ The Instrumental is used after some verbs taking the preposition c 

no3ApaBMTb c - to congratulate on 
AoroBopkiTbcn c - to settle with somebody 
BCTpeTMTbcn c - to meet with 
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•The Instrumental is used after 5 prepositions to denote a place of an object: 

♦ 3a - behind 

MawMHa ctomt 3a aomom. The car is parked behind the house. 

♦ Me>K,ay - between 

MaiukiHa ctomt Me>KAy AOMaMM. 

The car is parked between the houses. 

♦ hsa - above, over, on 

Mbi neTe/iM HaA A/ibnaMM. We flew above the Alps. 

♦ nepeA - in front of, before 
MamMHa CTonna nepeA aomom. 

The car was parked in front of the house. 


♦ 


♦ 



Preposition nepeA can also be used in time-expressions: 

nepeA 3aBTpaK0M - before breakfast 

noA - under IIoa rocTMHMueM ecTb 6o/ibiuoM rapa>K. 

There is a big garage under the hotel. 

also noA Mockbom - near Moscow 
The Instrumental is used after a number of verbs of which 
the most common are 6bm/6yAeT: 


JVoUce! 


Oh 6bin M3BecTHbiM (j)OTorpa(|)OM. He was a famous photographer. 
Oh 6yAeT XMpyproM. He will become a surgeon. 

KorAa h 6bin ManeHbKMM... When I was small... 


Also pabOTaTb AMpeKTopoM nmo/ibi, 3aHMMaTbCH (j)OTorpa(|)MeM, 
MHTepecoBaTbCFi (J)OTorpa(|)MeM 
Some other verbs which take the Instrumental: 


HB/lFITbCH - to be 

Ka3aTbcn - to seem 
CHMTaTbcn - to be considered 
ocTaTbcn - to remain, to stay 
ropAMTbcn - to be proud of 
Hac/ia>KAaTbCH - to delight in 
yB/ieKaTbcn - to be obsessed with 
XBacTaTbcn - to boast of 
OT/iMHaTbcn - to be distinguished by 
naxHyTb - to smell of 
ToproBaTb - to trade in 

Part 6 


KOMaHAOBaTb - to command 
ynpaB/iHTb ) to control 
pyKOBOAMTb j to manage, to run 
B/iaAeTb - to own 
>KepTBOBaTb -sacrifice 
SoneTb - to be sick 
nnaTMTb - to pay (in) 

KopMMTb - to feed (with) 
HarpaAMTb - to reward (with) 
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• The Instrumental case is used after some prepositional verbs: 

Oh paSoTan HaA KOHTpaKTOM. He worked on a contract. 

Oh CMenncFi HaA cbomm ApyroM. He laughed at his friend. 

• Preposition 3a is also used to denote a purpose of action: 

H may 3a xnedOM. I am going to buy bread. 

• The Instrumental without a preposition is used to denote the time of 
events (parts of the day, seasons): 

yTpoM - in the morning 
AHeM - in the afternoon 
BenepoM - in the evening 
HOHbio - at night 
3 mmom - in (the) winter 
BecHOM - in (the) spring 
neTOM - in (the) summer 
oceHbio - in (the) fall/autumn 

• Also Oh AOBO/ieH CBoeu paboTOM. He is satisfied with his job. 


© THE USE OF THE PREPOSITIONAL CASE 

The Prepositional case is used only after the following prepositions: 
B, Ha - to denote a place or time, 

O - about, npkl - in the time of 


• The Prepositional is used after B and Ha to denote a place: 


CekiHac a >KMBy b MocKBe. I live in Moscow now. 

H 6bina Ha BbiCTaBKe. I have been to the exhibition. 
b AHBape - in January etc. 
b npow/iOM roAy - last year 
b cneAyiOLueM Mecnue - next month 
Ha 3tom HeAene - this week etc. 

3t 0 6bmO B (TbICFIHa AeBflTbCOT) COpOK BOCbMOM rOAY- 

- It was in 1948. 

Oh >km/i b AGBHTHaAuaTOM BeKe. He lived in the 19-th century. 


C5 

- 


* 



pC 
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♦ Some other verbs used with this case after prepositons B, Ha: 
paSoTaTb B/Ha - to work 
yHMTbca B/Ha - to study 
HaxoAMTbCH B/Ha - to be (situated) 
ry/iHTb B/Ha - to take a walk 
poflHTbcn B/Ha - to be born 
ocTaTbCH B/Ha - to stay 
CMAeTb B/Ha - to sit 
ne>KaTb B/Ha - to lie 
BMceTb B/Ha - to hang 
kirpaTb b - to play (sports) 

kirpaTb Ha - to play (music instruments) and some others. 


• After b or Ha the Prepositional is used to denote means of transport: 
FI noe,ay Ha MaiuMHe. I will go by car. 


• The Prepositonal is used with the following verbs after the preposition 0: 

AyMaTb o... - to think 
roBopmb o... - to speak, to talk 
nkicaTb o... - to write 
HmaTb o... - to read 
paccKa3biBaib o... - to tell 
cnpaiuMBaTb o... - to ask 
3HaTb o... - to know 
E.g 

Oh He /iio6mt roBopmb o CBoePi paboTe. 

He does not like to talk about his work. 


After npM the Prepositional is used to denote a period 

npri uape - in tzar time 
npM CianMHe - in Stalin's time 
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Part 7 Verbs 

THE SYSTEM OF THE RUSSIAN VERB 

Russian verbs have the following forms: 

♦ The Infinitive - nmaTb - to read 

{ Present Tense - a HMTaio - 1 read, I am reading 

Past Tense - a HMTan, -1 read, I have read 
Future Tense - a 6y,ay HMTaTb - I will read, 

I will be reading 

♦ The Imperative - HnTakiie, no>Ka/iyncTa! - Please, read! 

♦ The Conjunctive mood - Past Tense + 6bi, 

a HMTan 6bi - 1 would read, 

The verbs also have some other forms: 

♦ The participles and 
♦ The adverbial participles or gerunds 

♦ Many verbs have the reflexive particle - ca (-Cb) attached to all their 
forms, for example: 

BepHyTbcn - to return, 

yHHTbcn - to study etc. 

♦ When studying the Russian Verb system you have also to bear in mind 

such an unusual characteristics as the Aspect. 

♦ The verbs of motion, particularly non-prefixed verbs, form a peculiar 
group which needs special treatment. 

THE INFINITIVE AS A BASE FOR THE VERB FORMS 

In the dictionaries the Russian verbs are registered in the Infinitive. 
The Infinitive is the form which does not have any ending indicating 
the Tense. It is possible to say that the Infinitive is the «naked» form 
of the verb. So, to «dress» the verb you have to add the Tense endings 
to it. Further you will learn how to do it. 

There are three Tenses in Russian: 


The Present Tense 
The Past Tense 
The Future Tense 
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THE USE OF THE INFINITIVE IN RUSSIAN 


The infinitives end in: -Tb, -CTb, -Hb, -TM, -CTM, -3Tb, -3TM 


The combinations with the Infinitive can be represented by the following 
scheme: 


O Verbs 


0 


AO/l>KeH 

Hy>KHO/ 

H3AO 

MO>KHO 

He/1b3fl 



© 


«lt is» phrases 
with «0» forms 


O The Infinitive is normally combined with a great many verbs: 

FI mobnio HmaTb. I like reading. 

FI xony noexaTb Ha aKCKypcmo. I want to go sightseeing. 

Oh npocn /1 mchfi npMATM. He asked me to come. 

FI Bcenaa 6y,ay BaM noivioraTb. I will always help you. 

0 The Infinitive is used in the sentences with the meaning of obligation, 
supposition, permission or prohibition, for example: 

MHe Hy>KHO padoTaTb. I have to work. /1 must work. 

Oh AO/ixeH npnexaTb 3aBTpa. 

He should come tomorrow. 

He is supposed to come tomorrow. 

Mo>kho noexaTb Ha Meipo.You can go by subway. 

3Aecb Henb3fl CTaBMTb MawMHy.You cannot park your car here. 

It's forbidden to park your car here. 

0 The infinitive is used with the ... « 0 »- forms in phrases like: 

TpyflHO BOflMTb MaiilMHy b MocKBe. 

It is difficult to drive a car in Moscow. 
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THE ASPECT 

The Russian verb has an extra characteristics: the Aspect. 

The action expressed by a verb may be viewed from different stand 
points: completion, frequency of occurance, action in progress, 
statement of fact etc. 

The Aspect is manifested through prefixes or suffixes and not through 
the endings as the tenses do. Practically each Russian verb belongs 
either to the Imperfective or the Perfective Aspect. 

Most Russian verbs go in pairs of Imperfective and Perfective verbs, 

for example: Ae/iaTb - caenaTb - to do 

The Aspect of the Verb is always marked in the dictionaries. 

E ‘9‘ JVcfa 

Ae/iaTb - Imperfective 


CflenaTb - Perfective 

♦ The verbs which make up an Aspect pair generally have the same 
meaning, i.e. they name one and the same real action, for example: 

Ae/iaTb/c/ienaTb - to do, 

Ae/iaTb - to do, 

CflenaTb -lit., to have something done. 


♦ The Tense formation scheme: 


Stem 

of the verb 

s_ * 



— 

Tense ending 

s * 


♦ The Aspect formation scheme: 




Stem 

of the verb 


+ 


-\ 

Tense 

ending 

v y 


♦ Mind that the Aspect goes through the whole system of the verb: 
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THE ASPECT IN THE TENSE SYSTEM 

♦ The Aspect is a kind of a rod which goes through the Tense system 
of the Russian verb. 

♦ With reference to the Aspect, the Tense system of the Russian verb can 

be presented by the following scheme: 

O Imperfective Aspect (First Form) 

PRESENT TENSE 

These verbs are simply called the Imperfective verbs. 


-\ 

PAST TENSE 
_ 



0 Perfective Aspect (Second Form) 


PAST TENSE 

.. .. 


FUTURE TENSE 


These verbs are simply 
called the Perfective verbs. 


THE PRESENT TENSE OF THE VERBS 


♦ Only the Imperfective verbs can be used in the Present Tense. 

Imperfective verb JUwe! 



♦ In the Present Tense verbs change for person and number - they conjugate. 
Each person has its own ending. There are two types of personal endings, 
in accordance with which verbs fall into 

1 ^ ^1 

O -st and 0 -nd 

conjugation conjugation 


♦ As a base for the Present tense formation we use part of the Infinitive, 
for example: 

The infinitive Present tense stem 

3HaTb -> 3Ha- 

roBopmb -> roBop- 


page 97 


sqaaA 























Eugenia Nekrasova 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 

O -ST CONJUGATION, REGULAR FORMATION 

♦ Many Russian 1-st conjugation verbs are conjugated on the pattern 
of 3H3Tb (vowel stem): 

H 3HaK) Mbl 3HaeM 

Tbi 3 Haem b Bbi 3HaeTe 

OH, OHa 3HaeT OHM 3HaiOT 


♦ 


♦ 


The 1-st conjugation («e» conjugation) comprises the verbs ending in 

-aTb, -RTb, -eTb, -oBaTb, -eBaTb, -HyTb, -tm, -Hb. 

The Present Tense endings are as follows: 

Singular 

-y - after consonants 

a { 


-K) - after vowels 
and b(soft sign) 
Tbi -eiub/ -eiub 

oh, OHa -ei/ -eT 


Plural 

Mbl 

Bbl 


OHM 



-eM/-eM 

-eie/-eie 

-yT - after consonants 


-K)T - after vowels and 

b(soft sign) 


^xxcefdixm!. '/ Some -MTb verbs also belong to the 1-st Conjugation: 
>KMTb - to live, nMTb - to drink, riMTb - to pour and some others. 


© -ND CONJUGATION, REGULAR FORMATION 

♦ Many Russian 2-nd conjugation verbs are conjugated on the pattern 

of TOBOpMTb (consonant stem): 

H TOBOpiO Mbl TOBOpMM 

Tbi rOBOpMLUb Bbl TOBOpMTe 

OH, OHa TOBOpMT OHM TOBOpRT 

♦ The 2-nd conjugation comprises verbs ending in - MTb. 

♦ The Present Tense endings are as follows: 


Singular 


Plural 

s -y - after r, K, >K, H, uj, m. 

Mbl 

-MM 

4 

Bbl 

-MTe 

^-K) - in other cases. 


r -aT after r, K, >K, 

Tbi -MUJb 

OHM A 

1 h, in, m 

OH, OHa -MT 

I 

— RT in other cases. 
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Gxce^iicn! ! ! 

♦ A big group of common verbs ending in -aTb, -flTb and -eTb 

also belongs to the 2-nd Conjugation («M» Conjugation). 
Among them are: 



CMOTpeTb - to watch, 

to look at, to see 
BMAeTb - to see 
c/ibiiuaTb - to hear 
/ie>icaTb - to lie 
CMfleTb - to sit 
CTOHTb - to stand 
cnaTb - to sleep 


MO/inaTb - to be silent 
KpMnaTb - to shout, to scream 
3aBMceTb ot - to depend on 
CTynaTb - to knock 
,aep>KaTb - to hold, to keep 
AbiwaTb - to breathe 

and many others. 


E g. BMAeTb 


R BM>Ky Mbl BMAMM 

Tbl BklAMLUb Bbl BMAMTe 

OH BMAMT OHM BMflBT 


Prefixed verbs of both conjugations follow the same conjugation 

pattern as their root verbs, for example: Yotice' 

BMAeTb - 2-nd conjugation - to see - OH bmamt 

yBMfleTb - 2-nd conjugation - to see (suddenly)- oh ybmamt 


THE IRREGULAR 1-ST CONJUGATION 

With some verbs the Present Tense stem differs from the Infinitive stem. 
See them below. 

• Dropping of some parts of the Infinitive 


♦ Verbs in -aBaTb: 

AaBaTb - to give 

Ba- is dropped. 

The stem is -J \a 


n ask) Mbi AaeM 

Tbi Aaewb Bbi AaeTe 

oh AaeT ohm AaioT 

also - y3HaBaTb - to recognize 
BCTaBaTb - to get up etc. 


♦ Verbs in -OBaTb/-eBaTb: 
ro/iocoBaTb - to vote 
-OBa- is dropped, -y- is added. 
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n ro/iocyio Mbi ro/iocyeM 
Tbi ro/iocyeuib Bbi ro/iocyeTe 
oh ro/iocyeT ohm ronocyioT 
also - TpebOBaTb - to demand 
- r TpeSyio etc. 


page 99 


Verbs 











Eugenia Nekrasova 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


♦ changing of the stem vowel 

♦ neTb - to sing 

a noio Mbi noeM 
Tbi noeiub Bbi noeie 
oh noeT OHM nOKDT 

♦ -B appears in conjugation: 

>KMTb - to live 

H >KMBy Mbl >KMBeM 

Tbl >KMBeLUb Bbl >KMBeTe 

OH >KMBeT OHM >KMByT 

♦ Verbs in -MTb: 

riMTb - to drink 

h nbio Mbi nbeM 
Tbi nbeiub Bbi nbeie 
oh nbei ohm nbioT 


♦ 6paTb - to take 
fi 6epy Mbi 6epeM 

Tbi 6epewb Bbi 6epeTe 

oh 6epeT ohm 6epyT 


also - n/ibiTb - to swim 


also 

6MTb - to strike, fi 6bio 
riMTb - to pour, FI fiblO 
UJMTb - to sew, R LUbhO etc. 


♦ Verbs in -blTb: 
MbITb - to wash 


FI MOK) 

Tbl MOeiilb 
OH MOeT 
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Mbl MOeM 
Bbi MoeTe 
OHM MOIOT 


page 100 


Verbs 








Eugenia Nekrasova 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 

♦ Verbs in -aTb with consonant interchange throughout conjugation: 
nMcaTb - to write, c/uj interchange 

a nmuy Mbi nMLueM 

Tbi mweLUb Bbi nkiiueTe 

oh mujeT ohm nkiiuyT ck/lu 

MCKaTb - to look for, to seek 

fl MlUy Mbl MLUeM 

Tbl MLUeiUb Bbl MLUeTe 

OH, OHa MmeT OHM MLU,yT 

t/h - lueniaTb - to whisper - a Luenny 
k/h - rmaKaTb - to weep - a n/iany 

3/>k - Ba3aTb - to knit - a Ba>Ky 


-TM verbs: 

MflTM - 

to go 

a MAy, Tbi MAeiub, oh ma§t 

Mbi MAeM, Bbi MAeTe, ohm MAyT 

Be3TM - 

to convey 

a Be3y, Tbi Be3eiub, oh Be3eT 

Mbi Be3eM, Bbi Be3eTe, ohm Be3yT 

pacTM - 

to grow 

a pacTy, Tbi pacTeiub, oh pacTeT 

Mbi pacTeM, Bbi pacTeTe, ohm pacTyT 

HeCTM - 

to carry 

a Hecy, Tbi Hecenib, oh HeceT 

Mbi HeceM, Bbi HeceTe, ohm HecyT 

BeCTM - 

to lead 

a BeAy, Tbi BeAeLUb, oh boagt 

Mbi BeAeM, Bbi BeAeTe, ohm BeAyT 


♦ Verbs in -aTb like: 

>KAaTb - to wait 

a >KAy Mbi >K^eM 

Tbi >Kflemb Bbi >KAeie 

oh, OHa >ka©t ohm >KAyT 
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also 


pBaTb - to tear, 
BpaTb - to lie 


pQ 
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♦ Verbs in -CTb/3Tb: 
K/iacTb - to place 
fi K/iaAy 
Tbi K/iaaeiub 
oh, OHa K/ia,aeT 


Mbi Kna^eM 
Bbi KnaaeTe 

ohm KnaAyT 


The verbs described before had the peculiarity gone throughout 
the conjugation. But now you'll meet with a special case: 4rj . , 

* Xctice! 

♦ Verbs in -Hb: 

MOHb - to be able 


H/r/>K interchange 


a Mory 

Tbl Moxeiub 


Mbl MO>KeM 
Bbi MOxeTe 


OH, OHa MO>KeT OHM MOryT 

also Tenb - to flow h/k 

nenb - to bake k/h 


interchange 


fi neKy 
Tbi neneiub 
oh, OHa neneT 


Mbi neneM 
Bbi neneTe 
ohm neKyT 


THE IRREGULAR 2-ND CONJUGATION 
Regular -MTb verbs are conjugated as TOBOpHTb: 
consonant stem 

noMHMTb - to remember, KypMTb - to smoke, 

BepMTb - to believe, ynMTb - to teach, to learn, 

AapMTb - to give (as a present), 
vowel stem 

CTpoMTb - to build, CTOMTb - to coast also 

CTOFiTb - to stand 

SoFiTbcn - to fear 

Irregular conjugation of v\ verbs 

A consistent feature of the second conjugation is the change 
(mutation) of the consonant in the first person Singular of verbs 

ending in -MTb and -eTb. 

So, the 1-st Person Sigular differs from other forms. 

JVotlce! 
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♦ -n appears in the 1-st Person Singular: 

niobMTb - to love, to like 

fi nio6/ito Mbimo6nM 

Tbi /no6kiujb Bbi /iio6me 
oh, OHa /iio6mt ohm aio6at 

also roTOBlMTb - to cook, to prepare - a roTOB/iio, 
CTaBlMTb - to put - A CTaB/llO, 

cnlaTb - to sleep - a cn/ 110 , 

KopMlMTb - to feed - a kopmjiio, 

ZlOBlMTb - to catch - A /10B/1IO, 

TepnleTb - to tolerate - a Tepn/iio and some others 


♦ fl/>K interchange: 

BMAeTb -to see 


A BM>Ky 
Tbl BMflMLiJb 


Mbl BMAMM 
Bbl BMflMTe 


OH, OHa BMAMT 


OHM BMAAT 


also CMAleTb - to sit 
rnaAlHTb - to iron 
xofllMTb - to go, to walk 


♦ t/h interchange: 

zieieTb -to fly 


a neny 

Tbi neTMiub 

oh, OHa neTMT 


Mbl FieTMM 
Bbi neTMTe 
OHM neTAT 


♦ t/h interchange : 
nnaTMTb -to pay 


a nnany 

Tbi nnaTMLUb 
oh, OHa n/iaTMT 


Mbi nnaTMM 
Bbi nnaTMTe 
ohm nnaTAT 
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♦ c/LU interchange: 

npocMTb -to ask 

a npomy Mbi npocMM 

Tbi npocMiiib Bbi npocMTe 

OH, OHa npOCMT OHM npOCAT 
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IRREGULAR VERBS NOT FOLLOWING ANY PATTERN 

A number of verbs do not follow any of the above patterns. 
Some of them also include the elements of both conjugations. 
See them below: 



♦ xoTleTb - to want 

fl XOHy Mbl XOTMM 

Tbi xoneiub Bbi xoTMTe 
oh, OHa xoneT ohm xotht 
(also h/t interchange) 


♦ ecTb - to eat 
a eM 
Tbi ewb 
oh, OHa ecT 


Mbi e,alMM 

Bbi e^lMTe 

OHM eAlHT 


♦ 6e>KlaTb - to run, 
n 6ery 

Tbi 6e>KMLUb 
OH, OHa 6e>KMT 


also r/>K interchange 
Mbl 6e>KMM 
Bbi 6e>KMTe 
ohm 6eryT 


♦ 

♦ 


6biTb - to be 

Only one form is used - eCTb, 

which is the 3-d Person Singular and Plural 

THE PAST TENSE OF THE VERBS 




The Past Tense formation is based on the Gender Principal (Singulars). 

The stem which serves as a base for the Past Tense formation comes 
from the infinitive. 

The infinitives end in: -Tb, -CTb, -Hb, -TM, -CTM, -3Tb, -3TM . 


♦ As for the Past Tense Formation all the verbs 

fall into 2 groups 

o First Group 0 Second Group 


-Tb, -CTb 

verbs 


Regular Past Tense formation, 
modern productive type of verbs, 

vowel stem. 


© Second Group 

-Mb, -TM, -CTM, -3Tb, 
-3TM, several -Tb verbs 

^ -A 

Irregular Past Tense formation, 
non-productive old type of verbs, 

consonant stem. 


Part 7 


page 104 















Eugenia 




* 

88 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


O First Group, Regular Past Tense Formation 


-Tb verbs, vowel stem 


Let us take, for example, the verb to be - 6biTb. 

To give the Masculine Past we have to replace -Tb by -Ji: 

OblTb ■=> OH 6bl/l 

he was, he has been 



Stem + -n 


♦ The Feminine Past - we replace -Tb by 

6biTb ■=> OHa 6bi/ia 

she was, she has been 


-jia 



Stem + -/la 


♦ The Neuter Past - we replace -Tb by -/10: 

6blTb ■=> 3T0, oho 6b\no 
it was, it has been 


Stem + -no 


The Past agrees also in Number: 

Mbi 6bi/in - we were, we have been 
Bbi 6bmn - you were, you have been 
ohm 6bmn - they were, they have been 
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S3 

E.g. 

ynacTb - to fall down 

To get the Past tense forms we have to replace -CTb by -Jl, -Jia, -no 
£ or -/1M. 




-CTb verbs 

as part of the Regular Group 



So, the full table of the Past Tense formation of this type of verbs is 
as follows: 


Inf. 

ynaCTb 



Singular 

Plural & Polite 

M. 

a, oh, Tbi yuan 


F. 

a, OHa, Tbi yna/ia 

Mbi, Bbi, ohm yna/ni 

N. 

3to, oho yna/io 



Some other verbs of the same type: 
ecTb - to eat, yKpacTb - to steal 
nonacTb - to get to, 
nponacTb - to disappear, to vanish. 


The use of Personal pronouns fl and Tbi with the Past Tense. 


Personal pronouns fl - I and Tbl (informal «you») 
are of Common Gender. 

So, the Gender agreement is determined by the real sex 
of a person. 

ji mjb€ 




a 6bin -1 was - a 6bina 


Tbi 6bm - you were - Tbi 6bina 


a ynan -1 fell down - a ynana Tbi ynan - you fell down - Tbi ynana 
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© IRREGULAR PAST TENSE FORMATION 



• Verbs ending in Hb 

♦ Some types of verbs have no -n in the Masculine Past. 

These are mainly the oldest verbs of the Russian language which 
have the consonant stem. 

No -/l is added to this stem in the Masculine Past. 



♦ In addition to that the stem consonant is very often replaced 
by its interchanging pair consonant : H by r, H by K etc. 

Let us take for example the verb MOHb - to be able to, 

H will be replaced by r. So, the Past Tense forms are: 




Singular 

Plural & Polite 

M. 

fl, OH, Tbl Mor 


F. 

h, OHa, Tbi Mor/ia 

Mbl, Bbl, OHM MOr/lM 

N. 

3T0, OHO MOr/IO 



♦ Some other verbs of the same type of the Past Tense Formation: 


noMOHb - to help 

oh noMor - he helped 

Tenb - to flow 


OHa noMorna - she helped 

OH TeK 


oho noMorno - it helped 

OHa TeK/ia 

/ienb - to lie down 

ohm noMor/iM - they helped 

OHO TeK/10 

oh ner 

H/r - interchange 

OHM TeK/lM 

OHa ner/ia 


h/k - interchange 

oho ner/io 

nocTpMHb - to cut (hair), 

grass 

ohm nernM 

H/r - interchange 

oh nocTpMr 

OHa nocTpMrna 

kicnenb - to bake 


oho nocTpMr/io 

oh McneK 


OHM nOCTpMr/lM 

OHa McneK/ia 


H/r - interchange 

OHM MCneK/lM 
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h/k - interchange 
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6epenb - to save, to keep, to guard, to protect 
oh 6eper 
OHa 6eper/ia 
ohm depernM 
H/r - interchange 


3a>Kenb - to light, to switch on 
oh 3a>Ker or 


OHa 3a>Kr/ia 
ohm 3a>KrnM 


a lamp 
a match 


H/r - interchange 


nepecenb - to cross, to intersect 

oh nepeceK 

OHa nepeceK/ia 

oho nepeceK/io 

ohm nepeceK/iM 

h/k - interchange 


Similar Past Tense formation have lot of other verbs. 


• Some -eTb verbs (consonant stem) also have the Irregular Past 
Tense Formation - no -n in the Masculine Past, for example: 

yMepeTb - to die. 

So, the Past Tense forms 
are as follows: 

oh yMep - he died To this type belong 

OHa yiviep/ia - she died some other verbs: 

ohm yiviep/iM - they died 3anepeTb - to lock, 

BbiTepeTb - to wipe etc. 

• A lot of -HyTb verbs (consonant stem): 

npMBbiKHyTb - to get used to 

the stem is npMBbiK- 

So, the Past Tense forms are: 
oh npMBbiK - he got used to 
OHa npMBbiK/ia - she got used to 
ohm npMBbiK/iM - they got used to 
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Some other verbs of the same type: 

norn6HyTb - to perish 

3aMep3HyTb - to freeze 

BbicoxHyTb - to become dry 

noraCHyTb - to go out (about light) 

noTyxHyTb - to go out (about light) 

MCHe3HyTb - to disappear, to vanish 

oc/ienHyib - to become blind 

npoKMCHyib - to become sour 

npoMOKHyib - to become wet 

npoTyxHyTb - to become rotten etc. 

• Irregular Past Tense forms of verbs ending in -TM, -CTM, -3TM, -3Tb. 

♦ A lot of frequently used verbs ending in -TM, -CTM, -3TM, -3Tb 
have the following forms in the Past Tense: 


♦ 


Non-prefixed basic motion verbs 



Infinitive 


Past Tense 

«going» verb 

MATH 

■=> 

wen, iuna, mno, uj/im 

«carrying» verb 

Be3TM 

o 

Be3, Be3/ia, Be3no, Be3/in 1 


HeCTM 


Hec, Hec/ia, Hecno, Hec/iu f 

«leading» verb 

BeCTM 

■=> 

Ben, Be/ia, Beno, Benu 

These Past Tense forms serve 

as basic forms for other verbs, 


for example: 


different 

stems 


— 

Inf. nokiTM - to go (from «matm») 

* 

Past Tense 

noLuen, nowna, noui/io, noiu/iu 

» _ - 
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inf. ykiTM - to leave 

(from «MATM») 

sl/ 

Past Tense 
ywe/i, yuj/ia, yiuno, 
yuj/iki 


inf. npkiMTM - to come 

(from «MATM») 

Past Tense 

npmuen, npmuna, npmii/io, 

npmii/iM 


«carrying» verbs 


Inf. npMBe3TM 
(from «Be3TM») 

s|/ 

Past Tense 

npnBe3, npnBe3na, npnBe3no, 

npnBe3/in 


Inf. npMHeCTM 
(from «HeCTM») 

* 

Past Tense 

npm-iec, npkiHecna, npnHec/io, 

npuHecnM 


«leading» verbs 


Inf. npMBeCTM 
(from «BeCTM») 

* 

Past Tense 


npnBe/1, npMBena, npnBe/io, 

npuBe/iM 


j 


Inf. OTBeCTM 
(from «BeCTM») 

* 

Past Tense 


OTBe/i, OTBena, OTBeno, 

OTBe/lM 


j 




There are many other 
prefixes which not only 
add some new shades 
of meaning but can 
also change the 
meaning of a verb. 

But the formation of 
the Past Tense is 
always based on the 
Past Tense forms of 
non-prefixed verbs of 
motion. 
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♦ Some other verbs with the same peculiarities in the Past Tense formation: 


Infinitive 


pacTM - 

to grow - 

cnacTM - 

to save, 


to rescue - 

UBeCTM - 

to bloom - 

TpflCTM - 

to shake - 

MeCTM - 

to sweep - 

rpecTM - 

to row - 

Bne3Tb - 

to climb up 

non3TM - 

to crawl - 


Past Tense forms 

poc, poena, poc/io, pocnn 

cnac, cnac/ia, cnacno, cnacnM 
UBe/i, uBena, u,Beno, u,Benn 
Tpac, Tpnc/ia, Tpacno, Tpac/iki 
Men, Mena, Meno, Menu 
rpe6,rpebna,rpe6nn 

-Bne3,Bne3na, Bne3no, Bne3nn 
non3,non3na, non3no, non3nn 


The above mentioned verbs can have different prefixes 
or meanings, but their Past Tense Formation retains 
the same peculiarities. 


JVoUce! 


THE FUTURE TENSE OF THE VERBS 

Depending on the Aspect of a verb, there are 2 ways to form 
the Future Tense: 

O The Compound Future for the Imperfectives and 
© The Simple Future for the Perfectives 

O THE COMPOUND FUTURE FOR THE IMPERFECTIVES 

consists of two verbs: 


■ 

The Future Tense 



of the verb 

+ 

The Imperfective 

«6biTb» - to be 

- 

Infinitive 

- 


So, a 6yfly CMOTpeTb Mbi byaeM CMOTpeTb 
Tbi 6yAeujb CMOTpeTb Bbi 6y,aeTe CMOTpeTb 

oh Sy^eT CMOTpeTb ohm 6y,ayT CMOTpeTb 
So, the Imperfective verbs have the following Tense forms: 



a CMOTpe/i a cMOTpto a 6yay CMOTpeTb 
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© THE SIMPLE FUTURE FOR THE PERFECTIVES consists of one verb. 

♦ In most of the cases the Perfectives borrow the patterns of their Future 
Tense formation from the Imperfective Present Tense Forms: 

The Present Tense Form of the Imperfective: 

FI CMOTpK). 

The Future Tense Form of the Perfective: 

FI flOCMOTpiO. 

So, the Perfective verbs have the following Tense forms: 


nocMOTpe/i nocMOTpto 


— 
PAST TENSE 

V_ 



The Future Perfectives follow all the patterns 
of the Present Imperfectives of the same root. 




♦ Here are some difficult forms of the Future Perfectives: 


.aaTb - to give 

r flaM Mbi asamm 

-1 will give 

Tbi /iamb Bbi AaAMTe 

oh asct ohm Aa^yT 


npoflaTb - to sell 

r npoAaM Mbi npoAaAMM 

-1 will sell 


Tbi npoAaiub 
oh npoAacT 


Bbi npoAaAMTe 

ohm npoAaAyT 


HanaTb - to start, to begin 

r HaHHy Mbi HanHeM 

-1 will start 

Tbi HaHHewb Bbi HanHeTe 

OH HaHHeT OHM HaHHyT 

B3FiTb - to take 

R B03bMy Mbi B03bMeM 

-1 will take 

Tbi B03bMeiUb Bbi B03bMeTe 
OH B03bMeT OHM B03bMyT 
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noHATb - to understand 

r noMMy Mbi noMMeM 

-1 will understand 

Tbi noMMemb Bbi nokiMeTe 

OH nOMMeT OHM nOMMyT 

BCTaTb - to get up 

R BCTaHy Mbi BCTaHeM 

-1 will get up 

Tbi BCTaHeiub Bbi BCTaHeTe 
OH BCTaHeT OHM BCTaHyT 
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cecTb - to sit, to take a sit 

HaMTki - to find 


a cflfly 

-1 will sit 

Mbl CFIA6M 

h HakiAy 
-1 will find 

Mbi HaM^eM 

Tbl CFIAeiUb 

Bbi CFiAeTe 

Tbi HaMflewb 

Bbi HaMAeTe 

OH CFIAeT 

OHM CFIflyT 

OH H3MA6T 

OHM HaMAyT 

nepeBecTM - to translate 

npnexaTb - to 

arrive 

h nepeBeay 
-1 will translate 

Mbi nepeBe^eM 

fi npMe/iy 
-1 will arrive 

Mbi npMeAeM 

Tbi nepeBe^eiub 

. Bbi nepeBe^eTe 

Tbi npneAeujb 

Bbi npMeAeTe 

oh nepeBe^eT 

ohm nepeBe^yT 

oh npneAeT 

ohm npMeAyT 

npuATM - to come 

CKa3aTb - to say, to tell 

h npkiAy 

-1 will come 

Mbi npMfleM 

fi CKaxy 
-1 will tell 

Mbi CKaxeM 

Tbi npn_aeujb 

Bbi npMAeTe 

Tbi CKa>Keujb 

Bbi CKaxeTe 

oh npkiAeT 

ohm npMAyT 

OH CKa>KeT 

OHM CKa>KyT 


noKa3aTb - to show 



fi noKaxy 
- 1 will show 

Mbi noKa>KeM 



Tbi noKaxewb 

Bbi noKa>KeTe 



oh noKaxeT 

ohm noicaxyT 



THE IMPERATIVE OF THE VERBS 

When asking people to do things Russians make such requests with a form 
of the verb called the Imperative + the word «no>KanyMCTa» (please). 


FORMATION OF THE IMPERATIVE 
♦ Both Aspects may have the Imperatives. 

There are 3 possible endings for the Imperative: 


-MTe 

-kue 

-bTe 


} lf you are speaking 

to someone you call «Bbi» 


If you are speaking to someone called Tbi, drop the -Te. 
The basis for the Infinitive is the Present Tense Stem. 


OTKpokiTe! «Bbi» form, 
Otkpom! «Tbi» form. 
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♦ The most common ending is -M(Te). 


Use it if a stem ends in a consonant. 

Infinitive 

Present Stem 

Imperative 

CKa3aTb 

to say, to tell 

CKa3- 3/>K 

CKa>KM(ie) 

KynMTb 

to buy 

Kyn- 

Kynki(ie) 

npOCTMTb 

to forgive 

npocT- 

npocTM(ie) 

HankicaTb 

to write down 

Hanmu- c/lu 

HanmuM(Te) 

npuxoAMTb 

to come 

npnxoA- 

npuxoAM(Te) 

math 

to go 

ma- 

MAM(ie) 

noAOWAaTb 

to wait 

nOAO>KA- 

noAO>KAM(Te) 

roBopmb 

to talk, to speak 

roBop- 

roBopM(Te) 

n03B0HMTb 

to call 

n03B0H- 

n03B0HM(Te) 

npuHecTM 

to bring 

npmnec- 

npnHecM(ie) 

BXOAklTb 

to enter 

bxoa- 

BXOAH(Te) 

nOMOHb 

to help 

noMor- n/r 

noMorki(Te) 


-- 

♦ vowel stem + -n(Te) 

- > 

Infinitive Imperative 

HMTaTb HMTaM(Te) 

Infinitive 

Present Stem 

Imperative 

OTKpbiTb to open 

OTKpo- bi/o 

OTKpon(Te) 

AaTb to give 

A a- 

Aan(Te) 

nepeASTb to pass 

nepeAa- 

nepeAaPi(Te) 

y3HaTb to find out 

y3Ha- 

y3Hau(Te) 

♦ The rarest ending is -b(Te), 
it is used also after the consonant stems: 

cam! 

3a6biTb - to forget -> 

3a6yAb(Te) 

OTBeTMTb - to answer 

OTBeTb(Te) 


6biTb - to be 

6yAb(Te) 



♦ If the verb is reflexive it retains the reflexive ending Cfl/Cb: 
CaAMTbCH BepHyTbca 



CaAmecb! / CaAMCb! Have a seat! 
BepHMTecb! / BepHMCb! Come back! 
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MAIN TYPES OF PARTICIPLES 


Short Participles 


1^ 




O Short Passive Participles 
from Perfectives 

(only transitive verbs) 
Mara3HH y>Ke 3aKpbiT. 

The shop has been already 
closed. 


Short Active Participles 

Used only in the official or bookish style! 
There are always ways to avoid them, 
you have only to recognize them. 


JVotice! 



Short Active Participles 
from Imperfectives 

= While/when doing smth 
3aKpbiBan ABepb, oh ypoHkin 

K/1LOHM. from 3aKpblBalTb 
While/when closing the door, 

he dropped the keys. 

ending in -a, -H, 
(-acb, -HCb if Reflexive) 


Short Active Participles 
from Perfectives 

= Having done smth 
ripkiexaB aomom, oh cpa3y >Ke ner 
cnaTb. from npnexaTb 
Having come back home he went to bed 
at once. 

ending in -B, 

(-BLUMCb, if Reflexive) 


Long Participles 


Long Passive Participles 


1 ^ 

© from Imperfectives 

-eMblkl, -MMbIM 

niobMMbiM (J)n/ibM - favourite film 


^1 

0 from Perfectives 

-HHbiki, -eHHbiki, -Tbiki 
He3aK0HHeHHblM pOMaH 

- unfinished novel 
pa36mbiM CTaKaH - broken 


glass 


Long Active Participles 


1^ 

from Imperfectives 

-KD^MM,-yLUMM,-aiUMM,-HlUMM 
ona3AbiBaKDiuMM naccaxnp, 
from ona3AbiBaTb - the 
passenger who might miss the 
train 


^1 


-BLUM M 


from Perfectives 


ono3AaBLUMM naccaxnp, 
from ono3ASTb - the passenger 
who has missed the train 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE SHORT PASSIVE 

PERFECTIVE PARTICIPLES 

♦ The Short Passive Perfective Participles are used to describe states 
which are the results of some actions. 


♦ They end in -aH, -eH, -rh and -T 


♦These participles agree with the subject in gender and number: 

CAenaTb - to do, to have smth done 

M. CAenaH F. CAenaHa N. CAenaHO 

PI. CAenaHbi 

M. PeMOHT CAenaH. - The renovation has been done. 

F. PaboTa CAe/iaHa. - The work has been done. 

N. Bee CAenaHO. - Everything has been done. 

PI. Bee Aena CAenaHbi. - All the things have been done. 

♦The agent of the action may be rendered by the Instrumental, for example: 

Instr. 

3tm KapTMHbi 6binn HanncaHbi PeHyapoM. 

These works were painted by Renoir. 

♦ Some participles take T - 

3aHRT from 3aHHTb - to occupy 

OTKpbiT from OTKpbiTb - to open 
3aKpbiT from 3aKpbiTb - to close 
oa6t from OAeTb - to dress 

BbiMbiT from BbiMbiTb- to wash etc. 


The short Passive Perfective Participles are used only as a 




complement to the verb «6biTb - to be»(in Compound Predicates), 
for example: °^ C6 ' 


/ 


Past tense Bnepa Mara3MH 6bin 3aKpbiT. 

The shop was closed yesterday. 

Present tense CerOAHR Mara3MH 3aKpblT. 

The shop is closed today. 

Future tense 3aBTpa Mara3MH 6yAeT 3aKpblT. 

The shop will be closed tomorrow. 
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LONG PARTICIPLES AS ADJECTIVES AND NOUNS 

Many long participles are also used as adjectives or nouns. 

♦ Most common long participles used as adjectives: 
cne,qyK>LHMM - next 

byfly ljjhm - next also 

HacTOflinnM - present, real cnoMaHbm 33mok - broken lock 

noflxoflflLni/iM - suitable wapeHoe ivmco - roasted meat 

Bbi,qaK)Liji/MCfl - outstanding MapuHOBaHHbie orypijbi - pickled 
ntobuMbiM - favourite cucumbers 

yBawaeMbM - respected, KonneHaa KOJibaca - smoked sausage 

honourable MonoTbM Koc(3e - ground coffee 

HeobxoflUMbM - indispensable, TepTbiu cbip - grated cheese 

necessary B36mbie cjimbkh - whipped cream 

He3aBncnMbii/i - independant Hape3aHaa Konbaca - sliced sausage 

etc. 

♦ Long participles used as nouns (participial nouns): 

HacToamee - the present 
byfly mee - the future 
npoujnoe - the past 
cyMacujeflLiJUM - a madman 
paHeHbM - a wounded person 
obBi/iHfleMbM - the accused 
3aKnK>Hem-ibM - a convict 
npoxo>Ki/M - a passer-by 
cnywaLfli/M - a civil servant 
yHamuticfl - pupils, students 
npucyTCTByioLflue - people present at... 


All long participles are declined as ordinary adjectives 
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USAGE (MEANING) OF THE ASPECTS 

O Imperfective verbs describe: 

♦ action in progress 

Oh nnca /1 poMaH ue/ibiM roA- 

He was writing his novel for the whole year. 

♦ repeated action 

Oh nnca /1 Ka?KAbm fleHb. He wrote every day. 

♦ statement of fact © 

-Hto oh Aenan b npownoM roAy? What did he do last year? 
-rikican poMaH. He wrote a novel. 

♦ succesion of events 

B cy66oTy oh HMTa/i, ryrm/i, nrpa/i b TeHHkic m mean poMaH. 
On Saturday he read, took a walk, played tennis and wrote his 
novel. 

© Perfective verbs describe the completion of a single action. 

Usually, a result is implied, for example: 

Oh Hannca /1 poMaH. He has written a novel. 


SOME FACTORS WHICH DETERMINE THE CHOICE OF AN ASPECT 

♦ If you are asked a question with an Imperfective verb you have to use 
an Imperfecive verb in your reply, for example: 

Imp. 

- Hto Tbi Aena/i Bnepa? What did you do yesterday? 

Imp. 

- H paSoTan. I worked. 

Follow the rule: 


-\ 

Aspect in Question Aspect in Answer 

Imperfective o Imperfective 
Perferfective o Perferfective 

S_ I 


♦ The Imperfective aspect is used with the time expressions denoting 

frequency or occurence: 

nacTO - often 1 pa3 b HeAe/iio - once a week 

MHorAa - sometimes MHoro pa3 - many times 

BcerAa - always KaxAbiM AeHb - every day 

HMKOrAa - never other expressions with Ka>KAbiM 

peAKO - seldom no yTpaM - in the mornings 

HecKonbKO pa3 - several times no noHeAenbHMKaM - on Mondays etc. 
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A PRACTICAL TABLE OF MOST COMMON VERBS 

Below you will find a practical table of basic forms of most common verbs 

of both Aspects: 

The verb 6blTb - to be 


Past 

n, oh, Tbi 6bin 
a, oHa, Tbi 6bma 

3to 6bmo 

Mbl, Bbl, OHH 6bl/lM 


Present 
ecTb - is used 
only in the 
Possessive 
Constructions 


MOHb/cMOHb - can, to be able to, to manage 


Past 

fi, oh, Tbi Mor/cMor 
fi, OHa, Tbi Morna/CMorna 
oho Morno/cMomo 
Mbi, Bbi, ohm Mor/iki/cMor/in 


xoTeTb - to want, to wish 


Present 
fi Mory 
Tbi Moxewb 
OH, OHa MO>KeT 
Mbl MO>KeM 
Bbi MOxeTe 
ohm MoryT 


Future 
h 6y/iy 
Tbi byfleujb 

oh, OHa SyfleT 
Mbi byfleM 
Bbi byfleie 
ohm byflyT 

Future 
fi CMory 
Tbi CMO>KeiJJb 
OH, OHa CMO>KeT 
Mbl CMO>KeM 
Bbi CMOweie 
ohm CMoryT 


Past 

FI, OH, Tbi XOTe/1 

fi, OHa, Tbi xoTe/ia 
3 to xoTeno 

Mbl, Bbl, OHM XOTe/lH 


Present 
fi xony 
Tbi xoHeujb 
oh, OHa xoneT 

Mbl XOTMM 
Bbl XOTMTe 
OHM XOTflT 


AaBaTb/fl,aTb - 

Past 

FI, OH, Tbi A a/1 
fi, OHa, Tbi flana 
3to fla/io 

Mbl, Bbl, OHM fla/1 M 


ecTb/cbecTb - 


give 

Present 
fi flaK) 

Tbi flaeuib 
oh, OHa flaei 

Mbi flaeM 

Bbi flaeie 

OHM flaiOT 

eat 


Future 
fi flaM 

Tbi flaiiib 
oh, OHa flacT 
Mbl flaflMM 

Bbi flaflme 

ohm flaflyT 


Past 

FI, OH, Tbi e/1 

fi, OHa, Tbi ena 

Mbl, Bbl, OHM e/lkl 


Present Future 

a eM fi 6yfly ecTb etc. 

Tbi eiub 

OH, OHa ecT 


FI, OH, Tbi Cbe/1 

fi, OHa, Tbi cbena 

Mbl, Bbl, OHM Cbe/IM 

Part 7 
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OH, OHa CbeCT OHM CbeflFIT 
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Past, Masc. 

R, OH, Tbl 

B 3 H /1 

R, OH, Tbl 

BMAe/i, 

yBMAe/i 

R, OH, Tbl 

BepHy/icn 

R, OH, Tbl 

BCTa/1 

R, OH, Tbl 

rOBOpM/ 1 , 

CKa3a/i 

R, OH, Tbl 

Ae/ia/i, 

CAe/ia/i 

R, OH, Tbl 

TKjxan 

R, OH, Tbl 

>KM /1 

R, OH, Tbl 

3 BOHM n, 
nOSBOHUin 

R, OH, Tbl 

nO/IO^KMA 

R, OH, Tbl 

Tier 

R, OH, Tbl 

/ie?Ka/i 

R, OH, Tbl 

R, OH, Tbl 

Haiue/i 

R, OH, Tbl 

OTKpbl/l 

R, OH, Tbl 

Haniica/1, 

nnca /1 

Part 7 


Inf. & Present, 3-p., Sing. 

6paTb/B3flTb - to take 
oh, oHa 6epeT 

BMA@Tb/yBMA@Tb - to see 
oh, OHa BHAHT 


Future, 3-p., Sing. 
oh, OHa B03bMeT 


OH, OHa yBMAMT 


B03BpamaTbca/BepHyTbcn - to return 
oh, oHa B03BpamaeTcn 

BCTaBaTb/BCTaTb - to get up 

oh, OHa BCTaeT 


oh, OHa BepHeTcn 


OH, OHa BCTaHeT 


roBopMTb/cKasaTb- to talk, speak, say 

oh, OHa TOBOpMT 


oh, OHa CKaateT 


Ae/iaTb/cAe/iaTb - to do 
oh, OHa Ae/iaeT 


oh, OHa cAe/iaeT, 
6yAeT Ae/iaTb 


>KAaTb/noAO>KAaTb - to wait 

OH, OHa >KAeT 


oH,oHa6yAeT 

>KAaTb, nOAO>KA©T 


>KMTb - to live 
oh, OHa >KMBeT 


OH, OHa 6yAeT >KMTb 


3 BOHMTb/no 3 BOHMTb - to call, to phone 
oh, OHa 3 BOHMT 


OH, OHa n03B0HMT 


K/iaCTb/nO/IO>KHTb - to put 

oh, OHa K/iaA&T 


OH, OHa n 0 / 10 >KMT 


/lOTKHTbCH/sienb - to go to bed, to lie down 

oh, OHa / 102 KMTCH 


oh, OHa /in>KeT 


zie^KaTb - to lie 

oh, OHa /le^KMT 

/ 110611 Tb - to love, like 

OH, OHa /1K)6 mt 

HaxoAMTb/HaMTM - to find 

oh, OHa HaXOAMT 

OTKpbIBaTb/OTKpbITb - to Open 
oh, OHa OTKpblBaeT 

niicaTb/HaniicaTb - to write 
oh, oHa nmiieT 


OH, OHa 

6yAeT /ie>KaTb 

OH, OHa 

6yAeT rnoSMTb 

OH, OHa HailAeT 


OH, OHa OTKpoeT 


oh, OHa HanMiueT 
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Past, Masc. 

A, OH, Tbl 

ne/i, cne/i 

H, OH, Tbl 

noKa3a/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

Kyrw/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

no/iy 4 M/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

noMor, 

noMora/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

noHn/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

noc/ia/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

npocn /1 

H, OH, Tbl 

ce/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

CMAe/1 

FI, OH, Tbl 

c/iyiua/i 

3T0 

c/iyHM/iocb N 

FI, OH, Tbl 

c/ibiwa/i, 

yc/ibiuia/i 

H, OH, Tbl 

CMOTpe/1, 

nocMOTpe/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

cnpocM/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

HMTa/l, 

npo4MTa/i 

Part 7 


Inf. & Present and 3-p., Sing. 

neTb/cneTb - to sing 
oh, 0Ha noeT 

□OKasbiBaTb/noKasaTb- to show 
oh, 0Ha noKa3biea@T 

noKynaTb/KynMTb- to buy 
oh, 0Ha noKynaeT 

no/iynaTb/no/iyHMTb - to get, receive 
oh, 0Ha no/iynaeT 


Future, 3-p., Sing. 

oh, 0Ha 6yfleT neTb 
oh, 0Ha cnoeT 

oh, 0Ha noKaaceT 

oh, 0Ha KynMT 
oh, oHa no/iyHMT 


noMoraTb/noMOHb- to help 
oh, OHa noMoraeT 


oh, OHa nonioaceT 


noHMMaTb/noHBTb - to understand 
oh, OHa noHkiMaeT 

nocbi/iaTb/noc/iaTb - to send 
oh, OHa nocbmaeT 

npocHTb/nonpocMTb - to ask to do smth 
oh,OH a npocMT 


oh, OHa noiiMeT 
oh, OHa noui/ieT 

oh, OHa nonpocMT 


caAMTbcn/cecTb - to sit down, to take a sit 

OH, OHa CaAMTCH 


oh, OHa CHAeT 


CMAeTb - to sit 

OH, OHa CMAMT 

c/iyiuaTb - to listen 
oh, OHa c/iyuiaeT 


OH, OHa 

6yAeT CMAeTb 

OH, OHa 

6 yAeT c/iymaTb 


c/iynaTbcn/c/iyHMTbcn - to happen 
. 3to c/iynaeTcn 


3T0 C/iyHMTCfl 


c/ibiuiaTb/yc/ibiuiaTb - to hear 

OH, OHa C/lbllilMT 


OH, OHa yC/lbllUMT 


CMOTpeTb/nocMOTpeTb - to watch, 
to see, look at 

OH, OHa CMOTpMT 


OH, OHa 

6yAeT cMOTpeTb, 
nOCMOTpMT 


cnpaujMBaTb/cnpocMTb - to ask 
oh, OHa cnpauiMBaeT 


oh, OHa cnpocMT 


hMT aTb/npo hMT aTb - to read 
oh, OHa HMTaeT 


OH, OHa 

6 yAeT H MTaTb 
oh, OHa npoHMTaeT 
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Part 8 

Verbs and Constructions 

This part deals with: 

• The Reflexive Verbs (-Cfl verbs) 

• Modal Verbs and Constructions 

• Possessive Constructions 

• Russian Word Order 

THE REFLEXIVE VERBS (-Cfl verbs) 

• The suffix -Cfl (Cb) was originally the Accusative of the Reflexive 
pronoun ce6fl - self. In many verbs the reflexive meaning of the 
suffix has been lost, but there are also verbs in which this meaning 
has been preserved: the so called «true reflexives». 

• The conjugation of a reflexive -Cfl verb does not differ from its 
non-reflexive pair verb. 

• The ending -Cfl ;s attached to verb forms ending in a consonant 
or -m: 

- 

consonant or -M + -Cfl 


E.g. Mara3MH 3aKpbmlcfl. 

Mara3MH 3aKpbiBaeTlcfl. 

He BO/myMlcfl! 

♦ -Cfl is also attached to all active participles. 

♦ -Cb is attached to forms ending in a vowel, for example: 

OHa eiue He BepHynalcb. 

— 

vowel + -Cb 
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♦ There are also 2 Aspect forms: 

Imp. Pert. 

OAeBaTbCH / ofleTbca 


MAIN USE OF THE REFLEXIVES 
♦ The «true» Reflexives 

A group of «true» Reflexives is limited to «grooming»verbs: 


Imperfective 

Perfective 


KpaCMTbCR 

HaKpaCMTbCR 

- to make up one's face 

KpaCMTbCfl 

nOKpaCMTbCR 

- to dye one's hair 

npunecbiBaTbcn 

npMHecaTbCR 

- to do one's hair 

nepeoAeBaTbca 

nepeo,aeTbCR 

- to change one's clothes 

OAeBaTbca 

OAeTbCR 

- to dress oneself 

pa3,aeBaTbCR 

pa3AeTbCR 

- to undress oneself 

o6yBaTbCR 

oSyTbCR 

- to put on one's shoes 

MbITbCR 

nOMbITbCR 

- to wash oneself 

napMTbcn 

nonapMTbCR 

- to go to sauna 

yMbiBaTbcn 

yMbITbCR 

- to wash one's hands and face 

KynaTbca 

MCKynaTbCR 

- to bathe oneself 

6pMTbCR 

no6pnTbCR 

- to shave oneself 

0Ka3blBaTbCR B 

0Ka3aTbCR B 

- to find him/herself in/at 

rOTOBMTbCR 

npkirOTOBMTbCR 

- to get oneself ready 
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♦ The Reflexives can be used in the sentences with inanimate objects 
and the action is presented as if preformed by itself: 

Asepb OTKpbmacb. The door opened. 

CneKTaK/ib HaHi/maeTCR b 19 00 . The performance starts at 19 00 . 

B,apyr KOMnbfOTep otk/hohmrcr. Suddenly the computer switched off. 
Bo CKO/ibKO OTKpbiBaeTCH Mara3MH? When does the shop open? 

Y MeHFi cnoManacb Mawi/ma. My car broke. 


Imperfective 

Perfective 


also 3aKpbiBaTbcn 

3aKpblTbCR 

- to close 

BK/llOMaTbCfl 

BKmOHMTbCFI 

- to switch on 

pa3nnBaTbCfl 

pa3nnTbCR 

- to spill 

npoAonxaTbcn 

npOflO/l>KMTbCFI 

- to continue 

yMeHbLuaTbCfl 

yMeHblUMTbCFI 

- to decrease, to lessen 

yBenuHHBaTbcn 

yBenuHMTbCR 

- to increase, to grow 

ynyHLuaTbcn 

y/iynujuTbCR 

- to improve 

yxyALuaTbca 

yxyALuuTbCR 

- to deteriorate 

OCTaHaB/lMBaTbCR 

OCTaHOBMTbCR 

- to stop 

TepFITbCR 

noTepRTbca 

- to get lost 


and some others 

♦ The Reflexives with the passive meaning 
Reflexive suffix adds the passive meaning to many transitive verbs: 

non - Reflexives Reflexives 


nucaTb 

■=> 

KaK 3T0 nniueTCR? 

- How is this word spelt? 

HMTaTb 

■=> 

KaK HkiTaeTCR sto crobo? 

- How is this word pronounced? 

CTnpaTb 

■=> 

KaK CTupaeTCR stot CBMTep? 

- How to wash this sweater? 

nepeBOflMTb 

■=> 

KaK nepeBOAUTCR sto c/iobo? 

- How is this word translated? 

BK/lKDHaTb 

■=> 

KaK BK/ifonaeTCR 3Ta nnnTa? 

- How to switch on this stove? 

HaxoflMTb 

i=> 

Tfle HaxoflnTCR stot 6aHK? 

- Where is this bank situated? 


There is usually a third-person subject in these sentences. 
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♦The Reflexives are used to denote a purposeful action: 
CTapaTbCfl/nodapaTbCFi - to try 
nbiTaTbca/nonbuaTbCfl - to attempt 
Ao6i/iBaTbCfl/Ao6nTbCfl + gen. - to achieve 

♦The Reflexives are used to describe human states or feelings: 
Imperfective 

6oHTbCfl + gen. - to fear 

McnyraTbca + gen. - to get frightened 

Ka3aTbcn - to seem 

HaaenTbCfl Ha + acc. - to hope for 

Imperfective / Perfective 

HpaBMTbCFi/nOHpaBMTbCfl + dat. - to like (used only impersonally) 
y/ibi6aTbCfl/yjibi6HyTbcn + dat. - to smile 
CMeFiTbCfl/nocMeaTbCFi Ha,a + instr. - to laugh at 
ropAHTbcn + instr. - to be proud of 
yAMB/iflTbCfl/yAMBMTbCfl + dat. - to be surprised 
6ecnoKOMTbcn/3a6ecnoKOMTbCFi - to worry 

B0/iH0BaTbCfl/3aB0JiH0BaTbca - to get excited 
paflOBaTbCfl/obpaAOBaTbca + dat. - to rejoice 
paccTpaMBaTbcn/paccTpoMTbCFi + M3-3a + gen. - to get upset 
cepAMTbCFi/paccepflMTbCFi Ha + acc. - to get angry with 
npocbinaTbCfl/npocHyTbcn - to wake up 
BbicbinaTbCfl/BbicnaTbcn - to have a good sleep 
HanMBaTbcn/HanMTbCfl - to get drunk 




Mon cobaKa He KycaeTcn. 

My dog does not bite. jfofce/ 


The Reflexives are also used to denote human activities or actions: 
Imperfective 

3aHMMaTbcn + instr. - to go in for, to study 
yHMTbca - to study 
Imperfective / Perfective 
KaTaTbcn/noKaTaTbCfl - to ride 
B03BpamaTbCFi/BepHyTbCfl - to come back 
yB/ieKaTbCH/yB/ieHbCfl - to get involved into 
oujn6aTbcn/oiiJM6MTbCfl - to make a mistake 
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♦ The Reflexives are used to denote a joint action: 

Mbi no3HaKOMM/iMCb b MocKBe. We met in Moscow. 
Mbi c hum no3HaKOMnnncb b MocKBe. 

H n03HaK0MM/lCH C HUM B MocKBe. 

The counterpart is expressed by c + Instrumental - c hmm 
Other verbs with a similar meaning: 


Imperfective 

Perfective 


AoroBapHBaTbCH 

AoroBopnTbCR 

- to settle, to agree 

BMAeTbCH 

yBMfleTbCR 

- to see each other 

coSnpaTbcn 

coSpaTbCR 

- to gather 

>KeHHTbca 

noxeHMTbCR 

- to marry, to get married 

3A0p0BaTbCH 

no3,aopoBaTbCR 

- to say hello 

npomaTbcn 

npOCTMTbCR 

- to say good-bye 

06"beAMHFITbCfl 

o6i>eAMHnTbCR 

- to unite 

pa3B0AHTbCR 

pa3BecTncb 

- to divorce 

CCOpMTbCR 

nOCCOpMTbCR 

- to quarrel 

MkipUTbCR 

nOMMpnTbCR 

- to settle peace 

ue/iOBaTbCR 

nouenoBaTbCR 

- to kiss 

o6HHMaTbCR 

ObHRTbCR 

- to embrace each other 


MODAL VERBS AND CONSTRUCTIONS 

The sentences with the modal verbs or constructions can be: 


1 ^ ^1 

O Personal sentences or Q Impersonal sentences 

• with MOHb/CMOHb • with HaflO or Hy>KHO 

• with AO/l>KeH • with M0>KH0/He/lb3R 

• with B03M0>KH0/HeB03M0>KH0 
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O PERSONAL SENTENCES 

• Personal sentences with MOHb/CMOHb + Infinitive, 

MOHb/cMOHb - can, be able to 

Infinitive Present Past, Masc. 

Perfective: MOHb ■=> HMOry/flMOr 

Future Past 

Imperfective: CMOHb ■=> HCMOry/ncMOr 

E.g. FI He Mory npMexaTb. I cannot come. 

FI He CMor npnexaTb. I could not come./l failed to come. 


• Personal sentences with AOnxeH + infinitive 

They express obligation, necessity or supposition, for example: 

FI AO/i>KeH math. 

I have to go = I must go = I have to go. 

OHa AO/i>KHa cennac npnexaib. 

She should be here soon. 

♦ Aon>KeH changes according to gender and number, 
like the Past Tense forms of the verbs: 


Masc. 

Fern. 

PI. & Pol 


h, oh, Tbi AonxeH 
fl, OHa, Tbl AO/l>KHa 
Mbl, Bbl, OHM AO/l>KHbl 
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0 IMPERSONAL SENTENCES 


• Impersonal sentences with Ha<40 or Hy>KHO + infinitive. 
They express necessity or obligation, for example: 


Mine HBja,o math. 

MHe Hy>KHO math. 

I have got to go. 

I must go. 

I have to go. 

H3A0 is more conversational. 


HaAO = Hy>KHO 


• Impersonal sentences with M0>KH0/He/ib3fl + infinitive. 

* Sentences with moxcho denote permission: 

Mo>kho nocMOTpeib? 

May I see? May I have a look? 


♦ Sentences with MO)KHO also denote possibility: 
KaK mo>kho Tyaa AoexaTb? 

How can I get there? 


♦ 


Sentences with He/ib3H denote prohibition: 
Cioas Henb3fl! You may not come here! 


or impossibility: 

Tyaa He/ib3a AoexaTb Ha Meipo. 
You cannot get there by the subway. 


-\ 

M0>KH0©He/lb3FI 

«_ * 


• Impersonal sentences with M0>KH0/HeB03M0>KH0 + Infinitive 
denote possibility or impossibility: 


H AyMaio, 3 to bo 3 mo>kho CAe/iaTb. 
I think, it is possible to do this. 


FI AyMaiO, 3T0 HeB03M0>KH0 CAe/iaTb. 

I think, it is impossible to do this. 
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• The Tense forms of modal constructions 

Modal constructions are based on the verb 6blTb - be forms: 


Present 
Hy>KHO, hsao 
MO>KHO, He/lb3fl 
B03M0>KH0 
HeB03M0>KH0 


Future 

Hy>KHO, HaAO 
MO>KHO, He/lb3fl 
B03M0>KH0 
HeB03M0>KH0 
+ SyaeT 


Past 

Hy>KHO, HaflO 
MO>KHO, He/lb3H 
B03M0>KH0 
HeB03M0>KH0 

+ 6bino 


Present 

M. ,aon>KeH + inf. 
F. Aon>KHa + inf. 

N. ao/i>kho + inf. 

PI. AOn>KHbi + inf. 


Future 

M. AonxeH 6y,aeT + inf. 
F. Aon>KHa 6yAeT + inf. 

N. ao/i>kho 6yAeT + inf. 
PI. AO/i>KHbi 6y^yT + inf. 


Past 

M. AOnxeH 6bm + inf. 

F. Aon>KHa 6bma + inf. 

N. ao/i>kho 6bmo + inf. 

PI. AOn>KHbi 6bi/in + inf. 


POSSESSIVE CONSTRUCTIONS 

(I have /1 do not have) 

• The Possessive construction is the Russian equivalent to the verb have, 
for example: 

I have a dog. = Y MeHn ecTb coSaKa. 


Y MeHfl 

+ ecTb + 

cobaxa 

Genitive 


Nominative 


person object 

who possesses which is possessed 

Thus, literally There is a dog by me. 

♦ So, the Genitive denotes a person or a thing which possesses an 
object. 

♦ The object functions as a subject of a sentence and is denoted by 
the Nominative. 

♦ ecTb = there is, is 


♦ The Possessive construction can be used without «eCTb» when the 
object is specified: 

Y MeHR SonbiuaR cobaKa. 

I have a big dog. 
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The Negative of the Possessive Construction 


Positive 


Negative 


Y MeHFi edb coSaKa. 


y MeHFi HeT codaKM. 

1 have a dog. © 


1 have no dog. © 



In the Negative Possessive construction the negated object 

Gen. 

is expressed by the Genitive: HeT co6aKM. 


The Tense forms of possessive constructions 


♦ POSITIVE 


— 

Present 

Past 

Future 

ecTb 

M. 6bin 

F. 6bina 

N 6bmo 

SyaeT s. 


PI. 6bmn 

6yAyT pi. 


used depending 

used depending 


on the gender and 

on the number 


number of the 

of the possessed 

k. 

possessed objects 

objects 


♦ NEGATIVE 

-- 

Present 

Past 

Future 


HeT 

^_ 

He 6bino 

He Sy^eT 

j 


These verb forms are used only in one form, irrespective of gender 
or number of possessed objects: 
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Y MeHfl + HeT + co6aKM. 

He 6bmo /^\ He SyaeT 
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RUSSIAN WORD ORDER 
The direct word order 

♦ The order Subject + Verb + Object is encountered in the vast 
majority of sentences which contain these three elements, 
for example: 


* -^ 

FI 

+ 

( -> 

Kynn/1 

+ 

- ■ —- 

MaiuMHy 

1 

Subject 

bought 
+ Verb 


a car 

+ Object 


♦ A Pronoun object may precede the Verb: 


FI Bac He cnbiLuy. 

I can not hear you. 

The reverse word order 

Impersonal sentences normally 


FI HHnero He 3Haio. 

I do not know^nything. 

have the reverse word order: 



- > 

MHe 

k. A 

+ 

* - " 

HpaBMTCfl 

+ 

'-' 

3Ta ManiMHa 

Indirect object 

Verb 


Subject 


The position of characterizing words in a sentence 


♦ The long form of the adjectives, all adjectival pronouns and 

ordinal numerals precede the noun or the pronoun they qualify: 

FI Kynn/1 HOByio MaiuMHy. I bought a new car. 


♦ The long adjective follows the noun/pronoun when used 

as a complement to the verb: 

Oh oneHb CTapbiki. He is very old. 

Russian equivalent to «There is / There are» sentences 
In such sentences the place modifiers always come first: 

B MOCKBe MHOrO HOBbIX rOCTMHMU. 



There are many new hotels in Moscow. 
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The position of adverbs and adverbial phrases 

♦ Some adverbs usually precede the verb: 

Oh eme He npnexan. 

He has not come yet. 

Some other adverbs of this kind: 

Bcenaa, yxe, obbNHo, nHonaa, MHoro 

♦ Time expressions like paHO yipoM, n03AH0 BenepoM, neTOM, 
3mmom, b 1948 roAy, b .aeBHTHaAuaTOM BeKe etc. normally 
occupy the final position, for example: 

Oh npnexan paHO yipoM. 

He came early in the morning. 

H e3flnn Ty^a 3 hmoh. 

I went there in the winter. 

Oh poAM/icn b 1948 ro/iy. 

He was born in 1948. 

Oh >kh/i b 19 BeKe. 

He lived in the 19-th century. 

♦ The order of the elements in a sentence is often determined by 
the necessity to place the new or important information towards 
the end of a sentence, for example: 

MBaH Mawy He /ik)6ht. 

Ivan does not love Masha. 

JVotice! 
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Part 9 Verbs of Motion 

GENERAL REMARKS 

♦ The group of motion verbs in Russian is quite big. It presents a 
certain difficulty for a foreign learner. The group of motion verbs 
embraces such types as «going», «carrying», «flying», «leading», 
«running» and many other types of verbs. 

♦ Many of these verbs can be used in a special meaning, not denoting 
the motion as such. 

♦ This chapter deals with a big group of non-prefixed and prefixed 
«going» verbs and with the most common prefixed verbs of 
«carrying» and «flying». 

♦ Non-Prefixed «going» verbs 

♦ In contrast to the prefixed verbs of «going» which mainly follow the 
standard grammatical verb characteristics, non-prefixed «going» 
verbs cannot be easily «pigeon-holed». 

♦ The category of the Aspect cannot be successfuly and logically applied 
to non-prefixed verbs of «going». 

♦ In connection with «going» and «carrying» verbs, we have to mention 
such a phenomenon as «pairing» of the verbs: each element of the 
pair differs in submeaning but has the same grammatical usage. 
Further you will find the basic forms of the pairs of non-prefixed 
«going» verbs and the description of their submeaning differences. 
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BASIC FORMS OF NON-PREFIXED PAIR-VERBS OF «GOING» 


♦ First Pair 

Present & Future Tense 



♦ Second Pair 



* Summing-up pair 


Infinitives 
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PAIR-DIFFERENCE IN MEANING 


1 MATM/riOMTM, XOflMTb 

These verbs are used in two cases: 

♦ When a person goes on foot (some walking distances), 
for example: 

FI may cnaTb. 

-1 am going to bed. 

FI may ry/iRTb. 

-1 am going for a walk. 

♦ When a person visits some «places of interest» within 
the city limits, like theater,cinema, stadium, restaurant, 
exhibition, concert, friends, school, university, work, doctor 
etc., for example: 

CeroAHH a may b TeaTp. 

-1 am going to the theater tonight. 

Bnepa n He xoam/i b wKO/iy. 

-1 did not go to school yesterday. 



PAIR - DIFFERENCE IN MEANING 


2 exaTb/noexaTb, e3AMTb («e» verbs) 

These verbs are used when a person travels with a help of car, 
train, subway, bus, tram, bicycle, horse etc. 

This group is always used when a person travels beyond the 
city limits, for example: 

FI eAy Ha Aany. 

I am going to my summer cottage. 

FI e3Ann b McnaHHK). 

I have been to Spain. 

v_> 
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THE GRAMMATICAL USAGE OF NON-PREFIXED «GOING» VERBS 


To be used properly non-prefixed «going»verbs have to be divided 
as follows: 




Verbs of 

single motion 

k_/ 


^1 


O 


1 ' 

Multidirectional verbs 


Unidirectional verbs 



Verbs of habitual 
/repeated motion 

.. 



Verbs of 

motion in progress 


0 

-\ 

Verbs of general ability or capacity 





© 

Verbs with special (figurative) meaning 


UNIDIRECTIONAL VERBS 
o Verbs of single motion 
Present and Future Tense 


♦ The verbs of the first pair describe a single (one-time) motion in a 
definite direction (visits), either actually taking place at a given time or 
planned to be accomplished, for example: 

Mbi ceroflHfl BenepoM maom b TeaTp. 

We are going to the theater tonight. 

Hepe 3 Hefle/110 n ej\y/r\oejiy b TIohaoh. 

I am going to London in a week. 


rst Pair 
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♦ Here are the Present and the Future Tense forms of unidirectional 
verbs of a single motion. 


♦ These verbs usually combine with the following time-expressions: 


a eAy 

Mbi eAeM 

Tbi eAeiiib 

Bbi eAeTe 

oh eAeT 

_ 

ohm eAyT 

_^ 


a noeay 
Tbi noeaewb 
oh noeAeT 


Mbi noeaeivi 

Bbi noe,aeTe 

ohm noeAyT 


a MAy 

Mbi MAeM 

Tbi MAemb 

Bbi MAeTe 

OH MAeT 

\_ 

OHM MAyT 

_y 


a noMAy 

Tbi noMAewb 

oh noMAeT 


Mbi noMAeM 
Bbi noMAeTe 

ohm noMAyT 


cekinac - now 
ceroAHR - today 
3aBTpa - tomorrow 
CKopo - soon 


nepe3 HeAenio, Mecau, toa 
- in a week, month, year 
Ha c/ieAyiomeM HeAene, b cneAyiomeM 
Mecaue, roAy - next week, month, year 
b HHBape - in January etc. 


© Verbs of habitual/repeated motion 


Present and Future Tense 


Second Pair 


a xo>k; 
/a SyAy 

.XOAMTI 


a e3>x; 

/ a 6yAy 

se3AMTI 


♦ The verbs of the second pair are used to describe motion 
in a definite direction when it is repeated or habitual: 

E.g. H Ka>KAyio cy66oTy xoxy b SacceMH. 

I go to the pool every Saturday. 

H nacTO e3>xy b TIohaoh. I often visit London. 

♦ The following time-expressions accompany the verbs: 

nacTO - often Ka>KAbiM AeHb - every day 

BcerAa - always Ka>KAyio HeAenio - every week 

oSbNHO - usually Ka>KAbiM Mecau, - every month 

MHorAa - sometimes Ka>KAbiM toa - every year etc. 

pa3 b HeAenio - once a week 
nepe3 AeHb - every other day 
no cy66oTaM - on Saturdays, etc. 
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♦ Here are the Present and the Future Tense forms of unidirectional verbs 
of the repeated/habitual motion: 


Present Tense 

FI XO>Ky Mbl XOflMM 
Tbl XOflHLUb Bbl XOflMTe 
OH XOAMT OHM XOAflT 


Future Tense 

fi 6yAy xoAMTb 
Tbi 6y,aeiub xoAMTb 
oh 6y,aeT xoAMTb 


Mbi 6yAeM xoAMTb 

Bbi 6y,aeTe xoAMTb 

OHM 6yAyT XOflMTb 


Present Tense 

H e3>Ky Mbl e3AMM 
Tbl e3AMLUb Bbl e3AHTe 
OH e3AMT OHM e3AflT 


Future Tense 

h 6y,ay e3,aMTb Mbi 6y,aeM e3AMTb 
Tbi SyAeiub e3,aMTb Bbi 6y,aeTe e3AMTb 
oh Sy^eT e3AMTb ohm 6y,ayT e3AMTb 


O and O 

The Past Tense forms of verbs of both single and habitual/repeated 

motion (within the unidirectional verbs) 


♦ It so happened that both groups of verbs (single motion and 

habitual/repeated motion) have one and the same Past Tense forms: 


Present & Future 

Single motion in a definite direction 

FI 3aBTpa M,ay/noMAy 
FI 3aBTpa eAy/noeAy 

s_/ 


Present & Future 
Repeated or habitual motion 
in a definite direction 

FI xo>Ky/6y,ay xoAMTb Kax<AbiM AeHb 

FI e3>xy/6yAy e3AHTb Ka>KAbiM AeHb 


— 

Past Tense 

Bnepa/Ka>KAbiM AeHb n xoamji 
B nepa/Ka>KAbiM AeHb a e3Ann 

M. H, OH, Tbl XOAMJI, e3AM/l 
F. fi, OHa, Tbi xoAMna, e3AM/ia 

Pl.&Pol. Mbl, Bbl, OHM XOAM/1M, G3AM/1M 

>_ * 
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© The Present and the Past Tense Forms of Verbs denoting 
Motion in Progress (within the unidirectional verbs) 

♦ The following verbs and time-expressions are used for that: 


O 


Present Tense 

r MAy Ir ejxy 

Past Tense 
r wen/fl exa/i 


+ 


ceMnac - now 
Aonro - for a long time 
MeAneHHO - slowly 
SbiCTpo - fast, quickly 


For example: 

KorAa r wen/a exa/i aomom, r BCTpeTM/i HaTaiuy. 
When I was going/driving home I met Natasha. 


Here are the Tense forms: 


Present Tense 

r mA y / eAy 

Tbi MAewb/eAewb 

oh MAeT/eAeT 


Mbi MAeM/eAeM 
Bbi MAeTe/eAeTe 

ohm MAyT/eAyT 


Past Tense 
r, oh, Tbi wen/exa/1 
r, OHa, Tbi luna/exana 
Bee Lu/io, exano 

Mbl, Bbl, OHM LU/lM/exa/lM 

Multidirectional «going» verbs 

The verbs xOAMTb and e3flMTb are used to denote visiting 
different places, for example: 

Mbi uenbiM AeHb xoah/im no Mara3MHaM. 

We were shopping (going round the shops) the whole day. 
Mbi HecKO/ibKO nacoB e3Annn no ropoAy. 

We were driving about the city for several hours. 

Present Tense 
r xo>Ky/e3>Ky ue/ibiki AeHb 
Future Tense 

r 6yAy xoAHTb/e3AMTb uenbiM AeHb 
Past Tense 

r xoAH/i/e3Ann uenbiM AeHb 
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0 «Going» verbs denoting ability or capacity to perform an action 

(or used when talking of likes and dislikes) 

Only the verbs XOAMTb and e3flMTb are used in these meanings, 
for example: 

Mon flOHb Hanana xoAMTb, Konaa eki 6bino 10 MecaueB. 

My daughter started to walk when she was 10 months old. 
Haiama He yMeeT e3AHTb Ha BenocuneAe. 

Natasha cannot ride a bicycle. 

H He /ik)6/iio e3AHTb Ha Meipo. I don't like going by subway. 
H mob/ifo xoAmb neiuKOM. I like walking. 

Here are some other common verbs of motion used in these meanings: 
H He /ik)6/ik) OeraTb. -1 dislike jogging. 

H He yivieK) nnaBaTb. -1 cannot swim. 

H He yMeK) BOflUTb MaiuMHy. -1 cannot drive a car. 

H /ik)6/ik) KaTaTbca Ha nbixax. -1 like skiing. 

© Non-prefixed «going»verbs with special (figurative) meaning 
Here we use the following forms: 

Present - ma^t, MflyT 
Past - wen, Luna, mno, wnu 
Future - nOMfleT, nOMAyT 
or OyAeT math, OyAyT math 

Some examples: 

MAeT (J)nnbM. - The film is on. 

MAeT ypoK. - The lesson is on. 

MAeT CHer. - It is snowing. 

3ia LuanKa BaM ma^t. - This cap suits you. 

BpeMFi MAeT Obidpo. -Time goes fast. 
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SOME COMMON PREFIXED VERBS OF MOTION 

♦ Various prefixes can be added to the verbs of motion to specify the action: 
to or away from a place, happening or a person; into or out of a place, 
happening or a person etc. 

♦ In contrast to non-prefixed verbs of motion the prefixed ones form the 
standard aspect pairs (through internal modification), for example: 
Imperfective - npne3>KaTb 

Perfective - npkiexaTb 

♦ Prefixed verbs of «going» and «carrying» form submeaning pairs 

(as their root non-prefixed verbs do), with reference to the mode of action: 


Group 1 


Someone either goes on foot or visits some place of interest or a 
working place without reference to transport used to perform an action. 
Imperfective Perfective 

npMXOAMTb npMMTM 


npMHOCMTb 

yXOAMTb 

OTHOCMTb 


npkiHecTM 

ykiTM 

OTHeCTM 



Group 2 


Some means of transport are used to perform an action. 


Imperfective 

npne3>KaTb 

npMB03MTb 

ye3>KaTb 

0TB03MTb 


Perfective 

npkiexaTb 

npnBe3TM 

yexaib 

0TBe3TM 



See: 

Group 1 Oh npmuen Ha paOcrry m npkiHec HOBbiM cnoBapb. 
Group 2 Oh npnexa /1 M3 floHAOHa h npnBe3 HOBbiM cnoBapb. 
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THE TENSE FORMS AND THE GENERAL MEANING OF THE ASPECT 
PAIRS OF MOST COMMON PREFIXED VERBS OF MOTION 

First table 

• Imp. npuxOAMTb Perf. npkiMTM 

1^ s|/ ^1 si/ ^1 

Present Past Future Past Future 

npnxo>Ky npnxoAM/1 6y,ay npnxoAMTb npmue/i npn,ay 

Meaning: coming, arriving at a place, visiting someone either on foot 
or the motion is unspecified 


• imp. npne3>KaTb Perf. npkiexaTb 


£ 

sU 


s^ 


Present 

Past 

Future 

Past 

Future 


npne3>KaK) npne3>Kan 6y^y npne3>KaTb npnexa/i npne,ay 

Meaning: coming, arriving at a place, visiting someone by transport 
(also by planes) 


• imp. npmieTaTb Perf. npmieTeTb 


v. 

s^ 


s^ 


Present 

Past 

Future 

Past 

Future 


npM/ieiaio npn/ieTan 6y,ay npi/meiaTb npn/ieTe/i npkmeny 

Meaning: coming by air, arriving at a place 

• Imp. npMHOCMTb Perf. npMHeCTM 

1^ s|/ ^1 s|/ ^1 

Present Past Future Past Future 

npuHomy npMHOCM/i 6y,ay npm-iocMTb npm-iec npMHecy 

Meaning: coming on foot (or the motion is unspecified) and bringing 
(delivering) something or someone to somewhere or somebody. 

• Imp. npMB03MTb Perf. npi/IBe3TM 

£ s|/ ^1 si/ ^1 

Present Past Future Past Future 

npnBO>Ky npnB03nn 6y,ay npnB03mb npnBe3 npnBe3y 

Meaning: coming by transport and bringing (delivering) something 
or someone to somewhere or somebody 
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Second table 



• Imp. yxoflMTb 

Perf. yMTM 



si/ ^1 

A, 


Present 

Past Future 

Past 

Future 

yxo>Ky 

yxoflM/i 6yAy yxo^HTb 

ywe/i 

ymy 

Meaning: 




leaving a place or a person, going either on foot or the motion i 

s unspecified 

• imp. ye3>KaTb 

Perf. yexaTb 



si/ 



Present 

Past Future 

Past 

Future 

ye3>Kaio 

ye3>xan 6yAy ye3>KaTb 

yexan 

ye^y 


Meaning: leaving a place or a person by transport 


• imp. y/ieTaTb Pert. y/ieTeTb 


u. 

A/ 

^1 

A, 



Present 

Past 

Future 

Past 


Future 

yneiaio 

yneia/i 

6y^y yneiaTb 

y/ieTe/i 


yneny 

Meaning: 

leaving a place 

or a person by air 




• Imp. OTHOCMTb 


Perf. OTHeCTM 



A/ 

NJ 

A/ 

^1 


Present 

Past 

Future 

Past 


Future 

OTHOLUy 

OTHOCMH 

6y/iy OTHoemb 

OTHeC 


OTHecy 

Meaning: 






taking a thing or a person, 

going either on foot or the motion is not specified 

• Imp. 0TB03MTb 


Perf. 0TBe3TM 


1^ 

A/ 


A, 

^1 


Present 

Past 

Future 

Past 


Future 

OTBO>Ky 

0TB03MJ1 

6y^y 0TB03MTb 

0TB63 


0TBe3y 


Meaning: taking a thing or a person to some place by transport 
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Here you can find a table of the PREPOSITIONS AND CASES 
ACCOMPANYING some common PREFIXED VERBS OF MOTION 



coming, arriving at 

npMXOAMTb / npMMTM 
npne3>KaTb /npuexaTb 
npmieTaTb /npn/ieTeTb 




M3 - from a place 
c - from a place p 
or happening + ^ en 
ot - from a person 


b - to a place ^ 

Ha - to a place L + Acc. 

or happening J 
k - to a person + Dat. 



delivering, carrying to 

npMHoenTb / npuHecTu 
npnB03mb /npnBe3Tn 



M3 - from a place 
c - from a place Qen 
or happening 
ot - from a person 


b - to a place 

Ha - to a place or happening 

to a person - with or 

without preposition k + Dat. 

«_ 


+ Acc. 
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— 

going away, leaving, 

departing 

yxoflHTb / ykiTM 
ye3>KaTb /yexaTb 

y/ieiaTb /yneieib 

>_ * 

A, 



M3 - from a place 
c - from a place 
or happening 
ot - from a person 


+ Gen. 


b - to a place ~) 

Ha - to a place r + Acc. 

or happening-) 
k - to a person + Dat. 



delivering, taking to 

OTHOCMTb / OTHeCTM 
0TB03MTb / 0TBe3TM 

5j 


+ Acc. 


b - to a place 

Ha - to a place or happening 

to a person 

with or without preposition k + Dat. 



setting off for destination 

nonm 

noexaTb 

noneieTb 

^1 

-> 

b - to a place 

Ha - to a place or happening 
k - to a person + Dat. 


j + Acc. 
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Part 10 Adverbs 

THIS PART DEALS WITH 

• Adverbs, including predicative adverbs (« 0 »- forms and modal words). 

• The degrees of comparison of some adverbs, 

also the degrees of comparison of some adjectives. 

• The short form of some adjectives. 

ADVERBS 

• Adverbs can originate from different parts of speech, for example: 
BenepoM - in the evening, comes from a noun Benep (evening); 
BABoeM - in a group of two, 

comes from a collective numeral ABOe (a group of two) . 


♦ 


If an adverb is not registered in a dictionary you can try to form it on 
your own from an adjective: 


* ■> 

Adjective 

_/ 



Adverb 


♦ Most adverbs derived from adjectives have the ending -o: 

XOpOLUMM O XOpOUJO 

n03AHMM ■=> n03AH0 


♦ From adjectives denoting nationality the adverbs are usually 
derived by means of the ending -m in a combination with the prefix no-: 

pyccKUki ■=> no-pyccKu 

FI He noHMMaio no-pyccKM. FI He roBopio no-pyccKM. 

♦ Some adverbs can be used in a sentence as a compliment to some 
verbs (predicative adverbs): 

♦ o - forms 

Bnepa 6bino xo/ioaho. It was cold yesterday. 

TpyAHO CKa3aTb. It is hard to say. 

♦ Modal words mo>kho, HaAO, Hy>KHO, He/ib3Fi: 

MHe H3A0 exaTb. I have got to go. 

Mo>kho nocMOTpeTb? May I have a look? 


-bin 

-mm -> -o 

-OM 
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Common Adverbs of Measure and Grade 


oneHb - CeroAHFi oneHb xapKO. It's very hot today. 

MHoro - Oh MHoro padoTaeT. He works a lot. 

Ma/io - Oh Mano cnm. He sleeps little. 

HyTb-nyTb - Oh nyib-nyib ono3Aan. (coll.) He was a bit late. 
c/iMUJKOM - Han c/imuKOM ropankiki. The tea is too hot. 
noHTM - y>Ke noHTM TeMHO. It is almost dark. 

AOBO/ibHO - CeroAHH AOBO/ibHO xo/ioaho. It's rather cold today. 
BABoe - BflBoe Aopo>Ke - double expensive 
ropa3AO - ropa3AO Aopoxe - much more expensive 
ABaxtAbi -Oh npnxoAn/i ,aBa>KAbi. He came twice. 
coBceM - Oh coBceM Hkinero He 3HaeT. 


He does not know anything at all. 
Mfico coBceM crope/io. 

The meat has burnt completely. 


also HacTMHHO - partially, no/iHOCTbfo - fully. 


Adverbs of Time 


Here you can find a list of most common Adverbs of Time: 

KorAa? - when? 

3mmom - in (the) winter 
BecHOM - in (the) spring 
neTOM - in (the) summer 
oceHbK) - in (the) autumn 




BHepa - yesterday 

ceroAHfl - today 

3aBTpa - tomorrow 

no3aBHepa - the day before yesterday 

noc/ie3aBTpa - the day after tomorrow 



yTpoM - in the morning 
AHeM - in the afternoon 
BenepoM - in the evening, at night 
HOHbto - at night 
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AaBHO - long time ago, for a long time 


paHbLue - before, earlier 
He^aBHO - not long ago, recently 
ceunac - now, nowadays 

Tenepb - now 
Tonaa - then 
paHO - early 

cpa3y - at once, immediately 
HaKOHeu - finally, at last 
3apaHee - beforehand 
nacTO - often 
Bcerna - always 
o6biHHO - usually 
Aonro - (for a) long time 
Haaojiro - for a long time, for long 
HaBcenaa - forever 
e>KeflHeBHO - daily 
e>KeMecBHHO - monthly 


noTOM - afterwards 

no3<aHO - late 

HeivieA/ieHHO - immediately 


pe^KO - seldom 
MHor/ia - sometimes 
HHKor^a - never 


Ha3aA - ago 

exceHeAe/ibHO - weekly 
e^ero/iHO - annually 


Adverbs of Place and Direction 

Some adverbs of place and direction present a certain difficulty for a foreign 
learner. Below you can find a table containing these adverbs. 


adverbs of place 


adverbs of direction 


f fle? Where? 


Kyaa? OTKyaa? Where from? 

Where (to)? C KaKOM cropoHbi? From what side? 


Tyr, 3Aecb 

Oh XMBeT Tyr. 
He lives here. 


cioAa 

Mflme ciofla! 
Come here! 


OTCIOAa 

Oh yexan OTCiOfla nac Ha3aa. 
He left (from here) an hour ago. 


TaM 

Oh Tenepb >KMBeT TaM. 
He lives there now. 


Tyaa onyAa 

H noefly Tyaa 3aBTpa. H BepHycb ony,aa nepe3 Heaenio. 

I will go there tomorrow. I will come back (from there) in a week. 


BnepeAM npnMO, enepeA 

H Bnepe/iH Hunero He BHxy. HflkiTe npnMO... 

I do not see anything in front of me. Go straight on... 


cnepeAM 

TpaMBan Hy>KH0 odxoflMTb cnepeflM. 

You have to bypass trams from the front. 
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adverbs of place 

C3aAM 

Oh CToan C3aflM, n h ero 
He 3aMeTnn. 

He stood in the back and I 
did not notice them. 

cnpaBa 

Mara 3 HH HaxoAHTcn 
cnpaBa. 

The shop is on the right. 


c/ieBa 

Mara 3 HH HaxoAMTCfl 
cneBa. 

The shop is on the left. 


HaBepxy / cBepxy 

Oh >K,aeT HaBepxy. 

He is waiting upstairs. 

Tais/i CBepxy ecTb KHonKa. 
There is a knob at the top. 

BHM3y / CHM3y 

Oh >KAeT BHM3y. 

He is waiting downstairs. 
TaM CHH3y ecTb KHonKa. 
There is a knob at the 
bottom. 

BHyTpii 

OaKC He paboTaeT.: 
BHyTpH 3acTpj=ma byMara. 
The fax machine does not 
work: the paper got stuck 
inside. 

CHapy^KM 

Oh >Kflan CHapyx<n. 

He was waiting outside. 


AOMa 

Oh cekinac flOMa. 
He is at home now. 

Part 10 


adverbs of direction 

Ha 3 aA,oSparHo 

Mbi noe,aeM cpa3y Ha3aA- 
We will go back at once. 
bkineT TyAa m obpaTHO 
- return ticket 

HanpaBO / Bnpaeo 

Cekinac Hy>KHO noBepHyTb 
HanpaBO. You have to turn 
to the right now. 
riOABMHbTeCb HyTb 
BnpaBO. Will you, please, 
move a bit to the right. 

Ha/ieBO / B/ieBo 

Cekinac Hy>KHO noBepHyTb 
HaneBO. You have to turn 
to the left now. 
noABkiHbTecb nyTb BneBO. 
Will you, please, move a 
bit to the left. 

HaBepx / BBepx 

Oh noAHHncn HaBepx. 

He went upstairs. 

PyKki BBepx! 

Hands up! 

BHM3 

Oh cnycTHncn bhm3. 

He went downstairs. 


BHyTpb 

CHanana BCTaBbTe BHyTpb 
KapTOHKy... 

First insert the card... 


Hapy^Ky 

Aeepb OTKpbiBaeTCH 
Hapy>xy. 

The door opens outside. 

AOMOM 

FI e^y AOMOki. 

I am going home. 


C33AM 

ABTObyc Hy>KHO 
ObXOAHTb C 3 aflk 1 . 

You have to bypass 
buses from the back. 

cnpaBa 

Apabbi nrnuyT 
cnpaBa HaneBO. 
Arabs write from 
right to left. 


c/ieBa 

Mbi nmueM cneBa 
HanpaBO. 

We write from left to 
right. 


CBepxy 

flynuje CBepnMTb 
CBepxy. 

You'd better drill 
from the top. 

CHM3y 

flynuje CBepnkiTb 
CHH3y. 

You'd better drill 
from the bottom. 

M3HyTpM 

Kto-to 3 anep ABepb 
H3HyTpkl. 

Someone locked the 
door from inside. 

CHapy?KM 

Kto-to 3 anep n.Bepb 
CHapyx<n. Someone 
locked the door frorr 
outside. 

but 

M3 AOMa 

- from home 
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♦ It is not always easy to «pigeonhole» even common adverbs. 
Below you can find some of them. 


yxe - 

Oh yxe npnexan. 


He has already come. 

y>Ke He - 

Oh yxe He cnm. 


He does not sleep anymore. 

eme - 

Oh eme cnm. 


He is still sleeping. 

eme He - 

Oh eme He npnexan. 


He has not come yet. 

Bee eme - 

Oh Bee eme cnm. 


He is still sleeping. 

noKa - 

Oh noKa cnm. 


He is still sleeping. 

noKa He - 

Oh noKa He npnexan. 


He has not come yet. 


Indefinite Adverbs 

nae-TO, nae-HndyAb - somewhere, anywhere 
Kyaa-TO, KyAa-Hn6yAb - somewhere (to), anywhere (to) - direction 
Kor,aa-TO, Kor,aa-Hn6yAb - some time, any time, ever 
3aneM-T0, 3aneM-Hn6yAb - for some/any reason 
noneMy-TO, noneMy-HnSyAb - for some/any reason 

Negative Adverbs 

Her/ie - no place, no room, nowhere 

HeKy^a - no place, no room, nowhere - direction 

He3aneM - no reason, useless 
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THE DEGREES OF COMPARISON OF SOME ADVERBS. 

Only the adverbs of manner can have the degrees of comparison. 

The Comparative Degree 

♦ The Comparative Degree of the adverbs is formed with the help 

of suffixes ee/en/e, for example: 

< \ 

Comparative 

ObiCTpo ■=> Sbidpee - faster, quicker 


♦ Since many of these comparatives are very irregular in their formation, 
it is better to learn them as new vocabulary items: 




Comparative 

XOpOLUO 

<=> 

nyHiue - better 

n/ioxo 

<=> 

xyxe - worse 

Ma/io 


MeHbme - less, fewer 

MHOrO 

_ 

>=> 

do/ibiue - more 


Also: 

Aopowe - more expensive, 

TpyAHee - more difficult, 
xonoAHee - colder, 
xapne - hotter, 

yAOdHee - more convenient, comfortable, 
paHbiue - earlier, 
rpoMne - louder, 

Marne - softer, 

BKycHee - more delicious, 
cno>KHee - more complicated, 

A a/ibiue - further, 

Bbiiue - higher, taller, 

iiiupe - wider, 


AemeBne - cheaper 
zierne - easier, 

Ten/iee - warmer, 


no3>Ke - later, 
TMiiie - more quiet, 


npome - easier, 
6/inxe - closer, 
HMxe - lower, 

yxe - narrower etc. 


♦ In colloquial style the comparatives can be prefixed with no- : 
flpuxoAMTe nopaHbiiie! Will you, please, come a bit earlier. 
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♦ The comparatives can be emphasized by the following words: 

HaMHoro 1 , . 

^ f much (much more) 
ropa3AOj v ' 

For example: 

HaMHoro SbiCTpee - much quicker 
HaMHoro /lynuje - much better 
HaMHoro paHbiue - much earlier 

♦ A person or an object compared to can be expressed in two ways: 
by the Genitive, which is more common: 

Gen. 

Kona SeraeT 6biCTpee HaiaiiiM., 
or by HeM + Nominative combination: 

Kona beraeT SbiCTpee, HeM Haiama. 

THE SUPERLATIVE DEGREE OF THE ADVERBS 

The Superlative Degree is formed as follows: 

♦ bbiCTpee Bcex - faster than anyone - 

when compared to a group of people or objects. 

♦ nynwe Bcero - best of all - 

when compared to something abstract. 


Summary of the degrees of comparison: 



Positive 

SblCTpO 

Comparative 

SbiCTpee 

HaMHoro SbiCTpee 
ropa3flO ObiCTpee 

Superlative 
SbicTpee Bcex 
bbiCTpee Bcero 

XOpOLUO 

/lyniue 

nyniue Bcex 


HaMHoro /lyniue 

nyHiue Bcero 


ropa3flO nyHiue 
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THE DEGREES OF COMPARISON OF SOME ADJECTIVES 

♦ Only the qualitative adjectives can have the degrees of comparison. 

♦ There are two Comparative Degree forms: Simple and Complex. 

Their choice depends on the position (function) of the adjective in a sentence. 

♦ The Simple Adjective Comparative and the Adverb Comparative coincide: 

Adverb Comparative Adjective 
6biCTpo 6bicipee o SbiCTpbin 
xopowo ■=> ziyHLue o xopouiMM 

THE COMPARATIVE DEGREE OF THE ADJECTIVES 

♦ SIMPLE FORM 

* 

link verb 6biTb + adjective/adverb ending in ee/e/ek i 
E.g. 

ManiMHa HkiKonan Aopoxe, neM MarnnHa A>KOHa. 

Nikolay's car is more expensive than John's car. 

♦ COMPLEX FORM 

-\ 

6onee + adjective + noun 

*_ * 

E.g. 

HnKO/iaM Kynn/i 6onee Aoporyio MamnHy, neM iAsan. 

Nikolay bought a more expensive car than Ivan. 

♦ 6onee - does not change. 

The Comparative forms can be emphasized by the following words: 

HaMHoro ) muc h m0 re 
ropa3,ao J 
E.g. 

MaujuHa HuKO/ian HaMHoro ,aopo>Ke, neM MaiunHa MBaHa. 

Nikolay's car is much more expensive than Ivan's car. 
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THE SUPERLATIVE DEGREE OF THE ADJECTIVES 


♦ Most common is the complex form with caMbiM (declines as an adjective): 

HMKonaM Kynn /1 caMyio floporyio MawMHy. 

Nikolay bought the most expensive car. 

♦ Sometimes the complex form is used with HauSo/iee, for example: 

Oh Kynn /1 Han6onee floporyio MawMHy. 

He bought the most expensive car. 

♦ Some adjectives can form the Superlative Degree with the suffixes ekiiu/aMiii: 
E.g. HOBeMLuaa MOAe/ib - the latest model 





ream v aM 


Four most common adjectives have the following forms: 


Positive 

Comparative 

Superlative 

XOpOLUMM 

nyHiue 

JiyHlUMM/caMblM xopowMM 

nnoxoki 

xyxe 

xyAUJMM/caMbiM nnoxoki 

SonbLUOM 

60 /ibwe 

caMbiM bonbLuoki 

ManeHbKMM 

MeHbLue 

caMbiM ManeHbKMM 




THE SHORT FORM OF THE ADJECTIVES 

Some Russian Adjectives can be used n two functions: 

O as characterizing words © as a compliment to the link verb 


adjective + noun 


6biTb + adjective 


As a compliment to the verb 6biTb (function ©) 

some common adjectives can be used in a shortened form, for example: 

CBObOAHlbiki - free, vacant ■=> Oh cbo6oagh. He is free. 

The short adjectives can have the following forms: 


M. 

FI, OH, Tbl 

CBobofleH 

^1 


F. 

R, OHa, Tbl 
CBObOAHa 


N. 

(oho) 

CBObOflHO 


* 


1 ^ 
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♦ To avoid difficulties with this tricky subject check the list 
of most common short adjectives: 

pa_a/pa,aa/paAbi - glad 

FI oneHb paA. -1 am very glad. 
cor/iaceH/cornacHa/cornacHbi - to agree 
Bbi cornacHbi? Do you agree? 
yBepeH/yBepeHa/yBepeHbi - sure 

Bbi b 3tom yBepeHbi? Are you sure in that? 
BMHOBaT/BMHOBaTa/BMHOBaTo/BMHOBaTbi - guilty 
B 3 tom hmkto He BMHOBaT. No one is guilty. 
AOBO/ieH/AOBO/ibHa/AOBonbHbi - satisfied, pleased 
Bbi AOBonbHbi? Are you satisfied? 
noxo>K/nox6>Ka/nox6>Ke/nox6>KM - similar, alike 
Bbi oneHb noxo>KM. You look very much alike. 
CBo66AeH/cBo66AHa/cBo6oAHo/cBo66AHbi - free, vacant 
Bbi CBoSoAHbi ceroAHH BenepoM? Are you free tonight? 
Aon>KeH/Aon>KHa/Aon>KH6/Aon>KHbi - must, have to 

Bbi AO/i>KHbi cAenaTb sto ceroAHa. You have to do it today. 
Hy>KeH/Hy>KHa/Hy>KHo/Hy>KHbi - necessary, need 

BaM Hy>KHO exaib. You have to go. It is necessary to go. 
npaB/npaBa/npaBo/npaBbi - right 
Oh He npaB. - He is not right. 
3Aop6B/3AopoBa/3Aop6Bo/3AopoBbi - healthy, recovered 
OHa yxe 3AopoBa. She has already recovered. 
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6o/ieH/6onbHa/6o/ibHo/6onbHbi - sick, ill 
Haiama 6o/ibHa. Natasha is sick. 

o6fl3aH/o6fl3aHa/o6fl3aHo/o6Fi3aHbi - obliged, must 
Bbi o6H3aHbi exaTb. You must go. 

♦ The short adjectives are used in some forms of politeness: 

byAbTe AoSpbi, ... 

byAbie nio6e3Hbi, ... 
byAbTe odopo>KHbi! Be careful! 

byAbTe 3AopoBbi! Be healthy! 


Would you (be so kind) 


♦ The short adjectives are used also as «Size»- adjectives: 

Man, Mana, Ma/io, Ma/ibi - too small 
Be/iMK, BenkiKa, BenkiKO, BenuKM - too big 
E.g. 

3tot koctiom Man. 

This suit is too small. 

3T0T KOCTIOM Be/IMK. 
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Pftpt 11 Negative Sentences 

Othe simple negative with He 

You can negate any meaningful word in Russian with the help of the particle He. 
The particle He always preceeds the negated word: 

Oh He npuexa/i. 

He did not come. 

FI He e,ay b JIohaoh. 

I am not going to London. 

FI e^y He b /Iohaoh, a b riapn>K. 

I am not going to London, but I am going to Paris. 

3 to He moh MaiuMHa. 

It's not my car. 

3 to He HOBan Mawi/iHa. 

It's not a new car. 

CeroAHH He xo/ioaho. 

It's not cold today. 


Here is the summary table of the use of the Simple Negative in Russian: 


h He Aenaio 
Tbi He flenaeiub 
etc. 

h He Aenan/a 
Tbi He Aenan/a 
etc. 

h He 6yay Ae/iaTb 

Tbi He SyAewb AenaTb 

etc. 



h He xony Ae/iaTb 
Tbi He xoneiub Ae/iaTb 

etc. 

h He Mory Ae/iaTb 
Tbi He MO>Keiub AenaTb 

etc. 

fi He AO/iweH AenaTb 

Tbi He AO/i>KHa Ae/iaTb 

etc. 
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0 THE COMPOUND NEGATIVE 


• A lot of Russian negative sentences can have the following pattern: 

— 

«He» verbs + «hm» words 

This pattern is called the Compound Negative, for example: 


Russian: «hh» word «He» verb 

H HMHero He 3Haio. 

English: «not» verb «any» word 

I do not know anything. 

or Russian: «hh» word 

Hmkto 

English: «no» word 

Nobody 


«He» verb 
He npMwe/i. 
verb 

came. 


• «hm» words can be : 

4 / 


♦Negative pronouns 
and their case forms 
based on KTO/HTO: 

N. hmkto/hmhto 
G. hm y Koro/HHnero 

D. HMKOMy/HMHeMy 
A. HMKOro/HMHerO 
I. HMKeM/HMHeM 
HM C KeM/HM C HeM 
P. HM 0 KOM/HM 0 HeM 
HM B KOM/HM B HeM 


♦ Negative adverbs: ♦ Negative adjectival 

pronouns: 


HMKorfla - never 
HMr^e - nowhere 
HMKyfla - nowhere (direction) 
HMCKO/ibKO - not at all 
HMKaK - in no way 
hm pa3y - not once 
HMOTKyaa - from nowhere 


HMK3K0M 

HMKaKafl 

HMKaKOe 

HMKaKMe 

and their case forms. 


♦ 


Prepositions are inserted between HM and the pronoun, 
for example: 

HMKeM -> HM C KeM 
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• The use of the Negative pronouns 

♦ hmkto and its case forms - no one, nobody, anybody 

Nom. Hmkto He npuiuen. 

Nobody came. 

Gen. Oh hm y Koro He cnpoCM/i. 

He did not ask anybody. 

Dat. Oh HMKOMy Hnnero He CKa3a/i. 

He did not tell anything to anybody. 

Acc. H HMKoro TyT He 3HaK). 

I don't know anybody here. 

Instr. H HM C KeM He rOBOpMH 06 3T0M. 

I didn't speak to anybody about that. 

Prep. Oh hm b neM He BMHOBaT. 

He is not guilty in anything. 


♦ hmhto and its case forms - nothing, anything 

Nom. Ero hmhto He MHTepecyeT. 

Nothing interests him. 

Gen. Y MeHfl HMnero HeT. 

I don not have anything. 

Dat. FI HMneMy He Bepfo. 

I don not believe anything. 

Acc. FI HMnero He 3Hafo. 

I don not know anything. 

Instr. Oh HMHeM He MHTepecyeTCH. 

He is not interested in anything. 
Prep. Oh hm b HeM He yBepeH. 

He is not sure in anything. 
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• The use of the Negative adverbs 


Oh HMKorfla He 6bm b AHrnnn. 

He has never been to England. 

OHa Hkinae He paboTaeT. 

She does not work anywhere. 

Oh HHKyaa He e3_ann. 

He did not go anywhere. 

H HMCKonbKO He ycTana. 

1 am not tired at all. 

Oh HMOTKyma He nonynaeT nkiceM. 

He does not get letters from anywhere. 


• Some other negative adverbs include: 

♦ eme He + verb - not yet 

OHa eme He npmu/ia. She has not come yet. 

♦ eme HeT - not yet 

- Oh npmue/i? Has he arrived? 

- Eme HeT. Not yet. 

Eme HeT is used when the verb is omitted. 

♦ y>Ke He + verb ) , . 

y f no longer, not any more 

6o/ibwe He + verb j 

Oh 3Aecb y>Ke He >KHBeT. 

Oh 3Aecb 60/ibine He >KMBeT. 

He does not live here any more. 

♦ y>Ke HeT 

y>Ke HeT replaces y>Ke He when the verb is omitted: 

- Oh eme b MocKBe? 

Is he still in Moscow? 

- y>Ke HeT. Oh yexan b Hohaoh. 

Not any more. He has left for London. 
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• The Negative constructions denoting non-existence or non-availiablity 

These constructions are always impersonal. 


Ero HeT AOMa. 

He is not at home. Pre f ent 


Ero He 6yAeT AOMa. Future Past Ero He 6bmo AOMa. 
He will not be at home. He was not at home. 


Present Y MeHfl HeT BpeMeHM. 



Y MeHH He 6yAeT BpeMeHM. y MeH H He 6bino BpeMeHM. 

I will not have time. I did not have time. 


• The Negative sentences denoting unadvisable actions or prohibition. 

These sentences are used with the following words: 


♦ He naAO - you should not, do not 

He HaAO TyAa e3AHTb.You should not go there. 


♦ He Hy>KHO - you should not, it's not necessary 
He Hy>KHO eToro Ae/iaTb. 

You should not do it. 

It's not necessary to do it. 


♦ He ,ao/i>KeH - should not 

Bbi He AO/i>KHbi ona3AbiBaTb.You should not come late. 


♦ He/ib3H - you can not, it's forbidden, you should not 
Te6e Henb3R TaK MHoro KypMTb. 

You should not smoke so much. 
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Part 12 Impersonal Constructions 


♦ By «impersonal constructions» the Russians understand the sentences 
without any subject or without a subject expressed by the Nominative. 

♦ The impersonal constructions are used quite a lot in Modern Russian. 

♦ The impersonal constructions reflect the old thinking of the Russian folk 
who considered themselves to be a part of a collective or an object affected 
by fate, pagan gods or an external force. With time the group of affecting 
factors also included «the authorities». 

♦ The impersonal constructions present an important, vast and productive 
type of Russian grammatical constructions. They are used quite a lot in 
Russian literature, particularly poetry and songs. 

♦ The impersonal constructions may deal both with people and with 
natural phenomena. 


O THE IMPERSONAL CONSTRUCTIONS INVOLVING PEOPLE 

In these constructions a person (people) may be presented by 

one of the three forms: 

£ si/ ^1 


• by the Dative • by the Accusative • by the Genitive 



• The Detailed Description of the Impersonal Constructions with the 
Dative of Person. 


♦ The Dative of Person is used in constructions denoting age: 


Mine 20 neT. I am 20 years old. 
lit. To me 20 years were given. 
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♦ Constructions denoting the internal state of a person or feelings: 

Mine xo/ioaho. - I am feeling cold. 

Mine xapKO. - I am feeling hot. 

Mine nnoxo. -1 am feeling bad. 

Mine y>Ke /lynwe. -1 am feeling better. 

Mine CTpaiiiHO. -1 am scared. 

MHe 6o/ibHO. - It hurts. 

MHe HpaBMTcn... -1 like... 

MHe xoneTcn nMTb. -1 feel thirsty. 
MHe He cnmcfl. -1 do not feel sleepy. 
MHe KaxeTCH... - It seems to me... 
MHe npncHnnocb... -1 had a dream... 

♦ Constructions denoting objective necessity : 

Mne H y>KHO 1 ., have to , need 
MHe HaAO j 

MHe npmij/iocb -1 had to 


♦ Constructions denoting permission (asking permission) or prohibition: 
MHe mo>kho B3HTb? - May I take it? 

Eiviy He/ib3H SeraTb. - He is not allowed to jog. 


♦ Constructions with the verbs denoting chance, luck or succes: 
MHe oneHb noBe3no. -1 was very lucky. 

Eiviy Bcenaa Be3eT. - He is always lucky. 

MHe yAanocb... -1 succeeded... 

The verbs in the Present Tense are used in the third - person: 

EMy Bcenaa Be3eT. - He is always lucky. 

In the Past Tense the verbs are used in the Neuter: 



EMy noBe3no. - He was lucky. 


Constructions with Hy>KHO/Ha,ao, mo>kho, He/ib3fl 
could be used in different tense forms: 


Present Tense 
Future tense 


Past Tense 
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MHe Hy>KHO 
MHe Hy>KHO by^eT 
MHe Hy>KHO 6bino 


I need, I have to 
I will have to 
I had to 
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♦ The impersonal constructions with the verbs taking the Dative 
(«they» constructions): 

Mine CKa3a/in, hto - 1 was told, they told me 
Mine nepeAa/iM -1 got (the message) 

MHe noAapn/in -1 got it as a present 

Mine Kynn/iM Be/iocnneA - They bought me a bicycle 

MHe no3BOHM/in -1 got a phone call 

MHe noKa3ann - They showed me or I was shown 

MHe CAe/ianki onepau.nK) -1 have been operated etc. 


♦ In the Past Tense the verbs are used in the Plural: 

MHe n03B0HM/iM BenepoM. 

- They called me in the evening. 




♦ In the Present Tense the third-person Plural is used: 

MHe ObbIHHO 3B0HHT yTpOM. 

- They normally call me in the morning. Accusative= 

Genitive 

• The Detailed Description of the Impersonal 
Constructions with the Accusative of a Person. 

The Passive Constructions. 



The Accusative of Person is used in the impersonal constructions with 
verbs taking the Accusative and in the sentences involving an external 
force or «the authority». Quite often these sentences deal with accidents 
or unpleasant situations: 

Ero yBO/iMhH. - He was dismissed/fired. 

Ero ybnnM. - He was killed. 

Ero paHM/iM. - He was wounded. 

Ero apecTOBa/in. - He was arrested. 

Ero OLUTpa(|)OBanM. - He was fined. 

Ero obMaHynn. - He was cheated. 

Ero nepeBe/iM. - He was transferred/moved. 

Ero no/io>KM/iM b 6o/ibHHuy. - He was taken to hospital. 
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Ero orpa6n/in. - He was robbed. 

Ero nepeBe/iM b apyryio MacTb. - 
He was transferred into another unit. 

Ero OTpaBu/iM. - He was poisoned, etc. 

In the Past Tense the verbs are used in the Plural: 

Ero o6iviaHy/iM. - He was cheated. 

In the Present and Future tense the verbs are used 

in the third-person Plural. 

Ero Bceraa oSMaHbiBaiOT. - He is always cheated. 

Here are some common Present Tense examples: 

Bac (npocHT) k Tene(j)OHy. - You are wanted on the phone. 

MeHfl >K,ayT. - Someone is (some people are) waiting for me. 

KaK Bac 30ByT? - What is your name? (lit.) How do they call you? 

♦ The Impersonal constructions with the Genitive of person 

The impersonal constructions with the Genitive of Person can be of 
three types: 

♦ The negative constructions denoting absense of a person or a thing: 

Ero HeT. He is not availiable. Genitive 

Ero He 6bmo. He was not availiable. 

Ero He 6yaeT. He will not be availiable. 

Y Hero HeT aeHer. He does not have money. 

Y Hero He 6bino aeHer. He did not have money, 
y Hero He 6yaeT .aeHer. He will not have money. 

♦ The impersonal constructions denoting accidents: 

y MeHR yKpa/iM nacnopT. My passport has been stolen, 
y MeHR yma/iM MaiuMHy. My car has been stolen. 

The verb is always in the Plural form. 

♦ The Impersonal constructions expressing general statements: 

Y Hac He KypRT. No smoking here. 

The verb is always in the third-person Plural. 
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© THE IMPERSONAL CONSTRUCTIONS DEALING 
WITH NATURE OR OBJECTIVE REALITY 

♦ The subjectless sentence. The -o forms. 

When describing natural phenomena, situations and objects the 
Russians normally use the impersonal subjectless sentences with the 
so-called -O forms, for example: 

CeroAHfl xo/ioaho. - It is cold today. 

TyT 3aHHT0. - It is occupied here. 

OKpameHO. - Wet paint, (nteraiy It has been painted.) 

I103AH0. - It is late. Eme paHO. - It is still early, etc. 

♦ The «o» forms are the short adjectives like xo/iOAHbin ■=> xo/ioaho 

or the Neuter form of the short perfective participles like 3aHHT0, 

OKpameHO. 

♦ These sentences could be used with the following tense forms: 

Present Tense CerOAHfl xo/ioaho. - It is cold today. 

Future Tense 3aBTpa 6yAeT xo/ioaho. - It will be cold tomorrow. 
Past Tense Bnepa 6bmo xo/ioaho. -It was cold yesterday. 

© THE IMPERSONAL CONSTRUCTIONS 
DEALING BOTH WITH HUMAN STATES AND NATURE 

(with the accusative of a person or an object). 

♦ There is a limited group of impersonal sentences dealing both with people 
and nature, where the Accusative is used. The verbs are in the third- 
person Singular in the Present and Future, and in the Past the Neuter 
form is used: 

3mmom paHO TeMHeeT. - It's getting dark early in the winter. 
y>xe CTeMHeno. - It has got dark already. 

Ero y«aapnno tokom. - He got an electric shock. 

MeHH toluhut. -1 feel sick. 

MeHR yKanano. -1 got sea-sick. 

Bee 3a/inno boaom. - Everything was flooded by water. 

Aopory 3aHecno CHeroM. - The road was snow-bound, etc. 

♦ The natural phenomenon or the external force is in the Instrumental: 

Bee 3annno boaom. - by water. 

Aopory 3aHecno CHeroM. - by snow 
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O SEMI-IMPERSONAL CONSTRUCTIONS 

♦ «one» and «you» constructions = «Tbi» constructions 

♦ The second-person Singular of the Present Tense form of a verb 
is used in these constructions («Tbi» forms): 

PaSoTaewb - paSoTaewb, a AeHer Bee HeT. 

- You work a lot, but still no money. 

♦ These sentences are used quite a lot in Russian proverbs, sayings and 
general statements like: 

nocneujMmb - nioAeu HacMewmiib. 

- Haste makes waste. 

(lit. If you haste you will make people laugh). 

♦ «they» constructions = «ohm» constructions 

♦ «They» constructions are used mostly in «mass-media» contexts: 

roBopnT, hto... - they say... 
nmuyT, hto... - they write... 
noKa3biBaiOT no Te/ieBM3opy... - they show... 
nepeaaiOT no paAno... - they broadcast... 

♦ For the Past tense we use the Plural («ohm» forms): 

roBopn/iM, cKa3a/in - they said, told, it was said 
rmca/m - they wrote, it was written 

noKa3biBa/iM no Te/ieBH3opy - they showed, it was shown 
nepeflaBa/iM no pa_ano - they broadcast, it has been 
broadcast 


Part 12 


page 167 


Impersonal Constructions 








eAO§e.»(9|^ 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


Part 13 Numerals 


The numerals are divided into two main groups: 

1 ^ ^1 

O The Cardinals 0 The Ordinals 

oamh, j\ea etc. nepBbrn, BTopon etc. 

There are three smaller groups: 

© Double numerals: o6a/o6e 
O Indefinite numerals: MHoro, CKO/ibKO etc. 

0 Collective numerals: ABoe, Tpoe etc. 

O The Cardinals 


0 

Honb/Hynb 

1 

OflHH/OAHa/OAHO/OAHH 

2 

A Ba/ABe 

3 

Tpn 

4 

neTbipe 

5 

nHTb 

6 

mecTb 

7 

ceMb 

8 

BOCeMb 

9 

AGBFITb 

10 

AeCFITb 

11 

OAUHHaAUaTb 

12 

ABeHaAuaTb 

13 

TpuHaAuaTb 

14 

neTbipHaAuaTb 

15 

nnTHaAUaib 

16 

luecTHaAUaTb 

17 

ceMHaAuaib 

18 

BoceMHaAuaTb 

19 

AGBFITHaAUaTb 

20 

ABaAUaTb 

30 

TpHAUaTb 

40 

COpOK 

50 

nHTbAecflT 

Part 

13 


60 LuecTb,aecHT 

70 ceMb_aecFiT 

80 BoceMb,aecflT 

90 fleBAHOCTO 

100 CTO 
200 ABecm 

300 Tpnda 
400 neibipecTa 
500 nnTbcoT 
600 mecTbcoT 
700 ceMbcoT 

800 BoceMbcoT 
900 AeBHTbCOT 

1 000 Tbicnna 

2 000 flBe Tbicnnn 
5 000 nFITb TbICFIH 

1 000 OOOoahh MnnnuoH 

2 000 000 ABa MH/uinoHa 

5 000 000 nmb mh/i/ihohob 
1 000 000 000 oahh Mn/i/inapA/ 6 mi/inoH 
1 000 000 000 000 oahh TpunnnoH 
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• How to make the compound cardinals 

The pattern is as follows: 

175 = 100 + 70 + 5 = cto ceMbflecflT nHTb 

• The Cardinals from 2 govern the nouns they precede, they take the 
Genitive case. For the use of the Genitive case after the cardinals see 
«The Use of the Genitive Case». 

• If preceded by a preposition or a verb, or being used in the negative 
construction all cardinals change according to the cases. 

The gender and the case forms of some cardinal numerals 

Two Russian numerals fall out from the main line: 
the equivalents for one and two. 

• The cardinal numeral one has 3 Gender forms and the Plural form: 

1 

^ 

M. oamh wypHan F. OAHa KHkira N. oaho okho 

• The plural form OAHkl is used with the plural-only nouns, like: 

ohkm - glasses 

oahm ohkm - a pair of glasses 

• The words OAMH, OAHa, OAHO, OAHM and their case forms 
can be used in a different meaning: to denote unspecified object. 

FI HMTa/i 3T0 b oahom xypHa/ie. 

I read it in some magazine. 

Meaning «Same» : 

Mbl >KHBeM b oahom AOMe. 

We live in the same building. 

Meaning «Alone» : 

FI eAy TyAa oahh. 

I go there alone. 
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The declension of OAMH 


M/N 


N. 

oamh/oaho 

G. 

OAHoro 

D. 

OAHOMy 

A. 

OAMH, OAHOrO, OAHO 

1 . 

OAHMM 

P. 

OAHOM 


F 

PI 

OAHa 

OAHM 

OAHOM 

OAHMX 

OAHOM 

OAHMM 

OAHy 

OAHM, OAHMX 

OAHOM 

oahmmm 

OAHOM 

OAHMX 


• The Nominative case of the Russian 
has two Gender forms: 

Masculine and Neuter - ABa, 
Feminine - ABe . 


cardinal numerals ABa used for two, 

E. g. 

M. ABa AHFI 

n. ABa OKHa 

F. ABe TblCflHM 


All the other case forms do not have this Gender difference. 
You'll find them below. 


• The case forms of the cardinal numerals ABa/ABe, Tpn, neTbipe 

2, 3,4 


Gen. 

AByx 

FI 6yAy nocne AByx. 


Tpex 

neibipex 

1 will come after two. 

Dat. 

AByM 

FI npMeAy k AByM. 


Tp6M 

neTbipeM 

1 will come by two. 

Acc. 

ABa, ABe 

FI npMeAy b ABa. 


TpM 

neibipe 

1 will come at two. 

Instr. 

AByMFI 

FI npMeAy Me>KAy AByMn m TpeMn. 


TpeMFI 

HeTbipbMH 

1 will come between two and three. 

Prep. 

AByx 

C/iOBapb 6bin b AByx TOMax. 

= Gen. 

Tpex 

neTbipex 

The dictionary was in two volumes. 
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♦ The case forms of the cardinal numerals 
5-20, 30, 50, 60, 70, 80 

Model rmTb - 5 

Gen. 6e3 nnTM nac -12 55 
Dat. k nflTM - by five o'clock 
Acc. b nFiTb - at five o'clock 

Instr. Me>KAy nFiTbio u luecTbK) - between five and six 

Prep, b nriTM c/iynanx M3 flecnTM - in five instances out of ten 

Gen. = Dat. = Prep. 

Acc. = Nom. 

♦ The case forms of the cardinal numerals 40, 90, 100 

Model CTO - 100 

Most common are the two case forms: 

♦ Gen. CTa, copoKa, AeBflHOCTa - Eiviy oko/io da neT. 

- He is about hundred years old. 

♦ Acc.= Nom. cto- 3ia MaiunHa ctout cto twcfih. 

- The car costs one hundred thousand. 

♦ The Genitive is also commonly used after 6o/iee - more, 

MeHee - less, oko/io -about. 

♦ Gen. = Dat. = Instr. = Prep. Acc. = Nom. 

♦ The case forms of the cardinal numerals 

200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900 

Most common are the two case forms: 

♦ Gen - OKO/IO AByXCOT, TpeXCOT, HeTbipeXCOT, nHTMCOT, 
LLieCTMCOT, CeMMCOT, BOCbMMCOT, fleBBTMCOT. 

3ia MaiilMHa CTOUT OKO/IO AByXCOT TbICFIH. 

♦ Acc.=Nom. 3ia MaiunHa ctout flBecTu tnchh. 

♦ The noun Tbicnna follows the noun KHMra declension type. 


Part 13 


page 171 


Numerals 








Eugenia Nekrasova 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 

• The case forms of the compound cardinal numerals 

Each part of a compound numeral changes, for example: 

Nom. Nom. Nom. 

Nom. cto + ceMbflecflT + rmTb 175 

Gen. Gen. Gen. 

Gen. CTa + ceMMflecHTM + rmTM 

Gen. = Dat. = Prep 
Nom. = Acc. 

• The use of the cardinals in telling time ( inofficial way ) 

The second half of an hour is rendered with the cardinals, both for 
hours and minutes: 



Genitive 

Nominative 

16 35 

6e3 ABaAuaTM naTki 

nFiTb 

16 40 

6e3 jx BaAuaTM 

nFiTb 

16 45 

6e3 riflTHaAuaTM 

nFiTb 

16 50 

6e3 AecFiTM 

nFiTb 

16 55 

6e3 nflTki 

nFiTb 
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* «Halves» 

* 1 / + Genitive 
_ ' £ 

rio/lOBMHa - half, is reduced to non and forms a compound word 
with a noun in the Genitive, for example: 

no/inaca - half an hour 

non/impa - half a liter also no/iy(|)MHa/i - semifinal 

* l 1 /,, + Genitive 

' £ 

no/iTOpa - for Masculine and Neuter nouns, 
no/iTOpbi - for Feminine nouns, for example: 
nomopa naca - ^ , hour 

nomopbi TOHHbi - ^ ton 

Norn, no/uopa naca, nomopbi TOHHbi 
Gen. oko/io no/iyropa nacoB, nonyiopa tohh 


♦ 27* • 37 2 + Genitive, for example: 

ABa c nonoBMHOM MeTpa - 2V 2 meter 

• The combinations with the cardinal numerals 


The combinations of the type 


cardinal numeral + noun 


In the Nominative the case and the number of a noun follows the 
basic rules explained in the part «The Use of the Genitive Case». 

In all the other cases a noun in such combinations must be 
always used in the Genitive Plural, for example: 

Singular Plural 

Norn. - ABa naca Gen. - oko/io AByx nacoB 

Plural Plural 


Norn. - nflTb nacoB 


Gen. - oko/io naTu nacoB 


♦ 


The combinations of the type 


cardinal + characterizing + noun 
numeral word 

- 


The characterizing words in such combinations are always 
in the Plural form. 

E.g. 

Gen. PI. Gen. Sing. Gen. PI. Gen. PI. 


ABa HOBbix >KypHa/ia nriTb HOBbix xypHanoB 
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0 THE ORDINAL NUMERALS 

♦ The ordinal numerals have all the gender, number and case forms 
as the adjectives (hard-type adjectives, except for TpeTMM - third). 
They are as follows: 


1 st nepBbiM 
2 nd BTOpOM 

3 rd TpeTMki 
4 th HeTBepTbIM 
5 th nFITbIM 
6 th LUeCTOM 

7 th ceAbMOM 

8 th BOCbMOM 

9 th AeBRTbiki 

10 th AecflTbiki 

11 th OAMHHaAUaTbIM 
12 th ABeHaAuaTbiM 

13 th TpMHaAuaTbiki 
14 th HeTbipHaAuaTbiki 
15 th nFiTHaAuaTbiM 

16 th ujecTHaAuaTbiki 

17 th ceMHa/maTbiM 

18 th BOceMHaAuaTbiki 
19 th AeBflTHaAuaTbiki 
20 th ABaAuaTbiki 

21 st ABaAuaTb nepBbiM 
22 nd ABaAuaTb btopom 
30 th TpMAUaTbiPi 
31 st TpMAuaTb nepBbiM 
40 th COpOKOBOM 
41 st copoK nepBbiM 
50 th nnTMAecFiTbiM 
51 st nflTbAecflT nepBbiM 

60 th mecTMAecflTbiM 
61 st LuecTbAecflT nepBbiM 
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70 th ceMMAecflTbiM 
71 st ceMbAecflT nepBbiM 
80 th BOCbMMAeCFITbIM 
81 st BOceMbAecflT nepBbiM 
90 th AeBHHOCTbiPi 
91 st agbahocto nepBbiM 
100 th COTbIM 
101 st cto nepBbiM 
200 th AByxcoTbiki 
201 st aB ecTM nepBbiM 
300 th TpexcoTbiki 
301 st TpkiCTa nepBbiPi 
400 th neTbipexcoTbiM 
401 st neTbipecTa nepBbiM 
500 th naTMCOTbiki 
501 st nRTbcOT nepBbiM 
600 th mecTMCOTbiM 
601 st mecTbcOT nepBbiM 
700 th CeMMCOTbIM 

701 st ceMbCOT nepBbiM 
800 th BOCbMMCOTbIM 

801 st BOceMbcoT nepBbiM 
900 th AeBflTMCOTbIM 
901 st AeBflTbeoT nepBbiM 
1000 th TblCflHHblM 
1001 st Tbicnna nepBbiM 
1002 nd TbICFNa BTOPOM 
2000 th AByXTblCRHHblM 
2001 st ABe TbicflHM nepBbiM 
10 000 th AeCflTMTbICflHHbIM 
100 000 th CTOTbICRMHbIM 
1 000 000 th MM/l/lMOHHblM 
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♦ The ordinal numerals can be used both as characterizing words 
and as a compliment to the verb ObiTb - «to be», for example: 

nepBbiM 3Ta>K - first floor 

Oh Bcenaa nepBbiM. - He is always first. 

♦ Compound ordinals 

In the compound ordinals only the last part is ordinal and changes according 
to cases, for example: 


cardinal ordinal 


ABaAuaTb nepBbiM 3Ta>K - the 21 st floor 
Ha flBafluaTb nepBOM 3Ta>Ke - on the 21 st floor 


♦ The use of the ordinals 

♦ The ordinals are used as characterizing words to denote the number 
of an apartment, a hotel room, a hospital, a hospital ward, a living block, 
a floor, an air flight, a train, a carriage, a compartment, a row, a seat, 

a street, a congress, a page, a chapter, a TV and radio channel; 
a trolleybus, bus, tram line; 
a size, a school, a class etc. 

♦ The ordinals are used in dates, in exact time-expressions. Both the 
cardinals and the ordinals can be used with pages and chapters: 

CTpaHMua nHTb - naTaa CTpaHMua - CTpaHMua naTan 

♦ The cardinals are used instead of ordinals when the information 
is rendered officially: 



flight N 5 707 

- coll. ceMbcoT ceAbMOki penc 

- off. penc HOMep ceMbcoT ceMb 
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The use of ordinals in dates 

The date is denoted by the Neuter of the ordinal, for example: 

Neuter 

-KaKoe ceroAHfl hmcho? What is the date today? 

- AecFiToe HHBapa. The tenth of January. 

r 

Neuter ordinal + Noun in Genitive 

- 

The Genitive of ordinals is used to denote the date answering the 

question Konaa? - when?, for example: 

— 

Masculine/Neuter ordinal in Genitive + Noun in Genitive 
«_ 

Genitive 
R BepHycb BToporo Man. 

- I'll come back on the second of May. 

Genitive Genitive 

Oh poflMncn BToporo Man Tbicana AeBflTbeoT ceMb,aecflT nmoro ro,aa. 

- He was born on the second of May 1975. 



♦ The use of ordinals in telling time 

♦ The ordinals are used when telling the time (unofficial way), for example: 

Hanano mecToro - just after five 
(lit. the beginning of the sixth hour) 

♦ The first half of an hour is rendered with the ordinals to denote an hour 
in contrast to the second half of an hour, when the cardinals are used. 


The Genitive 
of the ordinal 


16 05 nflTb MMHyT nnToro 

16 10 flecRTb MMHyT nnToro 

16 15 nnTHafluaTb MMHyT nnToro 

16 20 ABafluaTb MMHyT nmoro 

16 25 flBaAuaTb nRTb MMHyT nnToro 

16 30 nonoBMHa (no/inaioro) nnToro 
16 35 TpMAuaTb nflTb MMHyT nHToro 


• The ordinals are also used to denote historical periods, for example: 

b AeBATHa/maTOM BeKe - in the 19 th century 

B TpkiAUaTbie roflbi ) jn thfl thirtjes 

_ b TpMAUaTbix ro/iax j 
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• Nouns based on numerals 

♦ The Neuter nouns based on numerals are used when talking of 

anniversaries or historical periods, for example: 

AecflTnl/ieTne - 10-th anniversary, 10-year period 
nnTMAecFiTMlneTne - 50-th anniversary 
CTol/ieTMe - centennial 
AByxcoTl/ieTMe - bicentennial 
TbicnnelneTne - millenium 


♦ The Feminine nouns are used in evaluation, marking grades, in card games, etc. 


eAMHnua 1 
ABOMKa 2 

TpoMKa 3 
neTBepKa 4 
nriTepKa 5 


LuecTepka 6 
ceMepKa 7 

BOCbMepKa 8 
AeBATKa 9 
AecflTKa 10 


Oh no/iyHM/i nnTepky. He got an excellent mark, 


♦ When counting in some units we use: 

AecflTOK - a ten AecriTOK mu , - ten eggs 
coTHfl - a hundred abomhfi - twins, Tpomn - triplets 


0 THE DOUBLE NUMERALS 

The double numerals o6a/o6e -both deal with two people, 
two animals or two objects. 


The double numeral o6a is used for a group of two Masculine nouns 
or a group of one Masculine and one Feminine noun, for example: 

two people 

CTyA.eHT + cyyAeHT = o6a CTyaeHTa 

- both students 
n h ohm oba - they both 

M M M. F. 

CTy^eHT + CTyAeHTKa = oba CTy^eHTa 
+ nU - both students 

ohm oba - they both 


M. 

* 


m: 


a 


♦ two animals 

M. M. 



TMrp + TMrp = oba TMrpa - both tigers 

ohm oba - they both 
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♦ two objects 

M. M. 

aom + aom = 06 a AOMa 

- both houses 
ohm 06 a - they both 


N. N. 

OKHO + OKHO = 06 a OKHa 

- both windows 
ohm 06 a - they both 


The double numeral o6e is used for a group of two Feminine nouns 
denoting two people, two animals or two objects, for example: 

F. F. 

AOBOHKa + AGBOHKa = o 6 e agbohkm - both girls 

ohm o 6 e - they both 

F. F. F. F. 

MauiMHa + MaiuMHa = o6e MawMHbi cobaKa + cobaKa = obe cobaKM 

- both cars m - both dogs 



ohm o 6 e - they both 


1 ^ 


NJ 




ohm obe - they both 


O THE INDEFINITE NUMERALS 

♦ The Indefinite Numerals are as follows: 

MHoro - many, much, a lot HecKosibxo - several 

HeMHoro - not many, a few AOCTaTOHHO - enough 

CKO/ibKO - how many, how much CTO/ibKO - so many 
ivia/io - little, few CTO/ibKo.., CKO/ibKO - as much.., as 


♦ All the Indefinite Numerals exist only in one unchangeable form. 


♦ All of them are followed by the Genitive Singular for the Uncountables and 
the Genitive Plural for the Countables, for example: 

Uncountables Countables 


Gen. S. Gen. PI. 

MHoro CHera - much snow MHoro khmt - many books 


Special case: 

MHoro Hapo/iy - a lot of people 
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0 THE COLLECTIVE NUMERALS 


♦ Most commonly used 

Collective Numerals 
are as follows: 

ABoe - a group of two 
Tpoe - a group of three 
neTBepo - a group of four 


Other 

Collective 

Numerals: 

nFiTepo - a group of five 
wecTepo - a group of six 
ceMepo - a group of seven 


♦ The Collectives are used to denote groups of people either solely 
male or mixed (male + female), for example: 



- CKO/ibKO Bac? How many are you? 

- Hac Tpoe. We are three. 


♦ The Collective Numerals always take the Genitive Plural form of the 
nouns, adjectival nouns and personal pronouns, for example: 


Gen. 

Hac Tpoe. - We are three. - There are three of us. 
Tpoe AeTeu - three children 


* The verb combined with the Collective Numerals 
has the following forms, for example: 

Present Hac Tpoe. - The verb is omitted - We are three. 

Past Hac 6bi/io Tpoe. - The Neuter form - We were three. 
Future Hac 6y/ieT Tpoe. - The 3-d person Sing. - We will be three. 


♦ The Collective Numerals are used in the impersonal sentences only. 
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Part 14 Prepositions 

♦ Prepositions are small but important words. They belong to the class 
of «governors» - words which change (govern) the case forms. 

Further you will find the list of most common prepositions and their 
uses given in the alphabetical order. 

♦ You will also discover that many prepositions can govern different cases 
and can have different meanings. 

6e3 + Gen. 

«_ * 

6 e3 caxapa - without sugar 

— 

B + Acc. 


FI eay b Hohjxoh. -1 am going to London. 

B riHTHMuy a eAy b /Iohaoh. -1 will go to London on Friday. 


B + Prep. 

*_- 

FI >KMBy b MocKBe. -1 live in Moscow. 
FI poAM/icn b Mae. - 1 was born in May. 


BMecTe c + instr. 

s 

FI e^y BMecTe c 6paTOM. -1 go with my brother. 


BMecTO + Gen. 


Oh 6yAeT kirpaTb BMecTO Menm. - He will play instead of me 


AJifl + Gen. 

L. * 

byiviara fl/in npMHTepa - paper for the printer 
3to fl/in MeHn HOBOCTb. - That's news to me. 
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— 

AO + Gen. 

S_ 4 

KaK .aoexaib ao B0K3ana? - How can I get to the railway station? 
Oh paboTaeT ao rurm. - He works till five. 

J\o 3aBTpa! - See you tomorrow! 


3a + Acc. 

Mbi .aoexa/iM Tyaa 3a nac. - It took us an hour to get there. 

Ha,ao 3aKa3aTb 6n/ieTbi 3a HeAe/ira. - 

You have to reserve the tickets a week in advance. 

H paA 3a Bac. -1 am glad for you. 

Cnacn6o 3a riOMOLUb. - Thank you for your help. 

Ha,ao 3an/iaTMTb 3 a Te/iec|)OH. - You have to pay the telephone bill. 
cneT 3a - bill for 

Oh Kynn /1 3Ty KHkiry 3a 100 AO/uiapoB. - He bought this book for 
hundred dollars. 


3a + Instr. 

L. -1 

MaiuHHa ctomt 3a aomom. - The car is behind the house. 
FI e^y Ha B0K3an 3a 6n/ieTaiviM. 

-1 am going to the railway station to buy the tickets. 

FI 3aeAy 3a BaMM paHO yipoM. 

-1 will come to fetch you early in the morning. 


M3 + Gen. 


FI Bbixoxy M 3 AOMa b 7 . - 1 leave home at seven. 

Bee AeTanM CAenaHbi M3 AepeBa. - All parts are made of wood. 
HeKOTopbie M3 Hac noeAyT neTOM b \Aianvwo. 

- Some of us will goto Italy this summer. 
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M3-3a + Gen. 

Bee BbiiunM M3-3a cro/ia. - Everyone left the table. 

FI ono 3 Aa/i M3-3a npo6KM. -1 came late because of a traffic-jam. 


k(ko) + Dat. 

■- 

l1pne3>KanTe ko ivme b rocm. - Come to see me. 

Mbi noA'bexanu k MocKBe no3AHO BenepoM. 

- We approached Moscow late at night. 

FI npneAy k AByM. -1 will come by two. 


Kpoivie + Gen. 


Oh ecT Bee, KpoMe pbi6bi. 

- He eats everything except fish. 


ivie^Kfly + Instr. 

>» 

xoKKeMHbiki Main Me>KAy LUBeukieM v\ KaHaAOM 
- hockey match between Sweden and Canada 


MkiMO + Gen. 

_ 


Mbi npoexa/iM mmmo B0K3a/ia. - We drove past the railway station. 


Ha + Acc. 


FI eAy Ha B0K3a/i. -1 am going to the railway station. 
FI MAy 3aBTpa Ha KOHuepT. 

-1 am going to the concert tomorrow. 

F\ eAy Ha Tpw ahh b Hbio-MopK. 

-1 will go for three days to New York. 
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Ha + Prep. 

_ * 

Oh cekinac Ha paSoTe. - He is now at work. 

Ohm ceMHac Ha AMCKOTeKe. - They are at the disco now. 
Ha no/iy boas. - There is some water on the floor. 

Ha c/ieAyiOLueM HeAe/ie a e^y b llapMx. 

-1 will go to Paris next week. 


HaA + Instr. 

«. 

HaA BXOAOM BMCMT KO/lOKO/lbHMK. 

- There is a bell over the entrance. 

Oh paboiaeT HaA hobom khmtom. - He works on a new book. 


o (06, 060) + Prep. 

Mbi roBopn/iM o npo6/ieiviax. - We spoke about the problems. 
O HeM 3 tot (])M/ibM? - What is this film about? 


OKO/IO + Gen. 


OKO/10 AOMa - near the house 

OKO/10 CTa AO/i/iapoB - about hundred dollars 


ot + Gen. 

FI no/iyHMn nncbMO ot Hi/iKO/ian. -1 got a letter from Nikolay. 

K/iioH ot MaujMHbi - key to the car 

neKapcTBO ot a/i/iepmu - anti-allergic medicine 

Mbi exanM ot BocTOHa Ha MaiuMHe. 

- We drove from Boston by car. 

Ot MocKBbi ao KueBa 700 km/iomctpob. 

- It is seven hundred kilometers from Moscow to Kiev. 
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nepeA + Instr. 

«. 

Oh CToa/i nepeA HaMM. - He stood in front of us. 

Mbi noroBopMM nepeA ypoKOM. - We will talk before the lesson. 


no + Dat. 

- 

Oh MHoro e3Am no Poccmm. - He travels a lot about Russia. 
0K3aMeH no pyccKOMy H3biKy - Russian exam 
no yTpaM - in the mornings 
no 3aK0Hy - according to the law 
Oh ceunac roBopm no Te/ie(|)OHy. 

- He is talking on the phone now. 


noA + Acc. 

s 

Oh nocTaBM/i hlu.hk noA cto/t. - He put the box under the table. 


noA + Instr. 

- 

Hlumk ctomt noA cto/iom. - The box is under the table. 


r ' 

noc/ie + Gen. 


R npneAy noc/ie o6eAa. - I will come after lunch. 


npo + Acc. 

Oh paccKa3a/i npo cbok) noe3AKy. - He told about his trip. 


C + Instr. 

R e^y c 6paTOM. - 1 go with my brother. 

R ynn/iCH c hum b LUKO/ie. - He is my schoolmate. 

(lit. I studied with him at school.) 

R He nfob/uo Han c mojiokom. - 1 don't like tea with milk. 
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y + Gen. 

Y MeHfl ecTb co6aKa. - I have a dog. 
FI 6 y,ay >KASTb Bac y BxoAa. 

- I'll be waiting for you at the entrance. 


nepe3 + Acc. 

■- 

Mbi neTnM b MocKBy nepe3 OpaHK<|)ypT. 

- We will fly to Moscow via Frankfurt. 

Mbi noeaeM nepe3 uemp. - We will go through the center. 
FI npueAy nepe3 nac. - 1 will come in an hour. 


THE NOUN COMBINABILITY OF PREPOSITIONS B and Ha 

The choice of the Accusative or the Prepositional after B and Ha 
is described in Part 6 and in the beginning of this Part. 

Below you'll find the examples which show what nouns and noun groups 
can combine with these prepositions. 

♦ The primary use of prepositions B and Ha 

♦ b + Acc./Prep. - in, into, inside 

Oh no/io>KM/i k/iioh b KapiviaH. - He put the key into the pocket. 
K/iioh ne>KMT b KapMaHe. - The key is in the pocket. 

♦ Ha + Acc./Prep. - on, on to, on top of, on the surface 

FI no/io>KM/i k/iioh Ha CTO/i. -1 put the key on the table. 

K/iioh ne>KMT Ha CTO/ie. - The key is on the table. 
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• More complicated use of prepositions B and Ha 

♦ The preposition B + Acc./Prep. is used with nouns denoting: 

continents: 

EBpona, A3 mfi, AMepuKa, A(J>pnKa, ABCTpa/wa, AmapKTnAa, 
countries: Poccnn, CLUA, OpaHUMFi, Be/iMKo6pniaHMR, TepMaHHfl etc., 
territories and administrative units: 

FkyTMR, Apn30Ha, MocKOBCKaa o6nacib, Cn6npb, KpbiM etc., 
towns, various settlements and their parts: 

MocKBa, HbK)-MopK, JIohaoh, riapn>K, LUepeMeTbeBO, M3Mau/i0B0, 
TapneM, uemp - center, downtown, npuropoA - suburbs etc., 

some town and settlement features (objects): 

nepeynoK - lane, napK - park, caA - garden, abop - yard etc., 

most of workplaces, public places, organizations and buildings: 

niKona, napnaMeHT, 6aHK, Mara3MH, My3en, aaponopT, (|)npMa etc., 

organized groups of people: Knacc, rpynna, kojixo 3, apMMR, narepb - 
camp, OTAen - department etc., 

buildings and their parts: 3AaHne - building, aom, Kopnyc - building, 
noA"be3A - entrance, xonn - entrance hall, KopnAop - corridor, 3a/i - 
large hall, KOMHaia - room, all other names of rooms, K/iacc - 
classroom, noAsan - cellar etc., 

some activity (limited group): omycK - leave, vacation, 

KOMaHAnpoBKa - business trip, Typnoe3AKa - tourist trip etc., 

some natural features: nec - forest, woods, ropbi - mountains, hills, 
Takira - taiga woods etc., 

some mountain ranges, mostly with the Plural names: 

A/ibnbi, TMManan, Kapnaibi etc. 
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♦ The Preposition Ha + Acc./Prep. is used with nouns denoting: 

islands, some island countries and peninsulas: 

Kkinp -Cyprus, Ky6a, E>a/iKaHbi, TaBakiM 

but flnoHMH - Japan, Mc/iaHAUFi - Iceland are used with b 

some mountain ranges and territories: 

KaBKa3, llaMHp, Ypan, Aman etc., 

town and settlement features, some organizations, activity areas: 
y/inua - street, 
n/iOLuaflb - square, 
mocce - highway, 
npocneKT - prospect, avenue, 

Ha6epe>KHaFi - embankment, 

6y/ibBap - boulevard 
moct - bridge, 
ocTaHOBKa - stop, station, 

CTaHuna - (railway) station, 

CTOHHKa - parking, 

3anpaBKa - filling station, 

OKpanHa - outskirts, 

B0K3an - railroad station, 
pbiHOK - market, 

noHTa - post-office, 

CTaflMOH - stadium, 

CK/iaA - warehouse, 
dponKa - construction site, 

3aB0fl, (J)a6pnKa - factory, 
cnopmnoLuaAKa - sports ground, 

(J)yTbonbHoe none - soccer field, 

TeHHMCHbiM kopt - tennis court, 
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some events or organized activity - 

pa6oTa - work, 

KOHuepT - concert, 

3K3aMeH - exam, 
cneKTaK/ib - performance, 
co6paHne - meeting, 
neperoBopbi - negotiations, 
jxe Hb po>KfleHkiR - birthday party, 
SKCKypcna - tour, 
ypoK - lesson, 
neKUkiR - lecture etc. 

some parts of buildings - 

nepflaK - attic, 

Kpbi/ibuo - porch, 
necTHuua - stairs, staircase, 

3Ta>K - floor, 

6a/iKOH - balcony, 

some organizational units - 

OTAe/ieHue - department, 

(|)aKynbTeT - faculty, 

Ka^eapa - chair, 

Kypcbi - course. 

Preposition Ha is used with the following words: 

pafluo - radio, 

TeneBMAeHue - television, 
neHcna - pension, retirement, 
poflnHa - motherland, 

Pycb - Rus, 

Aana - summer cottage. 
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♦ Nouns used with both prepositions 

Many nouns can be used with both prepositions, but only few of them 
are used without significant meaning difference: 

KaHMKynbi - school/university vacation 
KyxHfl - kitchen 
4 >/iot - navy 

E.g. Ha KyxHe = b KyxHe 

Many nouns are used with both prepositions but with meaning difference: 

E.g. vehicles Ha aBToSyce - going by bus 

B aBTObyce - inside a bus 

• Prepositions M3 and c as correlated to B and Ha 


♦ 

* > 

B + Acc. 

« _ * 


•-- 

M3 + Gen. 


* " 

B + Prep. 

_ 


from, out of 

- ^ 


B + Acc. 

FI e^y 3aBTpa b Hbto-MopK. 

I will go to New York tomorrow. 

B + Prep. 

FI 6yAy b Hbio-l4opKe ipn aha. 

I will stay for three days in New York. 

M3 + Gen. 

FI BepHycb M3 Hbto-MopKa b BOCKpeceHbe. 

I will come back from New York on Sunday. 


Ha + Acc. Ha + Prep. 

FI niob/iK) xoAmb Ha xoKKeM. Bnepa n 6bm Ha xoKKee. 

I like going to hockey. I was at hockey yesterday. 

C + Gen. 

FI BepHy/icn c xoKKen no3flHO. 

I came home late from hockey. 

Part 14 


C + Gen. 

from, down from 


Ha + Acc. 


Ha + Prep. 


page 189 


'repositions 














Eugenia Nekrasova 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 

Part IS Conjunctions 

Conjunctions are invariable words linking parts of sentences or sentences 
together in some logical order. 

There are two main types of conjunctions: 


and 


1 ^ 


Coordinating 


^1 

* ' 

Subordinating 


Coordinating conjunctions 

_- 


include 

4/ M 


• connective 
m - and 

m... m - both, and 
hm... hm - neither, nor 
a - and 


• adversative 
ho - but 
a - but 


• disjunctive 
m/im - or 

m/im, m/im - either, or 


♦ Connective conjunctions 

♦ m - and 

Mine H3A0 KynnTb pynKy m 6/iokhot. 

I have to buy a pen and a pad. 

♦ m... m - both... and 

Mine HaflO KynnTb m pynKy, m 6/iokhot. 

I have to buy both a pen and a pad. 

♦ hm.., hm - neither.., nor 

Oh He npnexa/i hm Bnepa, hm cero^HH. 

He came neither yesterday nor today. 

♦a - and (used in the beginning of a sentence) 

A Ky^a Bbi cennac n^eTe? And where are you going now? 
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• Adversative conjunctions 

Foreign learners permanently experience difficulty in making the choice 
between the adversative conjunctions a and HO. See the difference: 

♦ a - but 

Adversative conjunction a is used when we have the opposition of two 
objects, actions, features, states, facts, etc., for example: 

Oh criMT, a a paboTaio. 

- He is sleeping but I am working. 

Y Hero edb BenocnneA, a y MeHA HeT. 
- He has a bicycle but I don't. 

♦ ho - but 

Adversative conjunction HO introduces a clause which contains 
information contrary to what was said, known or planned, or it may 
contain some clarifying information, for example: 

Y MeHA ecTb 6nneTbi Ha xoKKeu, ho a He xony math. 

- 1 have some tickets for a hockey match but I don't want to go. 

FI npkieAy, ho He ceroAHA. 

- 1 will come but not today. 

Oh He npnexa/1 ceroAHA, ho o6ema/i npnexaib 3aBTpa. 

- He did not come today but he promised to come tomorrow. 

• Disjunctive conjunctions 
m/im - either... or 

MHe H3A0 Kynmb 6nneTbi Ha cy66oiy m/im Ha BOCKpeceHbe. 

- 1 have to buy tickets either for Saturday or for Sunday. 


m/im..., m/im - either... or 

HaAO Kynmb 6n/ieTbi m/im Ha cy66oiy, m/im Ha BOCKpeceHbe. 
-1 have to buy tickets either for Saturday or for Sunday. 
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♦ Most Common Subordinating Conjunctions 

♦ hto - that 

Oh CKa3a/i, hto npne,aeT 3aBTpa. 

- He said (that) he would come tomorrow. 

♦ HToSbi + Past Tense of a verb 

Oh CKa3a/i, HTo6bi n npnexa/i 3aBTpa. 

- He told me to come tomorrow. 

♦ ecTiki - if 

CKaxme MHe, ec/in oh npne,aeT. 

- Tell me if he comes. 

♦ nOTOMy HTO /. because 
nOTOMy, hto j 

OHa n/ianeT nOTOMy, hto ynana. 

- She is crying because she fell down. 

♦ ec/iM 6bi + Past Tense of a verb 

Ec/im 6bi oh npnexa/i BOBpeMn, to Mbi 6bi ycne/in. 

- If he came in time we would have made it. 

♦ xoTH - although 

Mbi noLunki b AMCKOTeKy, xoTfl oneHb ycTa/in. 

- We went to a disco club although we were very tired. 

♦ KaK Sy/iTo - as if 

Oh nocMOTpe/i Ha MeHfl, KaK SyflTO Mbi HMKorAa He 
BCTpenanMCb. 

- He looked at me as if we never met before. 

♦ ksk - as 

Oh AenaeT Bee, KaK n. 

- He does everything as I do. 

♦ neivi - than 

Oh paboTaeT 6o/ibwe, HeM ero Hana/ibHHK. 

- He works more than his boss. 
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